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Police
Housing
Unit
created

New city security force
tackles drugs, violence

ByAbramBrown
NEWS STAFF REPORTER

In the Jasper Parrish Homes, chil-
dren share their playground with drug
dealers.

An open-air drug market ran unre-
strained at Shaffer Village. And in Ken-
field Homes, residents like Leonard Wil-
liams are used to the sounds of random
gunfire.

“The problems are here. The young
people, at night, are out here shooting
their guns and congregating,” Williams
said. “If you drive through here at 10:30,
11 o’clock, then you’ll see people hanging
on the corners.”

Crime is rampant in Buffalo’s public
housing. The response to the crime: the
new Buffalo Police Department Housing
Unit that started June 9. It is the first
dedicated public-housing security since
2005, when the BuffaloMunicipal Hous-
ing Authority eliminated its 26-member
public safety force in a budgetary move.

But for Williams and the rest of the
12,000 public-housing residents, no
monetary savings can make up for what
they lost in protection. Statistics from all
the 27 public-housing complexes show
the increase in crime. In 2005, the Hous-
ing Authority received 551 reports of ho-
micides, rapes, robberies, assaults, bur-
glaries, larcenies and vehicle thefts.

Last year, the Housing Authority re-
ceived 849 reports of the same types of
crime, a more than 50 percent increase.

In the public-housing complexes
now, the new Housing Unit targets seri-
ous crime, including drug trafficking
and violence.

TheHousingUnit costs the PoliceDe-
partment $2.1 million per year, with
$650,000 coming from a contract with
the Housing Authority. But the
$650,000 contract has yet to be ap-
proved by the Common Council.

In Kenfield Homes today, Williams

SeeHousing on PageB5

Gathering Places / Forest Lawn

A refuge of life amid death
ByMichelleKearns

NEWS STAFF REPORTER

For his secondbrutal lesson in
death, Alton Stewardhas been tak-
ing the curving roads through
stone-speckledhills of Forest Lawn
to Serenity.

There, inside the newest of the
bigwhitemausoleums, tinkling
music plays, and thewomanwho
lovedhimback to health after the
flurry of death in theVietnamWar
lies in a crypt.

Sometimes Steward sits for
hours in anupholstered benchby
thewindownear her.Maybe on
JudgmentDay thingswill change.
Maybe then, he’ll again bewith
Shirley Lorraine Steward, 7-19-50
to 9-4-06.

Her death tore throughhim.
“Howdo you endure?” said

Steward,whodissolves into tears
thinking of it.

Themysteries of death andof

the lives once led are part ofwhy
this place has a hold onpeople,
evenwhen they’re notmourning.
The graveyard built onhilly farm-
er’s land onBuffalo’s outskirts in
1849has grown into 270 acres and
nowhas the remains of 160,000
people. About 1,200newones
come each year.

Surroundedby city streets, it is
a refuge that consoleswith its love-
liness and the life it attracts.Wild
turkeys, a lakewith a dancing
woman in sculpture, a stream
where awhite heronhangs out, a
stone chapel. Dogwalkers, roller
skaters, runners and cyclistswan-
der theweb of roads through some
3,700 ash, locust, spruce and cy-
press trees shading the stonemau-
soleums, obelisks, sculptures, an-
gels and shrouds.

“It’s such an easy place to get
lost and get away,” saidMaryClare
Keenan, a regularwho likes the
workout in running the hills. “This

iswhereweplay.”
Her habits include touching the

stone by the statue ofDeerfoot,
1830-1896, a Senecawhoonce held
a record for running fivemiles in
25minutes. She andher running
friends like tomarvel at the ceme-
tery’sweird surprises. They have
watchedhuge turtlesmate by the
lake. They keep a lookout for a deer
they call Sammywhowill follow
several steps behind themas they
jog.

“He’s like a pet,” saidKeenan,
whomade jokes about her future
grave on a recent Sunday.

Perhaps a regal carving, like
somemedieval knight,would be
nice.

ThenKeenan thought of the
cemetery’smost popular celebrity.
“Iwantmyheadstone to look like
Rick James’,” she said. The funk
singer, cocaine addict and felon

SeeCemetery on PageB2

Gardening
competition
attracts voters
and visitors

ByAbramBrown
NEWS STAFF REPORTER

From her porch chair, Shirley Till-
mon Phillips looked over her new lawn.
Greenplants pokedup fromblackmulch
beds. A gray-blue stone walkway led up
to the front steps.

Since early Sunday morning, passers-
by from the city and suburbs have
stopped to praise the yard. They caught
her unaware at first— shewas still in her
pajamas when the first few showed up.

“Now everyone is out on their
porches, me included,” Tillmon Phillips
said.

Tillmon Phillips and 18 of her neigh-
bors on North Parade Avenue in Buffalo
agreed to take part in the Front Yard
Garden Competition.

On July 6, landscapers began amake-
over of the 19 front and side yards on
North Parade. They fielded ideas from
the homeowners, but the landscapers
came up with the designs. Competition
organizers say that it’s the first of its kind
in the country.

SeeGardens on PageB2

The Taste
of Buffalo:
healthy,
delicious

Vendorswere required
to have 1 low-fat dish

By Steve Brachmann
NEWS STAFF REPORTER

Buffalonians aren’t exactly known for
making the healthy choice when it
comes to our food, but the 2010 Taste of
Buffalo proved to many that healthy
doesn’t mean tasteless.

The Taste of Buffalo has been in a
four-year partnership with the Indepen-
dent Health Foundation, which requires
all food vendors to bring one healthy op-
tion to sell. According to Mac Hartman,
chairman of the 2010 Taste, the health-
conscious program has been wildly suc-
cessful.

“There’s lots of creativity,” Hartman
said. “A lot of time and effort went into
creating really good food that’s very
healthy for you.”

Hartman said that recipes for healthy
options were submitted by each vendor
four months in advance of the festival.
Each recipe was analyzed by Indepen-
dent Health to ensure that the dish
would be low in calories, fat and sodium.
Hartman added that Independent
Health works with any food vendor with
a recipe that doesn’t make the cut to
make the offering healthier.

Kabab and Curry, a Pakistani and In-
dian-themed restaurant on Transit Road
in Amherst, served a chickenmalai tikka
featuring two grilled chicken pieces that
had been marinaded in ginger, garlic
and homemade yogurt.

“The yogurt helps it retain the mois-
ture,” said Madeeha Rehman, 31, a man-
ager at Kabab and Curry. “It burns off as
it’s grilled.” Rehman said that close to
1,000 servings of the malai tikka had
been ordered since the festival started
Saturday, making it their most popular

SeeTaste on PageB5
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IrisCostner, left, andYolandaFields
admireShirleyTillmonPhillips’ lawn
in thegardencompetition.
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Fromleft, JosieDelBello, PatAndersonandBarbaraBattagliawalk inForestLawnonSunday.The
cemetery features awebof roads for runners, bikers anddogwalkers.

By LouMichel
NEWS STAFF REPORTER

A
fter spending 28 days on a troop
transport ship out of Newport
News, Va., 19-year-old Richard
A. Gillette arrived in India and
figured he would get a chance to

recuperate from the long journey.
No such luck.
“Wewere put on a train the same day and

spent four days on it. Then wewere trans-
ported by truck for two hours to a remote air-
field and flown for 2ï hours to an airstrip in
Burma,” he said.

During the 1944 flight, he learned that a
few of the 28 soldiers on the plane with him
did not know how to shoot anM1 rifle.

“I was teaching them how to load it on the
plane. Themain thing was to get your thumb
out of the way, or you’d lose part of it,”
Gillette said.

As it turned out, the inexperience of his
comrades was the least of their worries. The
plane, they were told, stood a good chance of
being hit by bullets or mortars as it came in
for a landing. Or it might strike a hole in the
runway caused by Japanese field artillery.

“Before we landed, someone came out of
the pilot’s cabin and said, ‘If we can’t fly the
plane and you hear the engines roar, brace
yourself. We’re going to run it right off the
runway so that other planes can land.’Ç”

“It kind of gaveme the idea we were in
trouble,” Gillette recalled.

His hunch proved right.
“The plane was hit by bullets but was able

SeeVeteran on Page B2
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Extra!Extra!
This is one of our new features
available only in the print edition
of The BuffaloNews.

Want tohonoraveteran?
Contact News Staff Reporter LouMichel at lmichel@buffnews.com or call 849-5594.

RichardA.Gillette, 86
• Hometown: Buffalo
• Residence: Hamburg
• Rank: Sergeant
• Served: WorldWar II, Merrill’s Marauders,

forerunner to ArmyRangers,
Special Forces

• Years of Service: 1943-1946
• Honors: Decoration from Chinese

Gen. Chiang Kai-shek and
Chinese army

• Specialty: machine-gun operator

Battling with Merrill’s Marauders

Sharon Cantillon/Buffalo News

The1945snapshot shows
Sgt.RichardA.Gillette,
nowaresidentofHamburg,
inBurmawhile serving
withMerrill’sMarauders.
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In the Jasper Parrish Homes, chil-
dren share their playground with drug
dealers.

An open-air drug market ran unre-
strained at Shaffer Village. And in Ken-
field Homes, residents like Leonard Wil-
liams are used to the sounds of random
gunfire.

“The problems are here. The young
people, at night, are out here shooting
their guns and congregating,” Williams
said. “If you drive through here at 10:30,
11 o’clock, then you’ll see people hanging
on the corners.”

Crime is rampant in Buffalo’s public
housing. The response to the crime: the
new Buffalo Police Department Housing
Unit that started June 9. It is the first
dedicated public-housing security since
2005, when the BuffaloMunicipal Hous-
ing Authority eliminated its 26-member
public safety force in a budgetary move.

But for Williams and the rest of the
12,000 public-housing residents, no
monetary savings can make up for what
they lost in protection. Statistics from all
the 27 public-housing complexes show
the increase in crime. In 2005, the Hous-
ing Authority received 551 reports of ho-
micides, rapes, robberies, assaults, bur-
glaries, larcenies and vehicle thefts.

Last year, the Housing Authority re-
ceived 849 reports of the same types of
crime, a more than 50 percent increase.

In the public-housing complexes
now, the new Housing Unit targets seri-
ous crime, including drug trafficking
and violence.

TheHousingUnit costs the PoliceDe-
partment $2.1 million per year, with
$650,000 coming from a contract with
the Housing Authority. But the
$650,000 contract has yet to be ap-
proved by the Common Council.

In Kenfield Homes today, Williams
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For his secondbrutal lesson in
death, Alton Stewardhas been tak-
ing the curving roads through
stone-speckledhills of Forest Lawn
to Serenity.

There, inside the newest of the
bigwhitemausoleums, tinkling
music plays, and thewomanwho
lovedhimback to health after the
flurry of death in theVietnamWar
lies in a crypt.

Sometimes Steward sits for
hours in anupholstered benchby
thewindownear her.Maybe on
JudgmentDay thingswill change.
Maybe then, he’ll again bewith
Shirley Lorraine Steward, 7-19-50
to 9-4-06.

Her death tore throughhim.
“Howdo you endure?” said

Steward,whodissolves into tears
thinking of it.

Themysteries of death andof

the lives once led are part ofwhy
this place has a hold onpeople,
evenwhen they’re notmourning.
The graveyard built onhilly farm-
er’s land onBuffalo’s outskirts in
1849has grown into 270 acres and
nowhas the remains of 160,000
people. About 1,200newones
come each year.

Surroundedby city streets, it is
a refuge that consoleswith its love-
liness and the life it attracts.Wild
turkeys, a lakewith a dancing
woman in sculpture, a stream
where awhite heronhangs out, a
stone chapel. Dogwalkers, roller
skaters, runners and cyclistswan-
der theweb of roads through some
3,700 ash, locust, spruce and cy-
press trees shading the stonemau-
soleums, obelisks, sculptures, an-
gels and shrouds.

“It’s such an easy place to get
lost and get away,” saidMaryClare
Keenan, a regularwho likes the
workout in running the hills. “This

iswhereweplay.”
Her habits include touching the

stone by the statue ofDeerfoot,
1830-1896, a Senecawhoonce held
a record for running fivemiles in
25minutes. She andher running
friends like tomarvel at the ceme-
tery’sweird surprises. They have
watchedhuge turtlesmate by the
lake. They keep a lookout for a deer
they call Sammywhowill follow
several steps behind themas they
jog.

“He’s like a pet,” saidKeenan,
whomade jokes about her future
grave on a recent Sunday.

Perhaps a regal carving, like
somemedieval knight,would be
nice.

ThenKeenan thought of the
cemetery’smost popular celebrity.
“Iwantmyheadstone to look like
Rick James’,” she said. The funk
singer, cocaine addict and felon
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From her porch chair, Shirley Till-
mon Phillips looked over her new lawn.
Greenplants pokedup fromblackmulch
beds. A gray-blue stone walkway led up
to the front steps.

Since early Sunday morning, passers-
by from the city and suburbs have
stopped to praise the yard. They caught
her unaware at first— shewas still in her
pajamas when the first few showed up.

“Now everyone is out on their
porches, me included,” Tillmon Phillips
said.

Tillmon Phillips and 18 of her neigh-
bors on North Parade Avenue in Buffalo
agreed to take part in the Front Yard
Garden Competition.

On July 6, landscapers began amake-
over of the 19 front and side yards on
North Parade. They fielded ideas from
the homeowners, but the landscapers
came up with the designs. Competition
organizers say that it’s the first of its kind
in the country.

SeeGardens on PageB2

The Taste
of Buffalo:
healthy,
delicious

Vendorswere required
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By Steve Brachmann
NEWS STAFF REPORTER

Buffalonians aren’t exactly known for
making the healthy choice when it
comes to our food, but the 2010 Taste of
Buffalo proved to many that healthy
doesn’t mean tasteless.

The Taste of Buffalo has been in a
four-year partnership with the Indepen-
dent Health Foundation, which requires
all food vendors to bring one healthy op-
tion to sell. According to Mac Hartman,
chairman of the 2010 Taste, the health-
conscious program has been wildly suc-
cessful.

“There’s lots of creativity,” Hartman
said. “A lot of time and effort went into
creating really good food that’s very
healthy for you.”

Hartman said that recipes for healthy
options were submitted by each vendor
four months in advance of the festival.
Each recipe was analyzed by Indepen-
dent Health to ensure that the dish
would be low in calories, fat and sodium.
Hartman added that Independent
Health works with any food vendor with
a recipe that doesn’t make the cut to
make the offering healthier.

Kabab and Curry, a Pakistani and In-
dian-themed restaurant on Transit Road
in Amherst, served a chickenmalai tikka
featuring two grilled chicken pieces that
had been marinaded in ginger, garlic
and homemade yogurt.

“The yogurt helps it retain the mois-
ture,” said Madeeha Rehman, 31, a man-
ager at Kabab and Curry. “It burns off as
it’s grilled.” Rehman said that close to
1,000 servings of the malai tikka had
been ordered since the festival started
Saturday, making it their most popular
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By LouMichel
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A
fter spending 28 days on a troop
transport ship out of Newport
News, Va., 19-year-old Richard
A. Gillette arrived in India and
figured he would get a chance to

recuperate from the long journey.
No such luck.
“Wewere put on a train the same day and

spent four days on it. Then wewere trans-
ported by truck for two hours to a remote air-
field and flown for 2ï hours to an airstrip in
Burma,” he said.

During the 1944 flight, he learned that a
few of the 28 soldiers on the plane with him
did not know how to shoot anM1 rifle.

“I was teaching them how to load it on the
plane. Themain thing was to get your thumb
out of the way, or you’d lose part of it,”
Gillette said.

As it turned out, the inexperience of his
comrades was the least of their worries. The
plane, they were told, stood a good chance of
being hit by bullets or mortars as it came in
for a landing. Or it might strike a hole in the
runway caused by Japanese field artillery.

“Before we landed, someone came out of
the pilot’s cabin and said, ‘If we can’t fly the
plane and you hear the engines roar, brace
yourself. We’re going to run it right off the
runway so that other planes can land.’Ç”

“It kind of gaveme the idea we were in
trouble,” Gillette recalled.

His hunch proved right.
“The plane was hit by bullets but was able

SeeVeteran on Page B2

Saluting OurWar Heroes / Stories about those who served

Extra!Extra!
This is one of our new features
available only in the print edition
of The BuffaloNews.

Want tohonoraveteran?
Contact News Staff Reporter LouMichel at lmichel@buffnews.com or call 849-5594.

RichardA.Gillette, 86
• Hometown: Buffalo
• Residence: Hamburg
• Rank: Sergeant
• Served: WorldWar II, Merrill’s Marauders,

forerunner to ArmyRangers,
Special Forces

• Years of Service: 1943-1946
• Honors: Decoration from Chinese

Gen. Chiang Kai-shek and
Chinese army

• Specialty: machine-gun operator

Battling with Merrill’s Marauders
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The1945snapshot shows
Sgt.RichardA.Gillette,
nowaresidentofHamburg,
inBurmawhile serving
withMerrill’sMarauders.
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Sorbet was a cool, healthy treat on hot day
TASTE • fromB1

dish.
“It’s fantastic,” said Mark Williams, 31,

of Orchard Park. “It’s spicy goodness on a
stick.”Williams had no idea that he was or-
dering the healthy option and, although it
tasted healthy, it didn’t taste bad.

SixTaste of Buffalo tickets purchased an
eight-ounce serving of beans and greens
soup, a stew made with butter beans, can-
nellini beans, escarole and ditalini pasta,
from the stand for Orazio’s Restaurant of
Clarence. Earlier, the dish had been recog-
nized as second place among all healthy op-
tions from Taste vendors by Independent
Health.

“It’s unbelievable. We probably went
through 2,500 portions,” saidOrazio Ippoli-
to Jr., 42, chef and owner ofOrazio’s. Ippoli-
to said hewas approached by onemanwho
had been eating vegetarian for 34 years.
“He said itwas the best vegetarian dish he’s
ever had.”

Michael Campbell and Amanda Aikin,
both of Buffalo, had stepped behind theOr-
azio’s stand to enjoy their beans and greens
soup.

“It’s delicious,” Campbell said. “It has a
nice creamy taste, good texture. It reminds
me of pasta fagioli.” Aikin agreed, stating
that she prefered the dish over many of the
greasier items available.

Joe DeCecco, 33, a waiter with Amici
Ristorante in Kenmore, was at the Amici
stand passing out puttanesca sauce over
spaghetti squash. According to DeCecco,
the squash is cooked and strung outwith a
fork to create something akin to angel hair
pasta.

“Instead of pasta and all those carbs,
you’re getting vegetables with sauce,” he
said.

DeCecco said that sales of the spaghetti
squash with puttanesca were on par with
orders for Amici’s other offerings, including
stuffed hot peppers and eggplant.

The healthy option requirement didn’t
cause Sweet Melody’s of Clarence, an Ital-
ian-style gelateria, to make any large
changes.

“We’re lucky, we bring [sorbet] any-
ways,” said Chuck Incorvia, owner of Sweet

Melody’s. “It just happens to be a pretty
healthy thing.”

Incorvia said that hotter temperatures,
like those many Taste visitors experienced
Sunday, send sorbet sales through the roof.
The sorbet made by Sweet Melody’s is
made exclusively from fresh fruit blended
in a batch freezer, making it fat-free.

“It’s much more refreshing and colder
than gelato or regular ice cream,” Incorvia
said.

Relaxing on the inner part of Niagara
Square to enjoy their sorbets were Shelly
Phillips, 49, of East Aurora; Diane Pozorski,
50, of Orchard Park; and her fiance, Jack
Jensen, 55, of Orchard Park. Pozorski and

Phillips had both ordered the lemon, while
Jensen was enjoying the raspberry sorbet.

“I’ve been noticing the healthy items,”
said Pozorski. “It seems that every stand
has a healthy choice item.”

Phillips thought that the healthy choice
programwas a great idea. “It gives you a lot
of options,” she said.

Jensen noted that he could tell that the
sorbet tasted healthier, but he certainly
wasn’t put off by this. “I don’t think we’ve
tried enough,” he said.

e-mail: sbrachmann@buffnews.com

Rachel A. Robbins, caretaker
for 21 foster children
Oct. 11, 1926—July 8, 2010

Rachel AikenRobbins, care-
taker for 21 foster children and
a former director of theCradle
of BlackPearlsDayCareCenter,
diedThursday after a long ill-
ness. Shewas 83.

BornRachel Foster inBuffa-
lo, shewas raised fromage 7 at
the St.Vincent Franciscan con-
vent nearMain andRiley
streets after hermother relin-
quished custody.

In 1944,Mrs.Robbins grad-
uated fromLackawannaHigh
School. She returned to school
in the 1970s and earnedher as-
sociate’s degree in early child-
hood education fromBuffalo
State College in 1978.

In 1949, she andher hus-
band, Charles, took in their first
foster child,whohadbeen
abandonedbyhisparents and
was living on the streets in their
neighborhood. Although their
first foster childwas taken in in-
formally, theRobbinsesworked
through theErie CountyDe-
partment of Social Services for
subsequent foster children, in-
cludingmany children inpro-
tective custody. In 1979, the
Robbinseswere presented the
Family LifeAwardby theBuffa-

loUrbanLeague for their foster
carework.

In the late 1950s,Mrs. Rob-
binsworkedwith both the
MichiganAvenueYMCA and
theBuffalo JewishCommunity
Center, becoming the first Afri-
can-Americanwoman to serve
at the center. Shewas a secre-
tary anddirector’s assistant
with both organizations.

In 1975,Mrs.Robbinswas
selected by theBlackBusiness
Men’s Association tobe thedi-
rector of theCradle of Black
Pearls onMichiganAvenue.
The day care centerwas dedi-
cated to taking care of the chil-
dren of youngurbanmothers
so that they could receive an ed-
ucation.Mrs.Robbins directed
the center for five years.

In retirement,Mrs.Robbins
served as aEucharisticminister
for her homeparish,Our Lady
of LourdesCatholic Church,
and served in the same role at
many other local parishes.

Survivors include two
daughters, Donna andLynne,
and two sons, Kenneth and
Charles.

AMass of ChristianBurial
willbe offered at 10 a.m. today
in St. JosephUniversity Catho-
lic Church, 3269Main St.

Newunit has critics within Police Department
HOUSING • fromB1

makes sure he is in his apart-
ment for the night by 8. He
won’t even make a trip to the
grocery store three blocks away.

He considers himself lucky,
though.His apartment is on the
second floor. That means he
doesn’t have to dive to the floor
with each gunshot.

“I live on the second floor, so
I don’t have to worry about it,
but I get calls all the time, ‘Com-
missioner, do you hear all that
shooting?’ ” said Williams, a
tenant-elected Housing Author-
ity commissioner whose term
ended June 30.

At Jasper Parrish, Dana Gar-
land remembers her sister’s
birthday in 2008 well. She was
almost shot that night.

Itwas a cold February night,
and Garland parked farther
down from her house on Jasper
Parrish Drive than she would
have liked. She saw a group of
kids on the street between her
and her house.

When she left her car, she
heard the gunshot.

“I heard the shot, and I saw
smoke from the gun. I don’t
knowwho did it,” Garland said.

She raced for a friend’s
house nearby and called the po-
lice.

Things have gotten somuch
worse since the old public safe-
ty force left, Garland said.

“And last year, therewas like
a shooting every day,” Garland
said. “We still had problems,
but we felt better having our
own police force.”

In March 2005, the Housing
Authority voted to cut its 26-
member public safety force.
City officials still say that a lack
of federal funds led to the loss
of the force.

But seven months after the
cut, the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment issued a report that found

rampant fiscal mismanage-
ment inside Buffalo’s Housing
Authority, including $900 cell-
phone bills and winter trips to
warm-weather conventions.

When the Buffalo Police De-
partment learned of the cut, it
studied the calls from the 27
Housing Authority complexes.
A “comprehensive analysis”
concluded that Buffalo police
did not need a dedicated hous-
ing force.

The department declined to
provide a copy of the 2005 re-
port, and current officials said
they are “not aware” of the re-
port’s existence.

Despite the lack of federal
funds in 2005 and that depart-
mental analysis, the Buffalo po-
lice now have a new Housing
Unit staffed by 18 police offi-
cers, two lieutenants and one
captain. They work 3:30 p.m. to
1:30 a.m., putting out two or
three two-officer cars each day.

The Housing Unit’s goal is
not to respond to 911 calls; it
deals with larger crime and
works with other police task
forces, including the Narcotics

Squad. Unit officers respond to
calls if they are in the area, but
district police still respond to
every call anyway, Capt. GuyZa-
gara said.

Police declined to comment
on specific policing strategies.
Since June 9, the Housing Unit
has made roughly 115 arrests.

The unit receives new tar-
gets each day, based on recent
reports. The officers are not at
all 27 public-housing complexes
daily, instead concentrating on
the housing unitswith thehigh-
est levels of crime, said Police
Commissioner Daniel Derenda,
whose appointment awaits
Common Council confirmation.

The Housing Unit will work
with public-housing residents
and tenant councils to learn the
area, the complaints and who
causes the problems. Police lost
the knowledge and experience
of the old public safety force,
who knew the residents and the
complexes’ layouts well, Deren-
da said.

The complexes with the
most crime are Commodore
Perry, Shaffer, Jasper Parrish

andKenfield-Langfield.
Some Council members, led

most vocally by South District
Council Member Michael A.
Kearns, have asked if the Hous-
ing Unit will take officers away
from the city’s five police dis-
tricts. Derenda said the districts
did not lose any officers in the
unit’s creation.

Kearns and other Council
members have asked if there is
not a better way to allocate the
unit’s manpower. All neighbor-
hoods in the city should receive
the same kind of police protec-
tion, Kearns said.

“I guess there would be
some block clubs who would
like their own police force,”
Kearns said.

Even among some police,
the unit has critics, like Capt.
BobMeegan, Police Benevolent
Association president. He con-
tends the unit will not be used
as a dedicated housing force;
that its officers instead will
have to take calls, drawing
them away from the complexes.

He called the unit’s creation
“smoke and mirrors” and said
that citizens are being lied to
about how the unitwill be used.

“They’re telling the poor citi-
zens that these guys are going
to be there,” Meegan said.

Derenda has said the unit
will be used to respond to emer-
gency calls. He has stressed that
the unit is under the authority
of the police and not the Hous-
ing Authority.

With any luck, Kenfield resi-
dent Williams says, things will
start to get better with the new
police.

“If they’re dedicated todoing
the job—theywillbe able to get
to know the various communi-
ties, to get know the bad actors,
to get know the good actors and
will be able to make a differ-
ence, yes,“Williams said.

e-mail: abrown@buffnews.com

Taste of Buffalo winners
People’s Choice—Chester’s Cajun

Grill, East Amherst, blackened shrimp
over Cajun rice.

Chairman’s Choice—Ms.Goodies,
Buffalo, JunkyardDog.

Children’s Choice—Nick Charlap’s
Ice Cream,Hamburg, chocolate vanilla
twist cone.

LouBillitierMemorial “Rookie of the
Year”Award—PapayaRestaurant, Buf-
falo.

BestDessert—Landies Candies, Buf-
falo, strawberry kabobs.

BestWine—GlenoraWineCellars,
Dundee, dryRiesling.

BestOverallFood—Torches, Ken-
more,Nickel CityMac&Cheese.

BestMeat Item—DinosaurBBQ,
Rochester, pork sliders.

Best Seafood Item—Chester’s Cajun
Grill, blackened shrimp over Cajun rice.

Best Vegetarian Item—Bing’s,Am-
herst, artichoke gratinee.

Best ComfortFood (selected by
County Legislator LynnMarinelli)—
Anderson’s FrozenCustard, Amherst,
PecanTurtle Crunch.

NewYorkAward (chosenbyCounty
ClerkKathyHochul)—Orazio’s, Clar-

ence, seafood fusilli.
Pat SardinaMemorial Award—E.M.

Chrusciki Bakery, Buffalo, caramel con-
fusion.

IndependentHealthHealthyChoice
Options—Firstplace:Giacobbi’s Pasta
andPizza,Hamburg, turkeymeatball in
marinara; secondplace:Orazio’s, beans
and greens soup; thirdplace: SaigonCa-
fe, Buffalo, summer roll.

OLEJNICZAK - Paula A.
(nee Kwapis)
July 10, 2010, dear mother of Jeffrey P.
(Dawn) Olejniczak of Tucson, AZ; sis-
ter of Elizabeth, Christine and the late
Richard; dear aunt of Karen. Funeral
service from the BARRON-MILLER
FUNERAL HOME, INC., 3025 William
St. near Union Rd., Cheektowaga,
Wednesday at 9:30. Family present
Tuesday 4-8. If desired, memorials may
be made to The Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion of WNY.

WING - Eugene R.
Age 73, of Eden, NY,
died July 9, 2010,
devoted husband of
Beulah J. (Munson);
beloved father of Ste-
ven E. (Brian Gens)
Wing and Michael P.

(Deborah) Wing; grandfather of Zach-
ary M., Pearson J. and Spencer T.
Wing; brother of Richard D. (Shirley)
Wing and Marilyn Ferry; 34 nieces
and nephews also survive. Family and
friends are invited to call on Tuesday,
July 13 from 7-9 PM and Wednesday,
July 14 from 2-4 PM and 7-9 PM at the
LAING FUNERAL HOME, INC., 2724
W. Church St., Eden, NY. Funeral
Services will be held on Thursday, July
15 at 11 AM in the St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church. Memorials may be made to the
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Memorial
Fund, 3487 N. Boston Rd., Eden, NY.
Full Obit on www.laingfuneralhome.
com

O’ROURKE - Louise E.
(nee Speicher)
Of Lackawanna, NY, July 9, 2010,
beloved wife of the late Gerald J.
O’Rourke, Sr.; dearest mother of Ger-
ald, Jr. (Carolyn and the late Rose-
mary), William C. (Mary Ann), Eugene
A. (Judith), Philip (Paula), and Linda
(James Lyons) O’Rourke; also survived
by 12 grandchildren and 17 great-
grandchildren; sister of Dr. Carl (Mary
Lou) Speicher. Friends received 2-4 &
7-9 PM Monday only at the CURTIN
FUNERAL HOME, INC., 1340 Union
Road, West Seneca. A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial will be celebrated in Our
Lady of Victory Basilica on Tuesday at
10:30 AM. Please assemble at church.
Arrangements by William O’Rourke
Funeral Director.

MUCCI - Laura S.
(nee Suffoletta)
July 11, 2010, of West Seneca, NY,
wife of the late Richard; beloved mother
of Sabina (Autry) Leonard and the late
Richard Mucci, Jr.; sister of Dorothy
(Carmen) Pericozzi, John (Carol) Suf-
foletta, Viola (late Whitey) Syta and the
late Arthur (late Edith) Suffoletta; grand-
mother of Daniel, William, Donna, Sam-
uel and the late Laura; also survived
by 10 great-grandchildren and many
nieces and nephews. Funeral Services
Tuesday at 10 AM from the SIECK &
MAST FUNERAL HOME, 250 Orchard
Park Rd., West Seneca, 825-5205. Rel-
atives and friends are invited to attend.
Family will be present Monday 6-9 PM.
Interment in Hillcrest Cemetery.

SITCOV - Abraham
July 11, 2010, husband
of Shirley Sitcov; father
of Heidi (Barry
Beiseigel) Sitcov of
Springfield, VA,
Michael (Rose
DiNapoli) Sitcov of

Arlington, VA, Steven (Kristin) Sitcov of
Seattle, WA and Cynthia (Andrew
Semmel) Sitcov of Arlington, VA;
brother of Hannah Morrison, Arthur
(Inez) Sitcov and the late Sarah
Nissenson; also survived by many
loving grandchildren. Funeral Services
will be held Tuesday 11 AM at
MESNEKOFF FUNERAL HOME, 8630
Transit Rd., E. Amherst, 639-8890.
Memorials may be made to Hospice
Buffalo, Inc., 225 Como Park Blvd.,
Cheektowaga, NY 14227. Shiva will be
observed Tuesday and Wednesday
5-8 PM at 755 Renaissance Dr., C-301,
Williamsville.

MEAD - Mary F. (nee Hatzai)
Of Hamburg, July 9, 2010, wife of the
late Robert W. Mead, Sr.; mother of
Darlene (Gerard) Majchrowicz, Robert
Jr., Mark (Lynn) and Brian (Michelle)
Mead; sister of Margaret Doucet; grand-
mother of Ashley Mead, Connor Maj-
chrowicz and the late Sheri-Lynn Mead.
Friends may call at the DONALD M.
DEMMERLEY FUNERAL HOME, INC.,
21 Pierce Ave., Hamburg, Tuesday 4-8
PM. A Memorial Service will be held at
The Orchard Park Kingdom Hall, 6897
Milestrip Rd., 14127, Wednesday at
6:30 PM. Friends invited. Flowers
gratefully declined. Memorials to Ridge
View Manor or Orchard Park Kingdom
Hall. Online guest register at
www.demmerleyfuneralhome.com

Deaths
SEGER - Edward L.
July 10, 2010, of Depew, NY, beloved
husband of Geraldine (nee Towner);
dearest father of Edward W. (Karen),
Deborah (late Donald) Burns-Seger,
Patricia (Gary) Grudzinski, Mark (Cece-
lia) and Michael (Sharon) Seger; loving
grandfather of Jennifer, Edward, Sean,
Tiffany, Eric, Sadie, Emily and Sarah;
great-grandfather of Kaylin and Han-
nah; brother of Joan (Joe) Pace and
the late Elizabeth (late Richard) Horn;
survived by nieces and nephews. The
family will be present to receive friends
on Monday from 7-9 PM and Tuesday
2-4 and 7-9 PM at the DANIEL R.
SMOLAREK FUNERAL HOME, 2510
Union Rd., Cheektowaga (two blocks
south of William St.) where a Prayer
Service will be held on Wednesday at
10 AM. Interment in St. Adalbert’s Cem-
etery, Lancaster. In lieu of flowers, do-
nations may be made to Boy Scouts of
America or Muscular Dystrophy Assn.

Help by giving students a way to improve their
reading, writing and critical thinking skills.
Become a Newspaper In Education sponsor.

To find out how call

(716)849-3477.

Is your company looking for a
way to inspire and educate

tomorrow’s leaders?

Obituaries and Local News

Sharon Cantillon/Buffalo News

PoliceOfficersDonnaBenitez andBartAdamsget ready for
their shift at theHousingAuthorityheadquarters.

Robert Kirkham/Buffalo News

MariaLenhardt andJoeCoppola
shareartichokes.
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Police
Housing
Unit

created
New city security force
tackles drugs, violence

ByAbramBrown
NEWS STAFF REPORTER

In the Jasper Parrish Homes, chil-
dren share their playground with drug
dealers.

An open-air drug market ran unre-
strained at Shaffer Village. And in Ken-
field Homes, residents like Leonard Wil-
liams are used to the sounds of random
gunfire.

“The problems are here. The young
people, at night, are out here shooting
their guns and congregating,” Williams
said. “If you drive through here at 10:30,
11 o’clock, then you’ll see people hanging
on the corners.”

Crime is rampant in Buffalo’s public
housing. The response to the crime: the
new Buffalo Police Department Housing
Unit that started June 9. It is the first
dedicated public-housing security since
2005, when the BuffaloMunicipal Hous-
ing Authority eliminated its 26-member
public safety force in a budgetary move.

But for Williams and the rest of the
12,000 public-housing residents, no
monetary savings can make up for what
they lost in protection. Statistics from all
the 27 public-housing complexes show
the increase in crime. In 2005, the Hous-
ing Authority received 551 reports of ho-
micides, rapes, robberies, assaults, bur-
glaries, larcenies and vehicle thefts.

Last year, the Housing Authority re-
ceived 849 reports of the same types of
crime, a more than 50 percent increase.

In the public-housing complexes
now, the new Housing Unit targets seri-
ous crime, including drug trafficking
and violence.

TheHousingUnit costs the PoliceDe-
partment $2.1 million per year, with
$650,000 coming from a contract with
the Housing Authority. But the
$650,000 contract has yet to be ap-
proved by the Common Council.

In Kenfield Homes today, Williams

SeeHousing on PageB5

Gathering Places / Forest Lawn

A refuge of life amid death
ByMichelleKearns

NEWS STAFF REPORTER

For his secondbrutal lesson in
death, Alton Stewardhas been tak-
ing the curving roads through
stone-speckledhills of Forest Lawn
to Serenity.

There, inside the newest of the
bigwhitemausoleums, tinkling
music plays, and thewomanwho
lovedhimback to health after the
flurry of death in theVietnamWar
lies in a crypt.

Sometimes Steward sits for
hours in anupholstered benchby
thewindownear her.Maybe on
JudgmentDay thingswill change.
Maybe then, he’ll again bewith
Shirley Lorraine Steward, 7-19-50
to 9-4-06.

Her death tore throughhim.
“Howdo you endure?” said

Steward,whodissolves into tears
thinking of it.

Themysteries of death andof

the lives once led are part ofwhy
this place has a hold onpeople,
evenwhen they’re notmourning.
The graveyard built onhilly farm-
er’s land onBuffalo’s outskirts in
1849has grown into 270 acres and
nowhas the remains of 160,000
people. About 1,200newones
come each year.

Surroundedby city streets, it is
a refuge that consoleswith its love-
liness and the life it attracts.Wild
turkeys, a lakewith a dancing
woman in sculpture, a stream
where awhite heronhangs out, a
stone chapel. Dogwalkers, roller
skaters, runners and cyclistswan-
der theweb of roads through some
3,700 ash, locust, spruce and cy-
press trees shading the stonemau-
soleums, obelisks, sculptures, an-
gels and shrouds.

“It’s such an easy place to get
lost and get away,” saidMaryClare
Keenan, a regularwho likes the
workout in running the hills. “This

iswhereweplay.”
Her habits include touching the

stone by the statue ofDeerfoot,
1830-1896, a Senecawhoonce held
a record for running fivemiles in
25minutes. She andher running
friends like tomarvel at the ceme-
tery’sweird surprises. They have
watchedhuge turtlesmate by the
lake. They keep a lookout for a deer
they call Sammywhowill follow
several steps behind themas they
jog.

“He’s like a pet,” saidKeenan,
whomade jokes about her future
grave on a recent Sunday.

Perhaps a regal carving, like
somemedieval knight,would be
nice.

ThenKeenan thought of the
cemetery’smost popular celebrity.
“Iwantmyheadstone to look like
Rick James’,” she said. The funk
singer, cocaine addict and felon

SeeCemetery on PageB2

Gardening
competition
attracts voters
and visitors

ByAbramBrown
NEWS STAFF REPORTER

From her porch chair, Shirley Till-
mon Phillips looked over her new lawn.
Greenplants pokedup fromblackmulch
beds. A gray-blue stone walkway led up
to the front steps.

Since early Sunday morning, passers-
by from the city and suburbs have
stopped to praise the yard. They caught
her unaware at first— shewas still in her
pajamas when the first few showed up.

“Now everyone is out on their
porches, me included,” Tillmon Phillips
said.

Tillmon Phillips and 18 of her neigh-
bors on North Parade Avenue in Buffalo
agreed to take part in the Front Yard
Garden Competition.

On July 6, landscapers began amake-
over of the 19 front and side yards on
North Parade. They fielded ideas from
the homeowners, but the landscapers
came up with the designs. Competition
organizers say that it’s the first of its kind
in the country.

SeeGardens on PageB2

The Taste
of Buffalo:
healthy,
delicious

Vendorswere required
to have 1 low-fat dish

By Steve Brachmann
NEWS STAFF REPORTER

Buffalonians aren’t exactly known for
making the healthy choice when it
comes to our food, but the 2010 Taste of
Buffalo proved to many that healthy
doesn’t mean tasteless.

The Taste of Buffalo has been in a
four-year partnership with the Indepen-
dent Health Foundation, which requires
all food vendors to bring one healthy op-
tion to sell. According to Mac Hartman,
chairman of the 2010 Taste, the health-
conscious program has been wildly suc-
cessful.

“There’s lots of creativity,” Hartman
said. “A lot of time and effort went into
creating really good food that’s very
healthy for you.”

Hartman said that recipes for healthy
options were submitted by each vendor
four months in advance of the festival.
Each recipe was analyzed by Indepen-
dent Health to ensure that the dish
would be low in calories, fat and sodium.
Hartman added that Independent
Health works with any food vendor with
a recipe that doesn’t make the cut to
make the offering healthier.

Kabab and Curry, a Pakistani and In-
dian-themed restaurant on Transit Road
in Amherst, served a chickenmalai tikka
featuring two grilled chicken pieces that
had been marinaded in ginger, garlic
and homemade yogurt.

“The yogurt helps it retain the mois-
ture,” said Madeeha Rehman, 31, a man-
ager at Kabab and Curry. “It burns off as
it’s grilled.” Rehman said that close to
1,000 servings of the malai tikka had
been ordered since the festival started
Saturday, making it their most popular

SeeTaste on PageB5
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IrisCostner, left, andYolandaFields
admireShirleyTillmonPhillips’ lawn
in thegardencompetition.

Adam Wolffbrandt/Buffalo News

Fromleft, JosieDelBello, PatAndersonandBarbaraBattagliawalk inForestLawnonSunday.The
cemetery features awebof roads for runners, bikers anddogwalkers.

By LouMichel
NEWS STAFF REPORTER

A
fter spending 28 days on a troop
transport ship out of Newport
News, Va., 19-year-old Richard
A. Gillette arrived in India and
figured he would get a chance to

recuperate from the long journey.
No such luck.
“Wewere put on a train the same day and

spent four days on it. Then wewere trans-
ported by truck for two hours to a remote air-
field and flown for 2ï hours to an airstrip in
Burma,” he said.

During the 1944 flight, he learned that a
few of the 28 soldiers on the plane with him
did not know how to shoot anM1 rifle.

“I was teaching them how to load it on the
plane. Themain thing was to get your thumb
out of the way, or you’d lose part of it,”
Gillette said.

As it turned out, the inexperience of his
comrades was the least of their worries. The
plane, they were told, stood a good chance of
being hit by bullets or mortars as it came in
for a landing. Or it might strike a hole in the
runway caused by Japanese field artillery.

“Before we landed, someone came out of
the pilot’s cabin and said, ‘If we can’t fly the
plane and you hear the engines roar, brace
yourself. We’re going to run it right off the
runway so that other planes can land.’Ç”

“It kind of gaveme the idea we were in
trouble,” Gillette recalled.

His hunch proved right.
“The plane was hit by bullets but was able

SeeVeteran on Page B2

Saluting OurWar Heroes / Stories about those who served

Extra!Extra!
This is one of our new features
available only in the print edition
of The BuffaloNews.

Want tohonoraveteran?
Contact News Staff Reporter LouMichel at lmichel@buffnews.com or call 849-5594.

RichardA.Gillette, 86
• Hometown: Buffalo
• Residence: Hamburg
• Rank: Sergeant
• Served: WorldWar II, Merrill’s Marauders,

forerunner to ArmyRangers,
Special Forces

• Years of Service: 1943-1946
• Honors: Decoration from Chinese

Gen. Chiang Kai-shek and
Chinese army

• Specialty: machine-gun operator

Battling with Merrill’s Marauders

Sharon Cantillon/Buffalo News

The1945snapshot shows
Sgt.RichardA.Gillette,
nowaresidentofHamburg,
inBurmawhile serving
withMerrill’sMarauders.
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In the Jasper Parrish Homes, chil-
dren share their playground with drug
dealers.

An open-air drug market ran unre-
strained at Shaffer Village. And in Ken-
field Homes, residents like Leonard Wil-
liams are used to the sounds of random
gunfire.

“The problems are here. The young
people, at night, are out here shooting
their guns and congregating,” Williams
said. “If you drive through here at 10:30,
11 o’clock, then you’ll see people hanging
on the corners.”

Crime is rampant in Buffalo’s public
housing. The response to the crime: the
new Buffalo Police Department Housing
Unit that started June 9. It is the first
dedicated public-housing security since
2005, when the BuffaloMunicipal Hous-
ing Authority eliminated its 26-member
public safety force in a budgetary move.

But for Williams and the rest of the
12,000 public-housing residents, no
monetary savings can make up for what
they lost in protection. Statistics from all
the 27 public-housing complexes show
the increase in crime. In 2005, the Hous-
ing Authority received 551 reports of ho-
micides, rapes, robberies, assaults, bur-
glaries, larcenies and vehicle thefts.

Last year, the Housing Authority re-
ceived 849 reports of the same types of
crime, a more than 50 percent increase.

In the public-housing complexes
now, the new Housing Unit targets seri-
ous crime, including drug trafficking
and violence.

TheHousingUnit costs the PoliceDe-
partment $2.1 million per year, with
$650,000 coming from a contract with
the Housing Authority. But the
$650,000 contract has yet to be ap-
proved by the Common Council.

In Kenfield Homes today, Williams
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all food vendors to bring one healthy op-
tion to sell. According to Mac Hartman,
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said. “A lot of time and effort went into
creating really good food that’s very
healthy for you.”
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would be low in calories, fat and sodium.
Hartman added that Independent
Health works with any food vendor with
a recipe that doesn’t make the cut to
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dian-themed restaurant on Transit Road
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figured he would get a chance to

recuperate from the long journey.
No such luck.
“Wewere put on a train the same day and

spent four days on it. Then wewere trans-
ported by truck for two hours to a remote air-
field and flown for 2ï hours to an airstrip in
Burma,” he said.

During the 1944 flight, he learned that a
few of the 28 soldiers on the plane with him
did not know how to shoot anM1 rifle.

“I was teaching them how to load it on the
plane. Themain thing was to get your thumb
out of the way, or you’d lose part of it,”
Gillette said.

As it turned out, the inexperience of his
comrades was the least of their worries. The
plane, they were told, stood a good chance of
being hit by bullets or mortars as it came in
for a landing. Or it might strike a hole in the
runway caused by Japanese field artillery.

“Before we landed, someone came out of
the pilot’s cabin and said, ‘If we can’t fly the
plane and you hear the engines roar, brace
yourself. We’re going to run it right off the
runway so that other planes can land.’Ç”

“It kind of gaveme the idea we were in
trouble,” Gillette recalled.

His hunch proved right.
“The plane was hit by bullets but was able

SeeVeteran on Page B2
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RichardA.Gillette, 86
• Hometown: Buffalo
• Residence: Hamburg
• Rank: Sergeant
• Served: WorldWar II, Merrill’s Marauders,

forerunner to ArmyRangers,
Special Forces

• Years of Service: 1943-1946
• Honors: Decoration from Chinese

Gen. Chiang Kai-shek and
Chinese army

• Specialty: machine-gun operator

Battling with Merrill’s Marauders
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The1945snapshot shows
Sgt.RichardA.Gillette,
nowaresidentofHamburg,
inBurmawhile serving
withMerrill’sMarauders.
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New city security force
tackles drugs, violence

ByAbramBrown
NEWS STAFF REPORTER

In the Jasper Parrish Homes, chil-
dren share their playground with drug
dealers.

An open-air drug market ran unre-
strained at Shaffer Village. And in Ken-
field Homes, residents like Leonard Wil-
liams are used to the sounds of random
gunfire.

“The problems are here. The young
people, at night, are out here shooting
their guns and congregating,” Williams
said. “If you drive through here at 10:30,
11 o’clock, then you’ll see people hanging
on the corners.”

Crime is rampant in Buffalo’s public
housing. The response to the crime: the
new Buffalo Police Department Housing
Unit that started June 9. It is the first
dedicated public-housing security since
2005, when the BuffaloMunicipal Hous-
ing Authority eliminated its 26-member
public safety force in a budgetary move.

But for Williams and the rest of the
12,000 public-housing residents, no
monetary savings can make up for what
they lost in protection. Statistics from all
the 27 public-housing complexes show
the increase in crime. In 2005, the Hous-
ing Authority received 551 reports of ho-
micides, rapes, robberies, assaults, bur-
glaries, larcenies and vehicle thefts.

Last year, the Housing Authority re-
ceived 849 reports of the same types of
crime, a more than 50 percent increase.

In the public-housing complexes
now, the new Housing Unit targets seri-
ous crime, including drug trafficking
and violence.

TheHousingUnit costs the PoliceDe-
partment $2.1 million per year, with
$650,000 coming from a contract with
the Housing Authority. But the
$650,000 contract has yet to be ap-
proved by the Common Council.

In Kenfield Homes today, Williams

SeeHousing on PageB5
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A refuge of life amid death
ByMichelleKearns

NEWS STAFF REPORTER

For his secondbrutal lesson in
death, Alton Stewardhas been tak-
ing the curving roads through
stone-speckledhills of Forest Lawn
to Serenity.

There, inside the newest of the
bigwhitemausoleums, tinkling
music plays, and thewomanwho
lovedhimback to health after the
flurry of death in theVietnamWar
lies in a crypt.

Sometimes Steward sits for
hours in anupholstered benchby
thewindownear her.Maybe on
JudgmentDay thingswill change.
Maybe then, he’ll again bewith
Shirley Lorraine Steward, 7-19-50
to 9-4-06.

Her death tore throughhim.
“Howdo you endure?” said

Steward,whodissolves into tears
thinking of it.

Themysteries of death andof

the lives once led are part ofwhy
this place has a hold onpeople,
evenwhen they’re notmourning.
The graveyard built onhilly farm-
er’s land onBuffalo’s outskirts in
1849has grown into 270 acres and
nowhas the remains of 160,000
people. About 1,200newones
come each year.

Surroundedby city streets, it is
a refuge that consoleswith its love-
liness and the life it attracts.Wild
turkeys, a lakewith a dancing
woman in sculpture, a stream
where awhite heronhangs out, a
stone chapel. Dogwalkers, roller
skaters, runners and cyclistswan-
der theweb of roads through some
3,700 ash, locust, spruce and cy-
press trees shading the stonemau-
soleums, obelisks, sculptures, an-
gels and shrouds.

“It’s such an easy place to get
lost and get away,” saidMaryClare
Keenan, a regularwho likes the
workout in running the hills. “This

iswhereweplay.”
Her habits include touching the

stone by the statue ofDeerfoot,
1830-1896, a Senecawhoonce held
a record for running fivemiles in
25minutes. She andher running
friends like tomarvel at the ceme-
tery’sweird surprises. They have
watchedhuge turtlesmate by the
lake. They keep a lookout for a deer
they call Sammywhowill follow
several steps behind themas they
jog.

“He’s like a pet,” saidKeenan,
whomade jokes about her future
grave on a recent Sunday.

Perhaps a regal carving, like
somemedieval knight,would be
nice.

ThenKeenan thought of the
cemetery’smost popular celebrity.
“Iwantmyheadstone to look like
Rick James’,” she said. The funk
singer, cocaine addict and felon

SeeCemetery on PageB2

Gardening
competition
attracts voters
and visitors

ByAbramBrown
NEWS STAFF REPORTER

From her porch chair, Shirley Till-
mon Phillips looked over her new lawn.
Greenplants pokedup fromblackmulch
beds. A gray-blue stone walkway led up
to the front steps.

Since early Sunday morning, passers-
by from the city and suburbs have
stopped to praise the yard. They caught
her unaware at first— shewas still in her
pajamas when the first few showed up.

“Now everyone is out on their
porches, me included,” Tillmon Phillips
said.

Tillmon Phillips and 18 of her neigh-
bors on North Parade Avenue in Buffalo
agreed to take part in the Front Yard
Garden Competition.

On July 6, landscapers began amake-
over of the 19 front and side yards on
North Parade. They fielded ideas from
the homeowners, but the landscapers
came up with the designs. Competition
organizers say that it’s the first of its kind
in the country.

SeeGardens on PageB2

The Taste
of Buffalo:
healthy,
delicious

Vendorswere required
to have 1 low-fat dish

By Steve Brachmann
NEWS STAFF REPORTER

Buffalonians aren’t exactly known for
making the healthy choice when it
comes to our food, but the 2010 Taste of
Buffalo proved to many that healthy
doesn’t mean tasteless.

The Taste of Buffalo has been in a
four-year partnership with the Indepen-
dent Health Foundation, which requires
all food vendors to bring one healthy op-
tion to sell. According to Mac Hartman,
chairman of the 2010 Taste, the health-
conscious program has been wildly suc-
cessful.

“There’s lots of creativity,” Hartman
said. “A lot of time and effort went into
creating really good food that’s very
healthy for you.”

Hartman said that recipes for healthy
options were submitted by each vendor
four months in advance of the festival.
Each recipe was analyzed by Indepen-
dent Health to ensure that the dish
would be low in calories, fat and sodium.
Hartman added that Independent
Health works with any food vendor with
a recipe that doesn’t make the cut to
make the offering healthier.

Kabab and Curry, a Pakistani and In-
dian-themed restaurant on Transit Road
in Amherst, served a chickenmalai tikka
featuring two grilled chicken pieces that
had been marinaded in ginger, garlic
and homemade yogurt.

“The yogurt helps it retain the mois-
ture,” said Madeeha Rehman, 31, a man-
ager at Kabab and Curry. “It burns off as
it’s grilled.” Rehman said that close to
1,000 servings of the malai tikka had
been ordered since the festival started
Saturday, making it their most popular

SeeTaste on PageB5
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A
fter spending 28 days on a troop
transport ship out of Newport
News, Va., 19-year-old Richard
A. Gillette arrived in India and
figured he would get a chance to

recuperate from the long journey.
No such luck.
“Wewere put on a train the same day and

spent four days on it. Then wewere trans-
ported by truck for two hours to a remote air-
field and flown for 2ï hours to an airstrip in
Burma,” he said.

During the 1944 flight, he learned that a
few of the 28 soldiers on the plane with him
did not know how to shoot anM1 rifle.

“I was teaching them how to load it on the
plane. Themain thing was to get your thumb
out of the way, or you’d lose part of it,”
Gillette said.

As it turned out, the inexperience of his
comrades was the least of their worries. The
plane, they were told, stood a good chance of
being hit by bullets or mortars as it came in
for a landing. Or it might strike a hole in the
runway caused by Japanese field artillery.

“Before we landed, someone came out of
the pilot’s cabin and said, ‘If we can’t fly the
plane and you hear the engines roar, brace
yourself. We’re going to run it right off the
runway so that other planes can land.’Ç”

“It kind of gaveme the idea we were in
trouble,” Gillette recalled.

His hunch proved right.
“The plane was hit by bullets but was able
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ByAbramBrown
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In the Jasper Parrish Homes, chil-
dren share their playground with drug
dealers.

An open-air drug market ran unre-
strained at Shaffer Village. And in Ken-
field Homes, residents like Leonard Wil-
liams are used to the sounds of random
gunfire.

“The problems are here. The young
people, at night, are out here shooting
their guns and congregating,” Williams
said. “If you drive through here at 10:30,
11 o’clock, then you’ll see people hanging
on the corners.”

Crime is rampant in Buffalo’s public
housing. The response to the crime: the
new Buffalo Police Department Housing
Unit that started June 9. It is the first
dedicated public-housing security since
2005, when the BuffaloMunicipal Hous-
ing Authority eliminated its 26-member
public safety force in a budgetary move.

But for Williams and the rest of the
12,000 public-housing residents, no
monetary savings can make up for what
they lost in protection. Statistics from all
the 27 public-housing complexes show
the increase in crime. In 2005, the Hous-
ing Authority received 551 reports of ho-
micides, rapes, robberies, assaults, bur-
glaries, larcenies and vehicle thefts.

Last year, the Housing Authority re-
ceived 849 reports of the same types of
crime, a more than 50 percent increase.

In the public-housing complexes
now, the new Housing Unit targets seri-
ous crime, including drug trafficking
and violence.

TheHousingUnit costs the PoliceDe-
partment $2.1 million per year, with
$650,000 coming from a contract with
the Housing Authority. But the
$650,000 contract has yet to be ap-
proved by the Common Council.

In Kenfield Homes today, Williams
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to the front steps.
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stopped to praise the yard. They caught
her unaware at first— shewas still in her
pajamas when the first few showed up.

“Now everyone is out on their
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bors on North Parade Avenue in Buffalo
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making the healthy choice when it
comes to our food, but the 2010 Taste of
Buffalo proved to many that healthy
doesn’t mean tasteless.

The Taste of Buffalo has been in a
four-year partnership with the Indepen-
dent Health Foundation, which requires
all food vendors to bring one healthy op-
tion to sell. According to Mac Hartman,
chairman of the 2010 Taste, the health-
conscious program has been wildly suc-
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“There’s lots of creativity,” Hartman
said. “A lot of time and effort went into
creating really good food that’s very
healthy for you.”

Hartman said that recipes for healthy
options were submitted by each vendor
four months in advance of the festival.
Each recipe was analyzed by Indepen-
dent Health to ensure that the dish
would be low in calories, fat and sodium.
Hartman added that Independent
Health works with any food vendor with
a recipe that doesn’t make the cut to
make the offering healthier.
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featuring two grilled chicken pieces that
had been marinaded in ginger, garlic
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ture,” said Madeeha Rehman, 31, a man-
ager at Kabab and Curry. “It burns off as
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transport ship out of Newport
News, Va., 19-year-old Richard
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figured he would get a chance to

recuperate from the long journey.
No such luck.
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spent four days on it. Then wewere trans-
ported by truck for two hours to a remote air-
field and flown for 2ï hours to an airstrip in
Burma,” he said.

During the 1944 flight, he learned that a
few of the 28 soldiers on the plane with him
did not know how to shoot anM1 rifle.

“I was teaching them how to load it on the
plane. Themain thing was to get your thumb
out of the way, or you’d lose part of it,”
Gillette said.

As it turned out, the inexperience of his
comrades was the least of their worries. The
plane, they were told, stood a good chance of
being hit by bullets or mortars as it came in
for a landing. Or it might strike a hole in the
runway caused by Japanese field artillery.

“Before we landed, someone came out of
the pilot’s cabin and said, ‘If we can’t fly the
plane and you hear the engines roar, brace
yourself. We’re going to run it right off the
runway so that other planes can land.’Ç”

“It kind of gaveme the idea we were in
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His hunch proved right.
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In the Jasper Parrish Homes, chil-
dren share their playground with drug
dealers.

An open-air drug market ran unre-
strained at Shaffer Village. And in Ken-
field Homes, residents like Leonard Wil-
liams are used to the sounds of random
gunfire.

“The problems are here. The young
people, at night, are out here shooting
their guns and congregating,” Williams
said. “If you drive through here at 10:30,
11 o’clock, then you’ll see people hanging
on the corners.”

Crime is rampant in Buffalo’s public
housing. The response to the crime: the
new Buffalo Police Department Housing
Unit that started June 9. It is the first
dedicated public-housing security since
2005, when the BuffaloMunicipal Hous-
ing Authority eliminated its 26-member
public safety force in a budgetary move.

But for Williams and the rest of the
12,000 public-housing residents, no
monetary savings can make up for what
they lost in protection. Statistics from all
the 27 public-housing complexes show
the increase in crime. In 2005, the Hous-
ing Authority received 551 reports of ho-
micides, rapes, robberies, assaults, bur-
glaries, larcenies and vehicle thefts.

Last year, the Housing Authority re-
ceived 849 reports of the same types of
crime, a more than 50 percent increase.

In the public-housing complexes
now, the new Housing Unit targets seri-
ous crime, including drug trafficking
and violence.

TheHousingUnit costs the PoliceDe-
partment $2.1 million per year, with
$650,000 coming from a contract with
the Housing Authority. But the
$650,000 contract has yet to be ap-
proved by the Common Council.
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Buffalo proved to many that healthy
doesn’t mean tasteless.

The Taste of Buffalo has been in a
four-year partnership with the Indepen-
dent Health Foundation, which requires
all food vendors to bring one healthy op-
tion to sell. According to Mac Hartman,
chairman of the 2010 Taste, the health-
conscious program has been wildly suc-
cessful.

“There’s lots of creativity,” Hartman
said. “A lot of time and effort went into
creating really good food that’s very
healthy for you.”

Hartman said that recipes for healthy
options were submitted by each vendor
four months in advance of the festival.
Each recipe was analyzed by Indepen-
dent Health to ensure that the dish
would be low in calories, fat and sodium.
Hartman added that Independent
Health works with any food vendor with
a recipe that doesn’t make the cut to
make the offering healthier.

Kabab and Curry, a Pakistani and In-
dian-themed restaurant on Transit Road
in Amherst, served a chickenmalai tikka
featuring two grilled chicken pieces that
had been marinaded in ginger, garlic
and homemade yogurt.

“The yogurt helps it retain the mois-
ture,” said Madeeha Rehman, 31, a man-
ager at Kabab and Curry. “It burns off as
it’s grilled.” Rehman said that close to
1,000 servings of the malai tikka had
been ordered since the festival started
Saturday, making it their most popular

SeeTaste on PageB5
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IrisCostner, left, andYolandaFields
admireShirleyTillmonPhillips’ lawn
in thegardencompetition.

Adam Wolffbrandt/Buffalo News

Fromleft, JosieDelBello, PatAndersonandBarbaraBattagliawalk inForestLawnonSunday.The
cemetery features awebof roads for runners, bikers anddogwalkers.

By LouMichel
NEWS STAFF REPORTER

A
fter spending 28 days on a troop
transport ship out of Newport
News, Va., 19-year-old Richard
A. Gillette arrived in India and
figured he would get a chance to

recuperate from the long journey.
No such luck.
“Wewere put on a train the same day and

spent four days on it. Then wewere trans-
ported by truck for two hours to a remote air-
field and flown for 2ï hours to an airstrip in
Burma,” he said.

During the 1944 flight, he learned that a
few of the 28 soldiers on the plane with him
did not know how to shoot anM1 rifle.

“I was teaching them how to load it on the
plane. Themain thing was to get your thumb
out of the way, or you’d lose part of it,”
Gillette said.

As it turned out, the inexperience of his
comrades was the least of their worries. The
plane, they were told, stood a good chance of
being hit by bullets or mortars as it came in
for a landing. Or it might strike a hole in the
runway caused by Japanese field artillery.

“Before we landed, someone came out of
the pilot’s cabin and said, ‘If we can’t fly the
plane and you hear the engines roar, brace
yourself. We’re going to run it right off the
runway so that other planes can land.’Ç”

“It kind of gaveme the idea we were in
trouble,” Gillette recalled.

His hunch proved right.
“The plane was hit by bullets but was able

SeeVeteran on Page B2
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Extra!Extra!
This is one of our new features
available only in the print edition
of The BuffaloNews.

Want tohonoraveteran?
Contact News Staff Reporter LouMichel at lmichel@buffnews.com or call 849-5594.

RichardA.Gillette, 86
• Hometown: Buffalo
• Residence: Hamburg
• Rank: Sergeant
• Served: WorldWar II, Merrill’s Marauders,

forerunner to ArmyRangers,
Special Forces

• Years of Service: 1943-1946
• Honors: Decoration from Chinese

Gen. Chiang Kai-shek and
Chinese army

• Specialty: machine-gun operator

Battling with Merrill’s Marauders

Sharon Cantillon/Buffalo News

The1945snapshot shows
Sgt.RichardA.Gillette,
nowaresidentofHamburg,
inBurmawhile serving
withMerrill’sMarauders.
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Police
Housing
Unit
created

New city security force
tackles drugs, violence

ByAbramBrown
NEWS STAFF REPORTER

In the Jasper Parrish Homes, chil-
dren share their playground with drug
dealers.

An open-air drug market ran unre-
strained at Shaffer Village. And in Ken-
field Homes, residents like Leonard Wil-
liams are used to the sounds of random
gunfire.

“The problems are here. The young
people, at night, are out here shooting
their guns and congregating,” Williams
said. “If you drive through here at 10:30,
11 o’clock, then you’ll see people hanging
on the corners.”

Crime is rampant in Buffalo’s public
housing. The response to the crime: the
new Buffalo Police Department Housing
Unit that started June 9. It is the first
dedicated public-housing security since
2005, when the BuffaloMunicipal Hous-
ing Authority eliminated its 26-member
public safety force in a budgetary move.

But for Williams and the rest of the
12,000 public-housing residents, no
monetary savings can make up for what
they lost in protection. Statistics from all
the 27 public-housing complexes show
the increase in crime. In 2005, the Hous-
ing Authority received 551 reports of ho-
micides, rapes, robberies, assaults, bur-
glaries, larcenies and vehicle thefts.

Last year, the Housing Authority re-
ceived 849 reports of the same types of
crime, a more than 50 percent increase.

In the public-housing complexes
now, the new Housing Unit targets seri-
ous crime, including drug trafficking
and violence.

TheHousingUnit costs the PoliceDe-
partment $2.1 million per year, with
$650,000 coming from a contract with
the Housing Authority. But the
$650,000 contract has yet to be ap-
proved by the Common Council.

In Kenfield Homes today, Williams

SeeHousing on PageB5

Gathering Places / Forest Lawn

A refuge of life amid death
ByMichelleKearns

NEWS STAFF REPORTER

For his secondbrutal lesson in
death, Alton Stewardhas been tak-
ing the curving roads through
stone-speckledhills of Forest Lawn
to Serenity.

There, inside the newest of the
bigwhitemausoleums, tinkling
music plays, and thewomanwho
lovedhimback to health after the
flurry of death in theVietnamWar
lies in a crypt.

Sometimes Steward sits for
hours in anupholstered benchby
thewindownear her.Maybe on
JudgmentDay thingswill change.
Maybe then, he’ll again bewith
Shirley Lorraine Steward, 7-19-50
to 9-4-06.

Her death tore throughhim.
“Howdo you endure?” said

Steward,whodissolves into tears
thinking of it.

Themysteries of death andof

the lives once led are part ofwhy
this place has a hold onpeople,
evenwhen they’re notmourning.
The graveyard built onhilly farm-
er’s land onBuffalo’s outskirts in
1849has grown into 270 acres and
nowhas the remains of 160,000
people. About 1,200newones
come each year.

Surroundedby city streets, it is
a refuge that consoleswith its love-
liness and the life it attracts.Wild
turkeys, a lakewith a dancing
woman in sculpture, a stream
where awhite heronhangs out, a
stone chapel. Dogwalkers, roller
skaters, runners and cyclistswan-
der theweb of roads through some
3,700 ash, locust, spruce and cy-
press trees shading the stonemau-
soleums, obelisks, sculptures, an-
gels and shrouds.

“It’s such an easy place to get
lost and get away,” saidMaryClare
Keenan, a regularwho likes the
workout in running the hills. “This

iswhereweplay.”
Her habits include touching the

stone by the statue ofDeerfoot,
1830-1896, a Senecawhoonce held
a record for running fivemiles in
25minutes. She andher running
friends like tomarvel at the ceme-
tery’sweird surprises. They have
watchedhuge turtlesmate by the
lake. They keep a lookout for a deer
they call Sammywhowill follow
several steps behind themas they
jog.

“He’s like a pet,” saidKeenan,
whomade jokes about her future
grave on a recent Sunday.

Perhaps a regal carving, like
somemedieval knight,would be
nice.

ThenKeenan thought of the
cemetery’smost popular celebrity.
“Iwantmyheadstone to look like
Rick James’,” she said. The funk
singer, cocaine addict and felon

SeeCemetery on PageB2

Gardening
competition
attracts voters
and visitors

ByAbramBrown
NEWS STAFF REPORTER

From her porch chair, Shirley Till-
mon Phillips looked over her new lawn.
Greenplants pokedup fromblackmulch
beds. A gray-blue stone walkway led up
to the front steps.

Since early Sunday morning, passers-
by from the city and suburbs have
stopped to praise the yard. They caught
her unaware at first— shewas still in her
pajamas when the first few showed up.

“Now everyone is out on their
porches, me included,” Tillmon Phillips
said.

Tillmon Phillips and 18 of her neigh-
bors on North Parade Avenue in Buffalo
agreed to take part in the Front Yard
Garden Competition.

On July 6, landscapers began amake-
over of the 19 front and side yards on
North Parade. They fielded ideas from
the homeowners, but the landscapers
came up with the designs. Competition
organizers say that it’s the first of its kind
in the country.

SeeGardens on PageB2

The Taste
of Buffalo:
healthy,
delicious

Vendorswere required
to have 1 low-fat dish

By Steve Brachmann
NEWS STAFF REPORTER

Buffalonians aren’t exactly known for
making the healthy choice when it
comes to our food, but the 2010 Taste of
Buffalo proved to many that healthy
doesn’t mean tasteless.

The Taste of Buffalo has been in a
four-year partnership with the Indepen-
dent Health Foundation, which requires
all food vendors to bring one healthy op-
tion to sell. According to Mac Hartman,
chairman of the 2010 Taste, the health-
conscious program has been wildly suc-
cessful.

“There’s lots of creativity,” Hartman
said. “A lot of time and effort went into
creating really good food that’s very
healthy for you.”

Hartman said that recipes for healthy
options were submitted by each vendor
four months in advance of the festival.
Each recipe was analyzed by Indepen-
dent Health to ensure that the dish
would be low in calories, fat and sodium.
Hartman added that Independent
Health works with any food vendor with
a recipe that doesn’t make the cut to
make the offering healthier.

Kabab and Curry, a Pakistani and In-
dian-themed restaurant on Transit Road
in Amherst, served a chickenmalai tikka
featuring two grilled chicken pieces that
had been marinaded in ginger, garlic
and homemade yogurt.

“The yogurt helps it retain the mois-
ture,” said Madeeha Rehman, 31, a man-
ager at Kabab and Curry. “It burns off as
it’s grilled.” Rehman said that close to
1,000 servings of the malai tikka had
been ordered since the festival started
Saturday, making it their most popular

SeeTaste on PageB5
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IrisCostner, left, andYolandaFields
admireShirleyTillmonPhillips’ lawn
in thegardencompetition.

Adam Wolffbrandt/Buffalo News

Fromleft, JosieDelBello, PatAndersonandBarbaraBattagliawalk inForestLawnonSunday.The
cemetery features awebof roads for runners, bikers anddogwalkers.

By LouMichel
NEWS STAFF REPORTER

A
fter spending 28 days on a troop
transport ship out of Newport
News, Va., 19-year-old Richard
A. Gillette arrived in India and
figured he would get a chance to

recuperate from the long journey.
No such luck.
“Wewere put on a train the same day and

spent four days on it. Then wewere trans-
ported by truck for two hours to a remote air-
field and flown for 2ï hours to an airstrip in
Burma,” he said.

During the 1944 flight, he learned that a
few of the 28 soldiers on the plane with him
did not know how to shoot anM1 rifle.

“I was teaching them how to load it on the
plane. Themain thing was to get your thumb
out of the way, or you’d lose part of it,”
Gillette said.

As it turned out, the inexperience of his
comrades was the least of their worries. The
plane, they were told, stood a good chance of
being hit by bullets or mortars as it came in
for a landing. Or it might strike a hole in the
runway caused by Japanese field artillery.

“Before we landed, someone came out of
the pilot’s cabin and said, ‘If we can’t fly the
plane and you hear the engines roar, brace
yourself. We’re going to run it right off the
runway so that other planes can land.’Ç”

“It kind of gaveme the idea we were in
trouble,” Gillette recalled.

His hunch proved right.
“The plane was hit by bullets but was able

SeeVeteran on Page B2
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This is one of our new features
available only in the print edition
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RichardA.Gillette, 86
• Hometown: Buffalo
• Residence: Hamburg
• Rank: Sergeant
• Served: WorldWar II, Merrill’s Marauders,

forerunner to ArmyRangers,
Special Forces

• Years of Service: 1943-1946
• Honors: Decoration from Chinese

Gen. Chiang Kai-shek and
Chinese army

• Specialty: machine-gun operator

Battling with Merrill’s Marauders

Sharon Cantillon/Buffalo News

The1945snapshot shows
Sgt.RichardA.Gillette,
nowaresidentofHamburg,
inBurmawhile serving
withMerrill’sMarauders.
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Sorbet was a cool, healthy treat on hot day
TASTE • fromB1

dish.
“It’s fantastic,” said Mark Williams, 31,

of Orchard Park. “It’s spicy goodness on a
stick.”Williams had no idea that he was or-
dering the healthy option and, although it
tasted healthy, it didn’t taste bad.

SixTaste of Buffalo tickets purchased an
eight-ounce serving of beans and greens
soup, a stew made with butter beans, can-
nellini beans, escarole and ditalini pasta,
from the stand for Orazio’s Restaurant of
Clarence. Earlier, the dish had been recog-
nized as second place among all healthy op-
tions from Taste vendors by Independent
Health.

“It’s unbelievable. We probably went
through 2,500 portions,” saidOrazio Ippoli-
to Jr., 42, chef and owner ofOrazio’s. Ippoli-
to said hewas approached by onemanwho
had been eating vegetarian for 34 years.
“He said itwas the best vegetarian dish he’s
ever had.”

Michael Campbell and Amanda Aikin,
both of Buffalo, had stepped behind theOr-
azio’s stand to enjoy their beans and greens
soup.

“It’s delicious,” Campbell said. “It has a
nice creamy taste, good texture. It reminds
me of pasta fagioli.” Aikin agreed, stating
that she prefered the dish over many of the
greasier items available.

Joe DeCecco, 33, a waiter with Amici
Ristorante in Kenmore, was at the Amici
stand passing out puttanesca sauce over
spaghetti squash. According to DeCecco,
the squash is cooked and strung outwith a
fork to create something akin to angel hair
pasta.

“Instead of pasta and all those carbs,
you’re getting vegetables with sauce,” he
said.

DeCecco said that sales of the spaghetti
squash with puttanesca were on par with
orders for Amici’s other offerings, including
stuffed hot peppers and eggplant.

The healthy option requirement didn’t
cause Sweet Melody’s of Clarence, an Ital-
ian-style gelateria, to make any large
changes.

“We’re lucky, we bring [sorbet] any-
ways,” said Chuck Incorvia, owner of Sweet

Melody’s. “It just happens to be a pretty
healthy thing.”

Incorvia said that hotter temperatures,
like those many Taste visitors experienced
Sunday, send sorbet sales through the roof.
The sorbet made by Sweet Melody’s is
made exclusively from fresh fruit blended
in a batch freezer, making it fat-free.

“It’s much more refreshing and colder
than gelato or regular ice cream,” Incorvia
said.

Relaxing on the inner part of Niagara
Square to enjoy their sorbets were Shelly
Phillips, 49, of East Aurora; Diane Pozorski,
50, of Orchard Park; and her fiance, Jack
Jensen, 55, of Orchard Park. Pozorski and

Phillips had both ordered the lemon, while
Jensen was enjoying the raspberry sorbet.

“I’ve been noticing the healthy items,”
said Pozorski. “It seems that every stand
has a healthy choice item.”

Phillips thought that the healthy choice
programwas a great idea. “It gives you a lot
of options,” she said.

Jensen noted that he could tell that the
sorbet tasted healthier, but he certainly
wasn’t put off by this. “I don’t think we’ve
tried enough,” he said.

e-mail: sbrachmann@buffnews.com

Rachel A. Robbins, caretaker
for 21 foster children
Oct. 11, 1926—July 8, 2010

Rachel AikenRobbins, care-
taker for 21 foster children and
a former director of theCradle
of BlackPearlsDayCareCenter,
diedThursday after a long ill-
ness. Shewas 83.

BornRachel Foster inBuffa-
lo, shewas raised fromage 7 at
the St.Vincent Franciscan con-
vent nearMain andRiley
streets after hermother relin-
quished custody.

In 1944,Mrs.Robbins grad-
uated fromLackawannaHigh
School. She returned to school
in the 1970s and earnedher as-
sociate’s degree in early child-
hood education fromBuffalo
State College in 1978.

In 1949, she andher hus-
band, Charles, took in their first
foster child,whohadbeen
abandonedbyhisparents and
was living on the streets in their
neighborhood. Although their
first foster childwas taken in in-
formally, theRobbinsesworked
through theErie CountyDe-
partment of Social Services for
subsequent foster children, in-
cludingmany children inpro-
tective custody. In 1979, the
Robbinseswere presented the
Family LifeAwardby theBuffa-

loUrbanLeague for their foster
carework.

In the late 1950s,Mrs. Rob-
binsworkedwith both the
MichiganAvenueYMCA and
theBuffalo JewishCommunity
Center, becoming the first Afri-
can-Americanwoman to serve
at the center. Shewas a secre-
tary anddirector’s assistant
with both organizations.

In 1975,Mrs.Robbinswas
selected by theBlackBusiness
Men’s Association tobe thedi-
rector of theCradle of Black
Pearls onMichiganAvenue.
The day care centerwas dedi-
cated to taking care of the chil-
dren of youngurbanmothers
so that they could receive an ed-
ucation.Mrs.Robbins directed
the center for five years.

In retirement,Mrs.Robbins
served as aEucharisticminister
for her homeparish,Our Lady
of LourdesCatholic Church,
and served in the same role at
many other local parishes.

Survivors include two
daughters, Donna andLynne,
and two sons, Kenneth and
Charles.

AMass of ChristianBurial
willbe offered at 10 a.m. today
in St. JosephUniversity Catho-
lic Church, 3269Main St.

Newunit has critics within Police Department
HOUSING • fromB1

makes sure he is in his apart-
ment for the night by 8. He
won’t even make a trip to the
grocery store three blocks away.

He considers himself lucky,
though.His apartment is on the
second floor. That means he
doesn’t have to dive to the floor
with each gunshot.

“I live on the second floor, so
I don’t have to worry about it,
but I get calls all the time, ‘Com-
missioner, do you hear all that
shooting?’ ” said Williams, a
tenant-elected Housing Author-
ity commissioner whose term
ended June 30.

At Jasper Parrish, Dana Gar-
land remembers her sister’s
birthday in 2008 well. She was
almost shot that night.

Itwas a cold February night,
and Garland parked farther
down from her house on Jasper
Parrish Drive than she would
have liked. She saw a group of
kids on the street between her
and her house.

When she left her car, she
heard the gunshot.

“I heard the shot, and I saw
smoke from the gun. I don’t
knowwho did it,” Garland said.

She raced for a friend’s
house nearby and called the po-
lice.

Things have gotten somuch
worse since the old public safe-
ty force left, Garland said.

“And last year, therewas like
a shooting every day,” Garland
said. “We still had problems,
but we felt better having our
own police force.”

In March 2005, the Housing
Authority voted to cut its 26-
member public safety force.
City officials still say that a lack
of federal funds led to the loss
of the force.

But seven months after the
cut, the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment issued a report that found

rampant fiscal mismanage-
ment inside Buffalo’s Housing
Authority, including $900 cell-
phone bills and winter trips to
warm-weather conventions.

When the Buffalo Police De-
partment learned of the cut, it
studied the calls from the 27
Housing Authority complexes.
A “comprehensive analysis”
concluded that Buffalo police
did not need a dedicated hous-
ing force.

The department declined to
provide a copy of the 2005 re-
port, and current officials said
they are “not aware” of the re-
port’s existence.

Despite the lack of federal
funds in 2005 and that depart-
mental analysis, the Buffalo po-
lice now have a new Housing
Unit staffed by 18 police offi-
cers, two lieutenants and one
captain. They work 3:30 p.m. to
1:30 a.m., putting out two or
three two-officer cars each day.

The Housing Unit’s goal is
not to respond to 911 calls; it
deals with larger crime and
works with other police task
forces, including the Narcotics

Squad. Unit officers respond to
calls if they are in the area, but
district police still respond to
every call anyway, Capt. GuyZa-
gara said.

Police declined to comment
on specific policing strategies.
Since June 9, the Housing Unit
has made roughly 115 arrests.

The unit receives new tar-
gets each day, based on recent
reports. The officers are not at
all 27 public-housing complexes
daily, instead concentrating on
the housing unitswith thehigh-
est levels of crime, said Police
Commissioner Daniel Derenda,
whose appointment awaits
Common Council confirmation.

The Housing Unit will work
with public-housing residents
and tenant councils to learn the
area, the complaints and who
causes the problems. Police lost
the knowledge and experience
of the old public safety force,
who knew the residents and the
complexes’ layouts well, Deren-
da said.

The complexes with the
most crime are Commodore
Perry, Shaffer, Jasper Parrish

andKenfield-Langfield.
Some Council members, led

most vocally by South District
Council Member Michael A.
Kearns, have asked if the Hous-
ing Unit will take officers away
from the city’s five police dis-
tricts. Derenda said the districts
did not lose any officers in the
unit’s creation.

Kearns and other Council
members have asked if there is
not a better way to allocate the
unit’s manpower. All neighbor-
hoods in the city should receive
the same kind of police protec-
tion, Kearns said.

“I guess there would be
some block clubs who would
like their own police force,”
Kearns said.

Even among some police,
the unit has critics, like Capt.
BobMeegan, Police Benevolent
Association president. He con-
tends the unit will not be used
as a dedicated housing force;
that its officers instead will
have to take calls, drawing
them away from the complexes.

He called the unit’s creation
“smoke and mirrors” and said
that citizens are being lied to
about how the unitwill be used.

“They’re telling the poor citi-
zens that these guys are going
to be there,” Meegan said.

Derenda has said the unit
will be used to respond to emer-
gency calls. He has stressed that
the unit is under the authority
of the police and not the Hous-
ing Authority.

With any luck, Kenfield resi-
dent Williams says, things will
start to get better with the new
police.

“If they’re dedicated todoing
the job—theywillbe able to get
to know the various communi-
ties, to get know the bad actors,
to get know the good actors and
will be able to make a differ-
ence, yes,“Williams said.

e-mail: abrown@buffnews.com

Taste of Buffalo winners
People’s Choice—Chester’s Cajun

Grill, East Amherst, blackened shrimp
over Cajun rice.

Chairman’s Choice—Ms.Goodies,
Buffalo, JunkyardDog.

Children’s Choice—Nick Charlap’s
Ice Cream,Hamburg, chocolate vanilla
twist cone.

LouBillitierMemorial “Rookie of the
Year”Award—PapayaRestaurant, Buf-
falo.

BestDessert—Landies Candies, Buf-
falo, strawberry kabobs.

BestWine—GlenoraWineCellars,
Dundee, dryRiesling.

BestOverallFood—Torches, Ken-
more,Nickel CityMac&Cheese.

BestMeat Item—DinosaurBBQ,
Rochester, pork sliders.

Best Seafood Item—Chester’s Cajun
Grill, blackened shrimp over Cajun rice.

Best Vegetarian Item—Bing’s,Am-
herst, artichoke gratinee.

Best ComfortFood (selected by
County Legislator LynnMarinelli)—
Anderson’s FrozenCustard, Amherst,
PecanTurtle Crunch.

NewYorkAward (chosenbyCounty
ClerkKathyHochul)—Orazio’s, Clar-

ence, seafood fusilli.
Pat SardinaMemorial Award—E.M.

Chrusciki Bakery, Buffalo, caramel con-
fusion.

IndependentHealthHealthyChoice
Options—Firstplace:Giacobbi’s Pasta
andPizza,Hamburg, turkeymeatball in
marinara; secondplace:Orazio’s, beans
and greens soup; thirdplace: SaigonCa-
fe, Buffalo, summer roll.

OLEJNICZAK - Paula A.
(nee Kwapis)
July 10, 2010, dear mother of Jeffrey P.
(Dawn) Olejniczak of Tucson, AZ; sis-
ter of Elizabeth, Christine and the late
Richard; dear aunt of Karen. Funeral
service from the BARRON-MILLER
FUNERAL HOME, INC., 3025 William
St. near Union Rd., Cheektowaga,
Wednesday at 9:30. Family present
Tuesday 4-8. If desired, memorials may
be made to The Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion of WNY.

WING - Eugene R.
Age 73, of Eden, NY,
died July 9, 2010,
devoted husband of
Beulah J. (Munson);
beloved father of Ste-
ven E. (Brian Gens)
Wing and Michael P.

(Deborah) Wing; grandfather of Zach-
ary M., Pearson J. and Spencer T.
Wing; brother of Richard D. (Shirley)
Wing and Marilyn Ferry; 34 nieces
and nephews also survive. Family and
friends are invited to call on Tuesday,
July 13 from 7-9 PM and Wednesday,
July 14 from 2-4 PM and 7-9 PM at the
LAING FUNERAL HOME, INC., 2724
W. Church St., Eden, NY. Funeral
Services will be held on Thursday, July
15 at 11 AM in the St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church. Memorials may be made to the
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Memorial
Fund, 3487 N. Boston Rd., Eden, NY.
Full Obit on www.laingfuneralhome.
com

O’ROURKE - Louise E.
(nee Speicher)
Of Lackawanna, NY, July 9, 2010,
beloved wife of the late Gerald J.
O’Rourke, Sr.; dearest mother of Ger-
ald, Jr. (Carolyn and the late Rose-
mary), William C. (Mary Ann), Eugene
A. (Judith), Philip (Paula), and Linda
(James Lyons) O’Rourke; also survived
by 12 grandchildren and 17 great-
grandchildren; sister of Dr. Carl (Mary
Lou) Speicher. Friends received 2-4 &
7-9 PM Monday only at the CURTIN
FUNERAL HOME, INC., 1340 Union
Road, West Seneca. A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial will be celebrated in Our
Lady of Victory Basilica on Tuesday at
10:30 AM. Please assemble at church.
Arrangements by William O’Rourke
Funeral Director.

MUCCI - Laura S.
(nee Suffoletta)
July 11, 2010, of West Seneca, NY,
wife of the late Richard; beloved mother
of Sabina (Autry) Leonard and the late
Richard Mucci, Jr.; sister of Dorothy
(Carmen) Pericozzi, John (Carol) Suf-
foletta, Viola (late Whitey) Syta and the
late Arthur (late Edith) Suffoletta; grand-
mother of Daniel, William, Donna, Sam-
uel and the late Laura; also survived
by 10 great-grandchildren and many
nieces and nephews. Funeral Services
Tuesday at 10 AM from the SIECK &
MAST FUNERAL HOME, 250 Orchard
Park Rd., West Seneca, 825-5205. Rel-
atives and friends are invited to attend.
Family will be present Monday 6-9 PM.
Interment in Hillcrest Cemetery.

SITCOV - Abraham
July 11, 2010, husband
of Shirley Sitcov; father
of Heidi (Barry
Beiseigel) Sitcov of
Springfield, VA,
Michael (Rose
DiNapoli) Sitcov of

Arlington, VA, Steven (Kristin) Sitcov of
Seattle, WA and Cynthia (Andrew
Semmel) Sitcov of Arlington, VA;
brother of Hannah Morrison, Arthur
(Inez) Sitcov and the late Sarah
Nissenson; also survived by many
loving grandchildren. Funeral Services
will be held Tuesday 11 AM at
MESNEKOFF FUNERAL HOME, 8630
Transit Rd., E. Amherst, 639-8890.
Memorials may be made to Hospice
Buffalo, Inc., 225 Como Park Blvd.,
Cheektowaga, NY 14227. Shiva will be
observed Tuesday and Wednesday
5-8 PM at 755 Renaissance Dr., C-301,
Williamsville.

MEAD - Mary F. (nee Hatzai)
Of Hamburg, July 9, 2010, wife of the
late Robert W. Mead, Sr.; mother of
Darlene (Gerard) Majchrowicz, Robert
Jr., Mark (Lynn) and Brian (Michelle)
Mead; sister of Margaret Doucet; grand-
mother of Ashley Mead, Connor Maj-
chrowicz and the late Sheri-Lynn Mead.
Friends may call at the DONALD M.
DEMMERLEY FUNERAL HOME, INC.,
21 Pierce Ave., Hamburg, Tuesday 4-8
PM. A Memorial Service will be held at
The Orchard Park Kingdom Hall, 6897
Milestrip Rd., 14127, Wednesday at
6:30 PM. Friends invited. Flowers
gratefully declined. Memorials to Ridge
View Manor or Orchard Park Kingdom
Hall. Online guest register at
www.demmerleyfuneralhome.com

Deaths
SEGER - Edward L.
July 10, 2010, of Depew, NY, beloved
husband of Geraldine (nee Towner);
dearest father of Edward W. (Karen),
Deborah (late Donald) Burns-Seger,
Patricia (Gary) Grudzinski, Mark (Cece-
lia) and Michael (Sharon) Seger; loving
grandfather of Jennifer, Edward, Sean,
Tiffany, Eric, Sadie, Emily and Sarah;
great-grandfather of Kaylin and Han-
nah; brother of Joan (Joe) Pace and
the late Elizabeth (late Richard) Horn;
survived by nieces and nephews. The
family will be present to receive friends
on Monday from 7-9 PM and Tuesday
2-4 and 7-9 PM at the DANIEL R.
SMOLAREK FUNERAL HOME, 2510
Union Rd., Cheektowaga (two blocks
south of William St.) where a Prayer
Service will be held on Wednesday at
10 AM. Interment in St. Adalbert’s Cem-
etery, Lancaster. In lieu of flowers, do-
nations may be made to Boy Scouts of
America or Muscular Dystrophy Assn.
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Sorbet was a cool, healthy treat on hot day
TASTE • fromB1

dish.
“It’s fantastic,” said Mark Williams, 31,

of Orchard Park. “It’s spicy goodness on a
stick.”Williams had no idea that he was or-
dering the healthy option and, although it
tasted healthy, it didn’t taste bad.

SixTaste of Buffalo tickets purchased an
eight-ounce serving of beans and greens
soup, a stew made with butter beans, can-
nellini beans, escarole and ditalini pasta,
from the stand for Orazio’s Restaurant of
Clarence. Earlier, the dish had been recog-
nized as second place among all healthy op-
tions from Taste vendors by Independent
Health.

“It’s unbelievable. We probably went
through 2,500 portions,” saidOrazio Ippoli-
to Jr., 42, chef and owner ofOrazio’s. Ippoli-
to said hewas approached by onemanwho
had been eating vegetarian for 34 years.
“He said itwas the best vegetarian dish he’s
ever had.”

Michael Campbell and Amanda Aikin,
both of Buffalo, had stepped behind theOr-
azio’s stand to enjoy their beans and greens
soup.

“It’s delicious,” Campbell said. “It has a
nice creamy taste, good texture. It reminds
me of pasta fagioli.” Aikin agreed, stating
that she prefered the dish over many of the
greasier items available.

Joe DeCecco, 33, a waiter with Amici
Ristorante in Kenmore, was at the Amici
stand passing out puttanesca sauce over
spaghetti squash. According to DeCecco,
the squash is cooked and strung outwith a
fork to create something akin to angel hair
pasta.

“Instead of pasta and all those carbs,
you’re getting vegetables with sauce,” he
said.

DeCecco said that sales of the spaghetti
squash with puttanesca were on par with
orders for Amici’s other offerings, including
stuffed hot peppers and eggplant.

The healthy option requirement didn’t
cause Sweet Melody’s of Clarence, an Ital-
ian-style gelateria, to make any large
changes.

“We’re lucky, we bring [sorbet] any-
ways,” said Chuck Incorvia, owner of Sweet

Melody’s. “It just happens to be a pretty
healthy thing.”

Incorvia said that hotter temperatures,
like those many Taste visitors experienced
Sunday, send sorbet sales through the roof.
The sorbet made by Sweet Melody’s is
made exclusively from fresh fruit blended
in a batch freezer, making it fat-free.

“It’s much more refreshing and colder
than gelato or regular ice cream,” Incorvia
said.

Relaxing on the inner part of Niagara
Square to enjoy their sorbets were Shelly
Phillips, 49, of East Aurora; Diane Pozorski,
50, of Orchard Park; and her fiance, Jack
Jensen, 55, of Orchard Park. Pozorski and

Phillips had both ordered the lemon, while
Jensen was enjoying the raspberry sorbet.

“I’ve been noticing the healthy items,”
said Pozorski. “It seems that every stand
has a healthy choice item.”

Phillips thought that the healthy choice
programwas a great idea. “It gives you a lot
of options,” she said.

Jensen noted that he could tell that the
sorbet tasted healthier, but he certainly
wasn’t put off by this. “I don’t think we’ve
tried enough,” he said.

e-mail: sbrachmann@buffnews.com

Rachel A. Robbins, caretaker
for 21 foster children
Oct. 11, 1926—July 8, 2010

Rachel AikenRobbins, care-
taker for 21 foster children and
a former director of theCradle
of BlackPearlsDayCareCenter,
diedThursday after a long ill-
ness. Shewas 83.

BornRachel Foster inBuffa-
lo, shewas raised fromage 7 at
the St.Vincent Franciscan con-
vent nearMain andRiley
streets after hermother relin-
quished custody.

In 1944,Mrs.Robbins grad-
uated fromLackawannaHigh
School. She returned to school
in the 1970s and earnedher as-
sociate’s degree in early child-
hood education fromBuffalo
State College in 1978.

In 1949, she andher hus-
band, Charles, took in their first
foster child,whohadbeen
abandonedbyhisparents and
was living on the streets in their
neighborhood. Although their
first foster childwas taken in in-
formally, theRobbinsesworked
through theErie CountyDe-
partment of Social Services for
subsequent foster children, in-
cludingmany children inpro-
tective custody. In 1979, the
Robbinseswere presented the
Family LifeAwardby theBuffa-

loUrbanLeague for their foster
carework.

In the late 1950s,Mrs. Rob-
binsworkedwith both the
MichiganAvenueYMCA and
theBuffalo JewishCommunity
Center, becoming the first Afri-
can-Americanwoman to serve
at the center. Shewas a secre-
tary anddirector’s assistant
with both organizations.

In 1975,Mrs.Robbinswas
selected by theBlackBusiness
Men’s Association tobe thedi-
rector of theCradle of Black
Pearls onMichiganAvenue.
The day care centerwas dedi-
cated to taking care of the chil-
dren of youngurbanmothers
so that they could receive an ed-
ucation.Mrs.Robbins directed
the center for five years.

In retirement,Mrs.Robbins
served as aEucharisticminister
for her homeparish,Our Lady
of LourdesCatholic Church,
and served in the same role at
many other local parishes.

Survivors include two
daughters, Donna andLynne,
and two sons, Kenneth and
Charles.

AMass of ChristianBurial
willbe offered at 10 a.m. today
in St. JosephUniversity Catho-
lic Church, 3269Main St.

Newunit has critics within Police Department
HOUSING • fromB1

makes sure he is in his apart-
ment for the night by 8. He
won’t even make a trip to the
grocery store three blocks away.

He considers himself lucky,
though.His apartment is on the
second floor. That means he
doesn’t have to dive to the floor
with each gunshot.

“I live on the second floor, so
I don’t have to worry about it,
but I get calls all the time, ‘Com-
missioner, do you hear all that
shooting?’ ” said Williams, a
tenant-elected Housing Author-
ity commissioner whose term
ended June 30.

At Jasper Parrish, Dana Gar-
land remembers her sister’s
birthday in 2008 well. She was
almost shot that night.

Itwas a cold February night,
and Garland parked farther
down from her house on Jasper
Parrish Drive than she would
have liked. She saw a group of
kids on the street between her
and her house.

When she left her car, she
heard the gunshot.

“I heard the shot, and I saw
smoke from the gun. I don’t
knowwho did it,” Garland said.

She raced for a friend’s
house nearby and called the po-
lice.

Things have gotten somuch
worse since the old public safe-
ty force left, Garland said.

“And last year, therewas like
a shooting every day,” Garland
said. “We still had problems,
but we felt better having our
own police force.”

In March 2005, the Housing
Authority voted to cut its 26-
member public safety force.
City officials still say that a lack
of federal funds led to the loss
of the force.

But seven months after the
cut, the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment issued a report that found

rampant fiscal mismanage-
ment inside Buffalo’s Housing
Authority, including $900 cell-
phone bills and winter trips to
warm-weather conventions.

When the Buffalo Police De-
partment learned of the cut, it
studied the calls from the 27
Housing Authority complexes.
A “comprehensive analysis”
concluded that Buffalo police
did not need a dedicated hous-
ing force.

The department declined to
provide a copy of the 2005 re-
port, and current officials said
they are “not aware” of the re-
port’s existence.

Despite the lack of federal
funds in 2005 and that depart-
mental analysis, the Buffalo po-
lice now have a new Housing
Unit staffed by 18 police offi-
cers, two lieutenants and one
captain. They work 3:30 p.m. to
1:30 a.m., putting out two or
three two-officer cars each day.

The Housing Unit’s goal is
not to respond to 911 calls; it
deals with larger crime and
works with other police task
forces, including the Narcotics

Squad. Unit officers respond to
calls if they are in the area, but
district police still respond to
every call anyway, Capt. GuyZa-
gara said.

Police declined to comment
on specific policing strategies.
Since June 9, the Housing Unit
has made roughly 115 arrests.

The unit receives new tar-
gets each day, based on recent
reports. The officers are not at
all 27 public-housing complexes
daily, instead concentrating on
the housing unitswith thehigh-
est levels of crime, said Police
Commissioner Daniel Derenda,
whose appointment awaits
Common Council confirmation.

The Housing Unit will work
with public-housing residents
and tenant councils to learn the
area, the complaints and who
causes the problems. Police lost
the knowledge and experience
of the old public safety force,
who knew the residents and the
complexes’ layouts well, Deren-
da said.

The complexes with the
most crime are Commodore
Perry, Shaffer, Jasper Parrish

andKenfield-Langfield.
Some Council members, led

most vocally by South District
Council Member Michael A.
Kearns, have asked if the Hous-
ing Unit will take officers away
from the city’s five police dis-
tricts. Derenda said the districts
did not lose any officers in the
unit’s creation.

Kearns and other Council
members have asked if there is
not a better way to allocate the
unit’s manpower. All neighbor-
hoods in the city should receive
the same kind of police protec-
tion, Kearns said.

“I guess there would be
some block clubs who would
like their own police force,”
Kearns said.

Even among some police,
the unit has critics, like Capt.
BobMeegan, Police Benevolent
Association president. He con-
tends the unit will not be used
as a dedicated housing force;
that its officers instead will
have to take calls, drawing
them away from the complexes.

He called the unit’s creation
“smoke and mirrors” and said
that citizens are being lied to
about how the unitwill be used.

“They’re telling the poor citi-
zens that these guys are going
to be there,” Meegan said.

Derenda has said the unit
will be used to respond to emer-
gency calls. He has stressed that
the unit is under the authority
of the police and not the Hous-
ing Authority.

With any luck, Kenfield resi-
dent Williams says, things will
start to get better with the new
police.

“If they’re dedicated todoing
the job—theywillbe able to get
to know the various communi-
ties, to get know the bad actors,
to get know the good actors and
will be able to make a differ-
ence, yes,“Williams said.

e-mail: abrown@buffnews.com

Taste of Buffalo winners
People’s Choice—Chester’s Cajun

Grill, East Amherst, blackened shrimp
over Cajun rice.

Chairman’s Choice—Ms.Goodies,
Buffalo, JunkyardDog.

Children’s Choice—Nick Charlap’s
Ice Cream,Hamburg, chocolate vanilla
twist cone.

LouBillitierMemorial “Rookie of the
Year”Award—PapayaRestaurant, Buf-
falo.

BestDessert—Landies Candies, Buf-
falo, strawberry kabobs.

BestWine—GlenoraWineCellars,
Dundee, dryRiesling.

BestOverallFood—Torches, Ken-
more,Nickel CityMac&Cheese.

BestMeat Item—DinosaurBBQ,
Rochester, pork sliders.

Best Seafood Item—Chester’s Cajun
Grill, blackened shrimp over Cajun rice.

Best Vegetarian Item—Bing’s,Am-
herst, artichoke gratinee.

Best ComfortFood (selected by
County Legislator LynnMarinelli)—
Anderson’s FrozenCustard, Amherst,
PecanTurtle Crunch.

NewYorkAward (chosenbyCounty
ClerkKathyHochul)—Orazio’s, Clar-

ence, seafood fusilli.
Pat SardinaMemorial Award—E.M.

Chrusciki Bakery, Buffalo, caramel con-
fusion.

IndependentHealthHealthyChoice
Options—Firstplace:Giacobbi’s Pasta
andPizza,Hamburg, turkeymeatball in
marinara; secondplace:Orazio’s, beans
and greens soup; thirdplace: SaigonCa-
fe, Buffalo, summer roll.

OLEJNICZAK - Paula A.
(nee Kwapis)
July 10, 2010, dear mother of Jeffrey P.
(Dawn) Olejniczak of Tucson, AZ; sis-
ter of Elizabeth, Christine and the late
Richard; dear aunt of Karen. Funeral
service from the BARRON-MILLER
FUNERAL HOME, INC., 3025 William
St. near Union Rd., Cheektowaga,
Wednesday at 9:30. Family present
Tuesday 4-8. If desired, memorials may
be made to The Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion of WNY.

WING - Eugene R.
Age 73, of Eden, NY,
died July 9, 2010,
devoted husband of
Beulah J. (Munson);
beloved father of Ste-
ven E. (Brian Gens)
Wing and Michael P.

(Deborah) Wing; grandfather of Zach-
ary M., Pearson J. and Spencer T.
Wing; brother of Richard D. (Shirley)
Wing and Marilyn Ferry; 34 nieces
and nephews also survive. Family and
friends are invited to call on Tuesday,
July 13 from 7-9 PM and Wednesday,
July 14 from 2-4 PM and 7-9 PM at the
LAING FUNERAL HOME, INC., 2724
W. Church St., Eden, NY. Funeral
Services will be held on Thursday, July
15 at 11 AM in the St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church. Memorials may be made to the
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Memorial
Fund, 3487 N. Boston Rd., Eden, NY.
Full Obit on www.laingfuneralhome.
com

O’ROURKE - Louise E.
(nee Speicher)
Of Lackawanna, NY, July 9, 2010,
beloved wife of the late Gerald J.
O’Rourke, Sr.; dearest mother of Ger-
ald, Jr. (Carolyn and the late Rose-
mary), William C. (Mary Ann), Eugene
A. (Judith), Philip (Paula), and Linda
(James Lyons) O’Rourke; also survived
by 12 grandchildren and 17 great-
grandchildren; sister of Dr. Carl (Mary
Lou) Speicher. Friends received 2-4 &
7-9 PM Monday only at the CURTIN
FUNERAL HOME, INC., 1340 Union
Road, West Seneca. A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial will be celebrated in Our
Lady of Victory Basilica on Tuesday at
10:30 AM. Please assemble at church.
Arrangements by William O’Rourke
Funeral Director.

MUCCI - Laura S.
(nee Suffoletta)
July 11, 2010, of West Seneca, NY,
wife of the late Richard; beloved mother
of Sabina (Autry) Leonard and the late
Richard Mucci, Jr.; sister of Dorothy
(Carmen) Pericozzi, John (Carol) Suf-
foletta, Viola (late Whitey) Syta and the
late Arthur (late Edith) Suffoletta; grand-
mother of Daniel, William, Donna, Sam-
uel and the late Laura; also survived
by 10 great-grandchildren and many
nieces and nephews. Funeral Services
Tuesday at 10 AM from the SIECK &
MAST FUNERAL HOME, 250 Orchard
Park Rd., West Seneca, 825-5205. Rel-
atives and friends are invited to attend.
Family will be present Monday 6-9 PM.
Interment in Hillcrest Cemetery.

SITCOV - Abraham
July 11, 2010, husband
of Shirley Sitcov; father
of Heidi (Barry
Beiseigel) Sitcov of
Springfield, VA,
Michael (Rose
DiNapoli) Sitcov of

Arlington, VA, Steven (Kristin) Sitcov of
Seattle, WA and Cynthia (Andrew
Semmel) Sitcov of Arlington, VA;
brother of Hannah Morrison, Arthur
(Inez) Sitcov and the late Sarah
Nissenson; also survived by many
loving grandchildren. Funeral Services
will be held Tuesday 11 AM at
MESNEKOFF FUNERAL HOME, 8630
Transit Rd., E. Amherst, 639-8890.
Memorials may be made to Hospice
Buffalo, Inc., 225 Como Park Blvd.,
Cheektowaga, NY 14227. Shiva will be
observed Tuesday and Wednesday
5-8 PM at 755 Renaissance Dr., C-301,
Williamsville.

MEAD - Mary F. (nee Hatzai)
Of Hamburg, July 9, 2010, wife of the
late Robert W. Mead, Sr.; mother of
Darlene (Gerard) Majchrowicz, Robert
Jr., Mark (Lynn) and Brian (Michelle)
Mead; sister of Margaret Doucet; grand-
mother of Ashley Mead, Connor Maj-
chrowicz and the late Sheri-Lynn Mead.
Friends may call at the DONALD M.
DEMMERLEY FUNERAL HOME, INC.,
21 Pierce Ave., Hamburg, Tuesday 4-8
PM. A Memorial Service will be held at
The Orchard Park Kingdom Hall, 6897
Milestrip Rd., 14127, Wednesday at
6:30 PM. Friends invited. Flowers
gratefully declined. Memorials to Ridge
View Manor or Orchard Park Kingdom
Hall. Online guest register at
www.demmerleyfuneralhome.com

Deaths
SEGER - Edward L.
July 10, 2010, of Depew, NY, beloved
husband of Geraldine (nee Towner);
dearest father of Edward W. (Karen),
Deborah (late Donald) Burns-Seger,
Patricia (Gary) Grudzinski, Mark (Cece-
lia) and Michael (Sharon) Seger; loving
grandfather of Jennifer, Edward, Sean,
Tiffany, Eric, Sadie, Emily and Sarah;
great-grandfather of Kaylin and Han-
nah; brother of Joan (Joe) Pace and
the late Elizabeth (late Richard) Horn;
survived by nieces and nephews. The
family will be present to receive friends
on Monday from 7-9 PM and Tuesday
2-4 and 7-9 PM at the DANIEL R.
SMOLAREK FUNERAL HOME, 2510
Union Rd., Cheektowaga (two blocks
south of William St.) where a Prayer
Service will be held on Wednesday at
10 AM. Interment in St. Adalbert’s Cem-
etery, Lancaster. In lieu of flowers, do-
nations may be made to Boy Scouts of
America or Muscular Dystrophy Assn.
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Sorbet was a cool, healthy treat on hot day
TASTE • fromB1

dish.
“It’s fantastic,” said Mark Williams, 31,

of Orchard Park. “It’s spicy goodness on a
stick.”Williams had no idea that he was or-
dering the healthy option and, although it
tasted healthy, it didn’t taste bad.

SixTaste of Buffalo tickets purchased an
eight-ounce serving of beans and greens
soup, a stew made with butter beans, can-
nellini beans, escarole and ditalini pasta,
from the stand for Orazio’s Restaurant of
Clarence. Earlier, the dish had been recog-
nized as second place among all healthy op-
tions from Taste vendors by Independent
Health.

“It’s unbelievable. We probably went
through 2,500 portions,” saidOrazio Ippoli-
to Jr., 42, chef and owner ofOrazio’s. Ippoli-
to said hewas approached by onemanwho
had been eating vegetarian for 34 years.
“He said itwas the best vegetarian dish he’s
ever had.”

Michael Campbell and Amanda Aikin,
both of Buffalo, had stepped behind theOr-
azio’s stand to enjoy their beans and greens
soup.

“It’s delicious,” Campbell said. “It has a
nice creamy taste, good texture. It reminds
me of pasta fagioli.” Aikin agreed, stating
that she prefered the dish over many of the
greasier items available.

Joe DeCecco, 33, a waiter with Amici
Ristorante in Kenmore, was at the Amici
stand passing out puttanesca sauce over
spaghetti squash. According to DeCecco,
the squash is cooked and strung outwith a
fork to create something akin to angel hair
pasta.

“Instead of pasta and all those carbs,
you’re getting vegetables with sauce,” he
said.

DeCecco said that sales of the spaghetti
squash with puttanesca were on par with
orders for Amici’s other offerings, including
stuffed hot peppers and eggplant.

The healthy option requirement didn’t
cause Sweet Melody’s of Clarence, an Ital-
ian-style gelateria, to make any large
changes.

“We’re lucky, we bring [sorbet] any-
ways,” said Chuck Incorvia, owner of Sweet

Melody’s. “It just happens to be a pretty
healthy thing.”

Incorvia said that hotter temperatures,
like those many Taste visitors experienced
Sunday, send sorbet sales through the roof.
The sorbet made by Sweet Melody’s is
made exclusively from fresh fruit blended
in a batch freezer, making it fat-free.

“It’s much more refreshing and colder
than gelato or regular ice cream,” Incorvia
said.

Relaxing on the inner part of Niagara
Square to enjoy their sorbets were Shelly
Phillips, 49, of East Aurora; Diane Pozorski,
50, of Orchard Park; and her fiance, Jack
Jensen, 55, of Orchard Park. Pozorski and

Phillips had both ordered the lemon, while
Jensen was enjoying the raspberry sorbet.

“I’ve been noticing the healthy items,”
said Pozorski. “It seems that every stand
has a healthy choice item.”

Phillips thought that the healthy choice
programwas a great idea. “It gives you a lot
of options,” she said.

Jensen noted that he could tell that the
sorbet tasted healthier, but he certainly
wasn’t put off by this. “I don’t think we’ve
tried enough,” he said.

e-mail: sbrachmann@buffnews.com

Rachel A. Robbins, caretaker
for 21 foster children
Oct. 11, 1926—July 8, 2010

Rachel AikenRobbins, care-
taker for 21 foster children and
a former director of theCradle
of BlackPearlsDayCareCenter,
diedThursday after a long ill-
ness. Shewas 83.

BornRachel Foster inBuffa-
lo, shewas raised fromage 7 at
the St.Vincent Franciscan con-
vent nearMain andRiley
streets after hermother relin-
quished custody.

In 1944,Mrs.Robbins grad-
uated fromLackawannaHigh
School. She returned to school
in the 1970s and earnedher as-
sociate’s degree in early child-
hood education fromBuffalo
State College in 1978.

In 1949, she andher hus-
band, Charles, took in their first
foster child,whohadbeen
abandonedbyhisparents and
was living on the streets in their
neighborhood. Although their
first foster childwas taken in in-
formally, theRobbinsesworked
through theErie CountyDe-
partment of Social Services for
subsequent foster children, in-
cludingmany children inpro-
tective custody. In 1979, the
Robbinseswere presented the
Family LifeAwardby theBuffa-

loUrbanLeague for their foster
carework.

In the late 1950s,Mrs. Rob-
binsworkedwith both the
MichiganAvenueYMCA and
theBuffalo JewishCommunity
Center, becoming the first Afri-
can-Americanwoman to serve
at the center. Shewas a secre-
tary anddirector’s assistant
with both organizations.

In 1975,Mrs.Robbinswas
selected by theBlackBusiness
Men’s Association tobe thedi-
rector of theCradle of Black
Pearls onMichiganAvenue.
The day care centerwas dedi-
cated to taking care of the chil-
dren of youngurbanmothers
so that they could receive an ed-
ucation.Mrs.Robbins directed
the center for five years.

In retirement,Mrs.Robbins
served as aEucharisticminister
for her homeparish,Our Lady
of LourdesCatholic Church,
and served in the same role at
many other local parishes.

Survivors include two
daughters, Donna andLynne,
and two sons, Kenneth and
Charles.

AMass of ChristianBurial
willbe offered at 10 a.m. today
in St. JosephUniversity Catho-
lic Church, 3269Main St.

Newunit has critics within Police Department
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makes sure he is in his apart-
ment for the night by 8. He
won’t even make a trip to the
grocery store three blocks away.

He considers himself lucky,
though.His apartment is on the
second floor. That means he
doesn’t have to dive to the floor
with each gunshot.

“I live on the second floor, so
I don’t have to worry about it,
but I get calls all the time, ‘Com-
missioner, do you hear all that
shooting?’ ” said Williams, a
tenant-elected Housing Author-
ity commissioner whose term
ended June 30.

At Jasper Parrish, Dana Gar-
land remembers her sister’s
birthday in 2008 well. She was
almost shot that night.

Itwas a cold February night,
and Garland parked farther
down from her house on Jasper
Parrish Drive than she would
have liked. She saw a group of
kids on the street between her
and her house.

When she left her car, she
heard the gunshot.

“I heard the shot, and I saw
smoke from the gun. I don’t
knowwho did it,” Garland said.

She raced for a friend’s
house nearby and called the po-
lice.

Things have gotten somuch
worse since the old public safe-
ty force left, Garland said.

“And last year, therewas like
a shooting every day,” Garland
said. “We still had problems,
but we felt better having our
own police force.”

In March 2005, the Housing
Authority voted to cut its 26-
member public safety force.
City officials still say that a lack
of federal funds led to the loss
of the force.

But seven months after the
cut, the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment issued a report that found

rampant fiscal mismanage-
ment inside Buffalo’s Housing
Authority, including $900 cell-
phone bills and winter trips to
warm-weather conventions.

When the Buffalo Police De-
partment learned of the cut, it
studied the calls from the 27
Housing Authority complexes.
A “comprehensive analysis”
concluded that Buffalo police
did not need a dedicated hous-
ing force.

The department declined to
provide a copy of the 2005 re-
port, and current officials said
they are “not aware” of the re-
port’s existence.

Despite the lack of federal
funds in 2005 and that depart-
mental analysis, the Buffalo po-
lice now have a new Housing
Unit staffed by 18 police offi-
cers, two lieutenants and one
captain. They work 3:30 p.m. to
1:30 a.m., putting out two or
three two-officer cars each day.

The Housing Unit’s goal is
not to respond to 911 calls; it
deals with larger crime and
works with other police task
forces, including the Narcotics

Squad. Unit officers respond to
calls if they are in the area, but
district police still respond to
every call anyway, Capt. GuyZa-
gara said.

Police declined to comment
on specific policing strategies.
Since June 9, the Housing Unit
has made roughly 115 arrests.

The unit receives new tar-
gets each day, based on recent
reports. The officers are not at
all 27 public-housing complexes
daily, instead concentrating on
the housing unitswith thehigh-
est levels of crime, said Police
Commissioner Daniel Derenda,
whose appointment awaits
Common Council confirmation.

The Housing Unit will work
with public-housing residents
and tenant councils to learn the
area, the complaints and who
causes the problems. Police lost
the knowledge and experience
of the old public safety force,
who knew the residents and the
complexes’ layouts well, Deren-
da said.

The complexes with the
most crime are Commodore
Perry, Shaffer, Jasper Parrish

andKenfield-Langfield.
Some Council members, led

most vocally by South District
Council Member Michael A.
Kearns, have asked if the Hous-
ing Unit will take officers away
from the city’s five police dis-
tricts. Derenda said the districts
did not lose any officers in the
unit’s creation.

Kearns and other Council
members have asked if there is
not a better way to allocate the
unit’s manpower. All neighbor-
hoods in the city should receive
the same kind of police protec-
tion, Kearns said.

“I guess there would be
some block clubs who would
like their own police force,”
Kearns said.

Even among some police,
the unit has critics, like Capt.
BobMeegan, Police Benevolent
Association president. He con-
tends the unit will not be used
as a dedicated housing force;
that its officers instead will
have to take calls, drawing
them away from the complexes.

He called the unit’s creation
“smoke and mirrors” and said
that citizens are being lied to
about how the unitwill be used.

“They’re telling the poor citi-
zens that these guys are going
to be there,” Meegan said.

Derenda has said the unit
will be used to respond to emer-
gency calls. He has stressed that
the unit is under the authority
of the police and not the Hous-
ing Authority.

With any luck, Kenfield resi-
dent Williams says, things will
start to get better with the new
police.

“If they’re dedicated todoing
the job—theywillbe able to get
to know the various communi-
ties, to get know the bad actors,
to get know the good actors and
will be able to make a differ-
ence, yes,“Williams said.

e-mail: abrown@buffnews.com

Taste of Buffalo winners
People’s Choice—Chester’s Cajun

Grill, East Amherst, blackened shrimp
over Cajun rice.

Chairman’s Choice—Ms.Goodies,
Buffalo, JunkyardDog.

Children’s Choice—Nick Charlap’s
Ice Cream,Hamburg, chocolate vanilla
twist cone.

LouBillitierMemorial “Rookie of the
Year”Award—PapayaRestaurant, Buf-
falo.

BestDessert—Landies Candies, Buf-
falo, strawberry kabobs.

BestWine—GlenoraWineCellars,
Dundee, dryRiesling.

BestOverallFood—Torches, Ken-
more,Nickel CityMac&Cheese.

BestMeat Item—DinosaurBBQ,
Rochester, pork sliders.

Best Seafood Item—Chester’s Cajun
Grill, blackened shrimp over Cajun rice.

Best Vegetarian Item—Bing’s,Am-
herst, artichoke gratinee.

Best ComfortFood (selected by
County Legislator LynnMarinelli)—
Anderson’s FrozenCustard, Amherst,
PecanTurtle Crunch.

NewYorkAward (chosenbyCounty
ClerkKathyHochul)—Orazio’s, Clar-

ence, seafood fusilli.
Pat SardinaMemorial Award—E.M.

Chrusciki Bakery, Buffalo, caramel con-
fusion.

IndependentHealthHealthyChoice
Options—Firstplace:Giacobbi’s Pasta
andPizza,Hamburg, turkeymeatball in
marinara; secondplace:Orazio’s, beans
and greens soup; thirdplace: SaigonCa-
fe, Buffalo, summer roll.

OLEJNICZAK - Paula A.
(nee Kwapis)
July 10, 2010, dear mother of Jeffrey P.
(Dawn) Olejniczak of Tucson, AZ; sis-
ter of Elizabeth, Christine and the late
Richard; dear aunt of Karen. Funeral
service from the BARRON-MILLER
FUNERAL HOME, INC., 3025 William
St. near Union Rd., Cheektowaga,
Wednesday at 9:30. Family present
Tuesday 4-8. If desired, memorials may
be made to The Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion of WNY.

WING - Eugene R.
Age 73, of Eden, NY,
died July 9, 2010,
devoted husband of
Beulah J. (Munson);
beloved father of Ste-
ven E. (Brian Gens)
Wing and Michael P.

(Deborah) Wing; grandfather of Zach-
ary M., Pearson J. and Spencer T.
Wing; brother of Richard D. (Shirley)
Wing and Marilyn Ferry; 34 nieces
and nephews also survive. Family and
friends are invited to call on Tuesday,
July 13 from 7-9 PM and Wednesday,
July 14 from 2-4 PM and 7-9 PM at the
LAING FUNERAL HOME, INC., 2724
W. Church St., Eden, NY. Funeral
Services will be held on Thursday, July
15 at 11 AM in the St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church. Memorials may be made to the
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Memorial
Fund, 3487 N. Boston Rd., Eden, NY.
Full Obit on www.laingfuneralhome.
com

O’ROURKE - Louise E.
(nee Speicher)
Of Lackawanna, NY, July 9, 2010,
beloved wife of the late Gerald J.
O’Rourke, Sr.; dearest mother of Ger-
ald, Jr. (Carolyn and the late Rose-
mary), William C. (Mary Ann), Eugene
A. (Judith), Philip (Paula), and Linda
(James Lyons) O’Rourke; also survived
by 12 grandchildren and 17 great-
grandchildren; sister of Dr. Carl (Mary
Lou) Speicher. Friends received 2-4 &
7-9 PM Monday only at the CURTIN
FUNERAL HOME, INC., 1340 Union
Road, West Seneca. A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial will be celebrated in Our
Lady of Victory Basilica on Tuesday at
10:30 AM. Please assemble at church.
Arrangements by William O’Rourke
Funeral Director.

MUCCI - Laura S.
(nee Suffoletta)
July 11, 2010, of West Seneca, NY,
wife of the late Richard; beloved mother
of Sabina (Autry) Leonard and the late
Richard Mucci, Jr.; sister of Dorothy
(Carmen) Pericozzi, John (Carol) Suf-
foletta, Viola (late Whitey) Syta and the
late Arthur (late Edith) Suffoletta; grand-
mother of Daniel, William, Donna, Sam-
uel and the late Laura; also survived
by 10 great-grandchildren and many
nieces and nephews. Funeral Services
Tuesday at 10 AM from the SIECK &
MAST FUNERAL HOME, 250 Orchard
Park Rd., West Seneca, 825-5205. Rel-
atives and friends are invited to attend.
Family will be present Monday 6-9 PM.
Interment in Hillcrest Cemetery.

SITCOV - Abraham
July 11, 2010, husband
of Shirley Sitcov; father
of Heidi (Barry
Beiseigel) Sitcov of
Springfield, VA,
Michael (Rose
DiNapoli) Sitcov of

Arlington, VA, Steven (Kristin) Sitcov of
Seattle, WA and Cynthia (Andrew
Semmel) Sitcov of Arlington, VA;
brother of Hannah Morrison, Arthur
(Inez) Sitcov and the late Sarah
Nissenson; also survived by many
loving grandchildren. Funeral Services
will be held Tuesday 11 AM at
MESNEKOFF FUNERAL HOME, 8630
Transit Rd., E. Amherst, 639-8890.
Memorials may be made to Hospice
Buffalo, Inc., 225 Como Park Blvd.,
Cheektowaga, NY 14227. Shiva will be
observed Tuesday and Wednesday
5-8 PM at 755 Renaissance Dr., C-301,
Williamsville.

MEAD - Mary F. (nee Hatzai)
Of Hamburg, July 9, 2010, wife of the
late Robert W. Mead, Sr.; mother of
Darlene (Gerard) Majchrowicz, Robert
Jr., Mark (Lynn) and Brian (Michelle)
Mead; sister of Margaret Doucet; grand-
mother of Ashley Mead, Connor Maj-
chrowicz and the late Sheri-Lynn Mead.
Friends may call at the DONALD M.
DEMMERLEY FUNERAL HOME, INC.,
21 Pierce Ave., Hamburg, Tuesday 4-8
PM. A Memorial Service will be held at
The Orchard Park Kingdom Hall, 6897
Milestrip Rd., 14127, Wednesday at
6:30 PM. Friends invited. Flowers
gratefully declined. Memorials to Ridge
View Manor or Orchard Park Kingdom
Hall. Online guest register at
www.demmerleyfuneralhome.com

Deaths
SEGER - Edward L.
July 10, 2010, of Depew, NY, beloved
husband of Geraldine (nee Towner);
dearest father of Edward W. (Karen),
Deborah (late Donald) Burns-Seger,
Patricia (Gary) Grudzinski, Mark (Cece-
lia) and Michael (Sharon) Seger; loving
grandfather of Jennifer, Edward, Sean,
Tiffany, Eric, Sadie, Emily and Sarah;
great-grandfather of Kaylin and Han-
nah; brother of Joan (Joe) Pace and
the late Elizabeth (late Richard) Horn;
survived by nieces and nephews. The
family will be present to receive friends
on Monday from 7-9 PM and Tuesday
2-4 and 7-9 PM at the DANIEL R.
SMOLAREK FUNERAL HOME, 2510
Union Rd., Cheektowaga (two blocks
south of William St.) where a Prayer
Service will be held on Wednesday at
10 AM. Interment in St. Adalbert’s Cem-
etery, Lancaster. In lieu of flowers, do-
nations may be made to Boy Scouts of
America or Muscular Dystrophy Assn.

Help by giving students a way to improve their
reading, writing and critical thinking skills.
Become a Newspaper In Education sponsor.

To find out how call

(716)849-3477.

Is your company looking for a
way to inspire and educate

tomorrow’s leaders?
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PoliceOfficersDonnaBenitez andBartAdamsget ready for
their shift at theHousingAuthorityheadquarters.

Robert Kirkham/Buffalo News

MariaLenhardt andJoeCoppola
shareartichokes.
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Sorbet was a cool, healthy treat on hot day
TASTE • fromB1

dish.
“It’s fantastic,” said Mark Williams, 31,

of Orchard Park. “It’s spicy goodness on a
stick.”Williams had no idea that he was or-
dering the healthy option and, although it
tasted healthy, it didn’t taste bad.

SixTaste of Buffalo tickets purchased an
eight-ounce serving of beans and greens
soup, a stew made with butter beans, can-
nellini beans, escarole and ditalini pasta,
from the stand for Orazio’s Restaurant of
Clarence. Earlier, the dish had been recog-
nized as second place among all healthy op-
tions from Taste vendors by Independent
Health.

“It’s unbelievable. We probably went
through 2,500 portions,” saidOrazio Ippoli-
to Jr., 42, chef and owner ofOrazio’s. Ippoli-
to said hewas approached by onemanwho
had been eating vegetarian for 34 years.
“He said itwas the best vegetarian dish he’s
ever had.”

Michael Campbell and Amanda Aikin,
both of Buffalo, had stepped behind theOr-
azio’s stand to enjoy their beans and greens
soup.

“It’s delicious,” Campbell said. “It has a
nice creamy taste, good texture. It reminds
me of pasta fagioli.” Aikin agreed, stating
that she prefered the dish over many of the
greasier items available.

Joe DeCecco, 33, a waiter with Amici
Ristorante in Kenmore, was at the Amici
stand passing out puttanesca sauce over
spaghetti squash. According to DeCecco,
the squash is cooked and strung outwith a
fork to create something akin to angel hair
pasta.

“Instead of pasta and all those carbs,
you’re getting vegetables with sauce,” he
said.

DeCecco said that sales of the spaghetti
squash with puttanesca were on par with
orders for Amici’s other offerings, including
stuffed hot peppers and eggplant.

The healthy option requirement didn’t
cause Sweet Melody’s of Clarence, an Ital-
ian-style gelateria, to make any large
changes.

“We’re lucky, we bring [sorbet] any-
ways,” said Chuck Incorvia, owner of Sweet

Melody’s. “It just happens to be a pretty
healthy thing.”

Incorvia said that hotter temperatures,
like those many Taste visitors experienced
Sunday, send sorbet sales through the roof.
The sorbet made by Sweet Melody’s is
made exclusively from fresh fruit blended
in a batch freezer, making it fat-free.

“It’s much more refreshing and colder
than gelato or regular ice cream,” Incorvia
said.

Relaxing on the inner part of Niagara
Square to enjoy their sorbets were Shelly
Phillips, 49, of East Aurora; Diane Pozorski,
50, of Orchard Park; and her fiance, Jack
Jensen, 55, of Orchard Park. Pozorski and

Phillips had both ordered the lemon, while
Jensen was enjoying the raspberry sorbet.

“I’ve been noticing the healthy items,”
said Pozorski. “It seems that every stand
has a healthy choice item.”

Phillips thought that the healthy choice
programwas a great idea. “It gives you a lot
of options,” she said.

Jensen noted that he could tell that the
sorbet tasted healthier, but he certainly
wasn’t put off by this. “I don’t think we’ve
tried enough,” he said.

e-mail: sbrachmann@buffnews.com

Rachel A. Robbins, caretaker
for 21 foster children
Oct. 11, 1926—July 8, 2010

Rachel AikenRobbins, care-
taker for 21 foster children and
a former director of theCradle
of BlackPearlsDayCareCenter,
diedThursday after a long ill-
ness. Shewas 83.

BornRachel Foster inBuffa-
lo, shewas raised fromage 7 at
the St.Vincent Franciscan con-
vent nearMain andRiley
streets after hermother relin-
quished custody.

In 1944,Mrs.Robbins grad-
uated fromLackawannaHigh
School. She returned to school
in the 1970s and earnedher as-
sociate’s degree in early child-
hood education fromBuffalo
State College in 1978.

In 1949, she andher hus-
band, Charles, took in their first
foster child,whohadbeen
abandonedbyhisparents and
was living on the streets in their
neighborhood. Although their
first foster childwas taken in in-
formally, theRobbinsesworked
through theErie CountyDe-
partment of Social Services for
subsequent foster children, in-
cludingmany children inpro-
tective custody. In 1979, the
Robbinseswere presented the
Family LifeAwardby theBuffa-

loUrbanLeague for their foster
carework.

In the late 1950s,Mrs. Rob-
binsworkedwith both the
MichiganAvenueYMCA and
theBuffalo JewishCommunity
Center, becoming the first Afri-
can-Americanwoman to serve
at the center. Shewas a secre-
tary anddirector’s assistant
with both organizations.

In 1975,Mrs.Robbinswas
selected by theBlackBusiness
Men’s Association tobe thedi-
rector of theCradle of Black
Pearls onMichiganAvenue.
The day care centerwas dedi-
cated to taking care of the chil-
dren of youngurbanmothers
so that they could receive an ed-
ucation.Mrs.Robbins directed
the center for five years.

In retirement,Mrs.Robbins
served as aEucharisticminister
for her homeparish,Our Lady
of LourdesCatholic Church,
and served in the same role at
many other local parishes.

Survivors include two
daughters, Donna andLynne,
and two sons, Kenneth and
Charles.

AMass of ChristianBurial
willbe offered at 10 a.m. today
in St. JosephUniversity Catho-
lic Church, 3269Main St.

Newunit has critics within Police Department
HOUSING • fromB1

makes sure he is in his apart-
ment for the night by 8. He
won’t even make a trip to the
grocery store three blocks away.

He considers himself lucky,
though.His apartment is on the
second floor. That means he
doesn’t have to dive to the floor
with each gunshot.

“I live on the second floor, so
I don’t have to worry about it,
but I get calls all the time, ‘Com-
missioner, do you hear all that
shooting?’ ” said Williams, a
tenant-elected Housing Author-
ity commissioner whose term
ended June 30.

At Jasper Parrish, Dana Gar-
land remembers her sister’s
birthday in 2008 well. She was
almost shot that night.

Itwas a cold February night,
and Garland parked farther
down from her house on Jasper
Parrish Drive than she would
have liked. She saw a group of
kids on the street between her
and her house.

When she left her car, she
heard the gunshot.

“I heard the shot, and I saw
smoke from the gun. I don’t
knowwho did it,” Garland said.

She raced for a friend’s
house nearby and called the po-
lice.

Things have gotten somuch
worse since the old public safe-
ty force left, Garland said.

“And last year, therewas like
a shooting every day,” Garland
said. “We still had problems,
but we felt better having our
own police force.”

In March 2005, the Housing
Authority voted to cut its 26-
member public safety force.
City officials still say that a lack
of federal funds led to the loss
of the force.

But seven months after the
cut, the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment issued a report that found

rampant fiscal mismanage-
ment inside Buffalo’s Housing
Authority, including $900 cell-
phone bills and winter trips to
warm-weather conventions.

When the Buffalo Police De-
partment learned of the cut, it
studied the calls from the 27
Housing Authority complexes.
A “comprehensive analysis”
concluded that Buffalo police
did not need a dedicated hous-
ing force.

The department declined to
provide a copy of the 2005 re-
port, and current officials said
they are “not aware” of the re-
port’s existence.

Despite the lack of federal
funds in 2005 and that depart-
mental analysis, the Buffalo po-
lice now have a new Housing
Unit staffed by 18 police offi-
cers, two lieutenants and one
captain. They work 3:30 p.m. to
1:30 a.m., putting out two or
three two-officer cars each day.

The Housing Unit’s goal is
not to respond to 911 calls; it
deals with larger crime and
works with other police task
forces, including the Narcotics

Squad. Unit officers respond to
calls if they are in the area, but
district police still respond to
every call anyway, Capt. GuyZa-
gara said.

Police declined to comment
on specific policing strategies.
Since June 9, the Housing Unit
has made roughly 115 arrests.

The unit receives new tar-
gets each day, based on recent
reports. The officers are not at
all 27 public-housing complexes
daily, instead concentrating on
the housing unitswith thehigh-
est levels of crime, said Police
Commissioner Daniel Derenda,
whose appointment awaits
Common Council confirmation.

The Housing Unit will work
with public-housing residents
and tenant councils to learn the
area, the complaints and who
causes the problems. Police lost
the knowledge and experience
of the old public safety force,
who knew the residents and the
complexes’ layouts well, Deren-
da said.

The complexes with the
most crime are Commodore
Perry, Shaffer, Jasper Parrish

andKenfield-Langfield.
Some Council members, led

most vocally by South District
Council Member Michael A.
Kearns, have asked if the Hous-
ing Unit will take officers away
from the city’s five police dis-
tricts. Derenda said the districts
did not lose any officers in the
unit’s creation.

Kearns and other Council
members have asked if there is
not a better way to allocate the
unit’s manpower. All neighbor-
hoods in the city should receive
the same kind of police protec-
tion, Kearns said.

“I guess there would be
some block clubs who would
like their own police force,”
Kearns said.

Even among some police,
the unit has critics, like Capt.
BobMeegan, Police Benevolent
Association president. He con-
tends the unit will not be used
as a dedicated housing force;
that its officers instead will
have to take calls, drawing
them away from the complexes.

He called the unit’s creation
“smoke and mirrors” and said
that citizens are being lied to
about how the unitwill be used.

“They’re telling the poor citi-
zens that these guys are going
to be there,” Meegan said.

Derenda has said the unit
will be used to respond to emer-
gency calls. He has stressed that
the unit is under the authority
of the police and not the Hous-
ing Authority.

With any luck, Kenfield resi-
dent Williams says, things will
start to get better with the new
police.

“If they’re dedicated todoing
the job—theywillbe able to get
to know the various communi-
ties, to get know the bad actors,
to get know the good actors and
will be able to make a differ-
ence, yes,“Williams said.

e-mail: abrown@buffnews.com

Taste of Buffalo winners
People’s Choice—Chester’s Cajun

Grill, East Amherst, blackened shrimp
over Cajun rice.

Chairman’s Choice—Ms.Goodies,
Buffalo, JunkyardDog.

Children’s Choice—Nick Charlap’s
Ice Cream,Hamburg, chocolate vanilla
twist cone.

LouBillitierMemorial “Rookie of the
Year”Award—PapayaRestaurant, Buf-
falo.

BestDessert—Landies Candies, Buf-
falo, strawberry kabobs.

BestWine—GlenoraWineCellars,
Dundee, dryRiesling.

BestOverallFood—Torches, Ken-
more,Nickel CityMac&Cheese.

BestMeat Item—DinosaurBBQ,
Rochester, pork sliders.

Best Seafood Item—Chester’s Cajun
Grill, blackened shrimp over Cajun rice.

Best Vegetarian Item—Bing’s,Am-
herst, artichoke gratinee.

Best ComfortFood (selected by
County Legislator LynnMarinelli)—
Anderson’s FrozenCustard, Amherst,
PecanTurtle Crunch.

NewYorkAward (chosenbyCounty
ClerkKathyHochul)—Orazio’s, Clar-

ence, seafood fusilli.
Pat SardinaMemorial Award—E.M.

Chrusciki Bakery, Buffalo, caramel con-
fusion.

IndependentHealthHealthyChoice
Options—Firstplace:Giacobbi’s Pasta
andPizza,Hamburg, turkeymeatball in
marinara; secondplace:Orazio’s, beans
and greens soup; thirdplace: SaigonCa-
fe, Buffalo, summer roll.

OLEJNICZAK - Paula A.
(nee Kwapis)
July 10, 2010, dear mother of Jeffrey P.
(Dawn) Olejniczak of Tucson, AZ; sis-
ter of Elizabeth, Christine and the late
Richard; dear aunt of Karen. Funeral
service from the BARRON-MILLER
FUNERAL HOME, INC., 3025 William
St. near Union Rd., Cheektowaga,
Wednesday at 9:30. Family present
Tuesday 4-8. If desired, memorials may
be made to The Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion of WNY.

WING - Eugene R.
Age 73, of Eden, NY,
died July 9, 2010,
devoted husband of
Beulah J. (Munson);
beloved father of Ste-
ven E. (Brian Gens)
Wing and Michael P.

(Deborah) Wing; grandfather of Zach-
ary M., Pearson J. and Spencer T.
Wing; brother of Richard D. (Shirley)
Wing and Marilyn Ferry; 34 nieces
and nephews also survive. Family and
friends are invited to call on Tuesday,
July 13 from 7-9 PM and Wednesday,
July 14 from 2-4 PM and 7-9 PM at the
LAING FUNERAL HOME, INC., 2724
W. Church St., Eden, NY. Funeral
Services will be held on Thursday, July
15 at 11 AM in the St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church. Memorials may be made to the
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Memorial
Fund, 3487 N. Boston Rd., Eden, NY.
Full Obit on www.laingfuneralhome.
com

O’ROURKE - Louise E.
(nee Speicher)
Of Lackawanna, NY, July 9, 2010,
beloved wife of the late Gerald J.
O’Rourke, Sr.; dearest mother of Ger-
ald, Jr. (Carolyn and the late Rose-
mary), William C. (Mary Ann), Eugene
A. (Judith), Philip (Paula), and Linda
(James Lyons) O’Rourke; also survived
by 12 grandchildren and 17 great-
grandchildren; sister of Dr. Carl (Mary
Lou) Speicher. Friends received 2-4 &
7-9 PM Monday only at the CURTIN
FUNERAL HOME, INC., 1340 Union
Road, West Seneca. A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial will be celebrated in Our
Lady of Victory Basilica on Tuesday at
10:30 AM. Please assemble at church.
Arrangements by William O’Rourke
Funeral Director.

MUCCI - Laura S.
(nee Suffoletta)
July 11, 2010, of West Seneca, NY,
wife of the late Richard; beloved mother
of Sabina (Autry) Leonard and the late
Richard Mucci, Jr.; sister of Dorothy
(Carmen) Pericozzi, John (Carol) Suf-
foletta, Viola (late Whitey) Syta and the
late Arthur (late Edith) Suffoletta; grand-
mother of Daniel, William, Donna, Sam-
uel and the late Laura; also survived
by 10 great-grandchildren and many
nieces and nephews. Funeral Services
Tuesday at 10 AM from the SIECK &
MAST FUNERAL HOME, 250 Orchard
Park Rd., West Seneca, 825-5205. Rel-
atives and friends are invited to attend.
Family will be present Monday 6-9 PM.
Interment in Hillcrest Cemetery.

SITCOV - Abraham
July 11, 2010, husband
of Shirley Sitcov; father
of Heidi (Barry
Beiseigel) Sitcov of
Springfield, VA,
Michael (Rose
DiNapoli) Sitcov of

Arlington, VA, Steven (Kristin) Sitcov of
Seattle, WA and Cynthia (Andrew
Semmel) Sitcov of Arlington, VA;
brother of Hannah Morrison, Arthur
(Inez) Sitcov and the late Sarah
Nissenson; also survived by many
loving grandchildren. Funeral Services
will be held Tuesday 11 AM at
MESNEKOFF FUNERAL HOME, 8630
Transit Rd., E. Amherst, 639-8890.
Memorials may be made to Hospice
Buffalo, Inc., 225 Como Park Blvd.,
Cheektowaga, NY 14227. Shiva will be
observed Tuesday and Wednesday
5-8 PM at 755 Renaissance Dr., C-301,
Williamsville.

MEAD - Mary F. (nee Hatzai)
Of Hamburg, July 9, 2010, wife of the
late Robert W. Mead, Sr.; mother of
Darlene (Gerard) Majchrowicz, Robert
Jr., Mark (Lynn) and Brian (Michelle)
Mead; sister of Margaret Doucet; grand-
mother of Ashley Mead, Connor Maj-
chrowicz and the late Sheri-Lynn Mead.
Friends may call at the DONALD M.
DEMMERLEY FUNERAL HOME, INC.,
21 Pierce Ave., Hamburg, Tuesday 4-8
PM. A Memorial Service will be held at
The Orchard Park Kingdom Hall, 6897
Milestrip Rd., 14127, Wednesday at
6:30 PM. Friends invited. Flowers
gratefully declined. Memorials to Ridge
View Manor or Orchard Park Kingdom
Hall. Online guest register at
www.demmerleyfuneralhome.com

Deaths
SEGER - Edward L.
July 10, 2010, of Depew, NY, beloved
husband of Geraldine (nee Towner);
dearest father of Edward W. (Karen),
Deborah (late Donald) Burns-Seger,
Patricia (Gary) Grudzinski, Mark (Cece-
lia) and Michael (Sharon) Seger; loving
grandfather of Jennifer, Edward, Sean,
Tiffany, Eric, Sadie, Emily and Sarah;
great-grandfather of Kaylin and Han-
nah; brother of Joan (Joe) Pace and
the late Elizabeth (late Richard) Horn;
survived by nieces and nephews. The
family will be present to receive friends
on Monday from 7-9 PM and Tuesday
2-4 and 7-9 PM at the DANIEL R.
SMOLAREK FUNERAL HOME, 2510
Union Rd., Cheektowaga (two blocks
south of William St.) where a Prayer
Service will be held on Wednesday at
10 AM. Interment in St. Adalbert’s Cem-
etery, Lancaster. In lieu of flowers, do-
nations may be made to Boy Scouts of
America or Muscular Dystrophy Assn.
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Sorbet was a cool, healthy treat on hot day
TASTE • fromB1

dish.
“It’s fantastic,” said Mark Williams, 31,

of Orchard Park. “It’s spicy goodness on a
stick.”Williams had no idea that he was or-
dering the healthy option and, although it
tasted healthy, it didn’t taste bad.

SixTaste of Buffalo tickets purchased an
eight-ounce serving of beans and greens
soup, a stew made with butter beans, can-
nellini beans, escarole and ditalini pasta,
from the stand for Orazio’s Restaurant of
Clarence. Earlier, the dish had been recog-
nized as second place among all healthy op-
tions from Taste vendors by Independent
Health.

“It’s unbelievable. We probably went
through 2,500 portions,” saidOrazio Ippoli-
to Jr., 42, chef and owner ofOrazio’s. Ippoli-
to said hewas approached by onemanwho
had been eating vegetarian for 34 years.
“He said itwas the best vegetarian dish he’s
ever had.”

Michael Campbell and Amanda Aikin,
both of Buffalo, had stepped behind theOr-
azio’s stand to enjoy their beans and greens
soup.

“It’s delicious,” Campbell said. “It has a
nice creamy taste, good texture. It reminds
me of pasta fagioli.” Aikin agreed, stating
that she prefered the dish over many of the
greasier items available.

Joe DeCecco, 33, a waiter with Amici
Ristorante in Kenmore, was at the Amici
stand passing out puttanesca sauce over
spaghetti squash. According to DeCecco,
the squash is cooked and strung outwith a
fork to create something akin to angel hair
pasta.

“Instead of pasta and all those carbs,
you’re getting vegetables with sauce,” he
said.

DeCecco said that sales of the spaghetti
squash with puttanesca were on par with
orders for Amici’s other offerings, including
stuffed hot peppers and eggplant.

The healthy option requirement didn’t
cause Sweet Melody’s of Clarence, an Ital-
ian-style gelateria, to make any large
changes.

“We’re lucky, we bring [sorbet] any-
ways,” said Chuck Incorvia, owner of Sweet

Melody’s. “It just happens to be a pretty
healthy thing.”

Incorvia said that hotter temperatures,
like those many Taste visitors experienced
Sunday, send sorbet sales through the roof.
The sorbet made by Sweet Melody’s is
made exclusively from fresh fruit blended
in a batch freezer, making it fat-free.

“It’s much more refreshing and colder
than gelato or regular ice cream,” Incorvia
said.

Relaxing on the inner part of Niagara
Square to enjoy their sorbets were Shelly
Phillips, 49, of East Aurora; Diane Pozorski,
50, of Orchard Park; and her fiance, Jack
Jensen, 55, of Orchard Park. Pozorski and

Phillips had both ordered the lemon, while
Jensen was enjoying the raspberry sorbet.

“I’ve been noticing the healthy items,”
said Pozorski. “It seems that every stand
has a healthy choice item.”

Phillips thought that the healthy choice
programwas a great idea. “It gives you a lot
of options,” she said.

Jensen noted that he could tell that the
sorbet tasted healthier, but he certainly
wasn’t put off by this. “I don’t think we’ve
tried enough,” he said.

e-mail: sbrachmann@buffnews.com

Rachel A. Robbins, caretaker
for 21 foster children
Oct. 11, 1926—July 8, 2010

Rachel AikenRobbins, care-
taker for 21 foster children and
a former director of theCradle
of BlackPearlsDayCareCenter,
diedThursday after a long ill-
ness. Shewas 83.

BornRachel Foster inBuffa-
lo, shewas raised fromage 7 at
the St.Vincent Franciscan con-
vent nearMain andRiley
streets after hermother relin-
quished custody.

In 1944,Mrs.Robbins grad-
uated fromLackawannaHigh
School. She returned to school
in the 1970s and earnedher as-
sociate’s degree in early child-
hood education fromBuffalo
State College in 1978.

In 1949, she andher hus-
band, Charles, took in their first
foster child,whohadbeen
abandonedbyhisparents and
was living on the streets in their
neighborhood. Although their
first foster childwas taken in in-
formally, theRobbinsesworked
through theErie CountyDe-
partment of Social Services for
subsequent foster children, in-
cludingmany children inpro-
tective custody. In 1979, the
Robbinseswere presented the
Family LifeAwardby theBuffa-

loUrbanLeague for their foster
carework.

In the late 1950s,Mrs. Rob-
binsworkedwith both the
MichiganAvenueYMCA and
theBuffalo JewishCommunity
Center, becoming the first Afri-
can-Americanwoman to serve
at the center. Shewas a secre-
tary anddirector’s assistant
with both organizations.

In 1975,Mrs.Robbinswas
selected by theBlackBusiness
Men’s Association tobe thedi-
rector of theCradle of Black
Pearls onMichiganAvenue.
The day care centerwas dedi-
cated to taking care of the chil-
dren of youngurbanmothers
so that they could receive an ed-
ucation.Mrs.Robbins directed
the center for five years.

In retirement,Mrs.Robbins
served as aEucharisticminister
for her homeparish,Our Lady
of LourdesCatholic Church,
and served in the same role at
many other local parishes.

Survivors include two
daughters, Donna andLynne,
and two sons, Kenneth and
Charles.

AMass of ChristianBurial
willbe offered at 10 a.m. today
in St. JosephUniversity Catho-
lic Church, 3269Main St.

Newunit has critics within Police Department
HOUSING • fromB1

makes sure he is in his apart-
ment for the night by 8. He
won’t even make a trip to the
grocery store three blocks away.

He considers himself lucky,
though.His apartment is on the
second floor. That means he
doesn’t have to dive to the floor
with each gunshot.

“I live on the second floor, so
I don’t have to worry about it,
but I get calls all the time, ‘Com-
missioner, do you hear all that
shooting?’ ” said Williams, a
tenant-elected Housing Author-
ity commissioner whose term
ended June 30.

At Jasper Parrish, Dana Gar-
land remembers her sister’s
birthday in 2008 well. She was
almost shot that night.

Itwas a cold February night,
and Garland parked farther
down from her house on Jasper
Parrish Drive than she would
have liked. She saw a group of
kids on the street between her
and her house.

When she left her car, she
heard the gunshot.

“I heard the shot, and I saw
smoke from the gun. I don’t
knowwho did it,” Garland said.

She raced for a friend’s
house nearby and called the po-
lice.

Things have gotten somuch
worse since the old public safe-
ty force left, Garland said.

“And last year, therewas like
a shooting every day,” Garland
said. “We still had problems,
but we felt better having our
own police force.”

In March 2005, the Housing
Authority voted to cut its 26-
member public safety force.
City officials still say that a lack
of federal funds led to the loss
of the force.

But seven months after the
cut, the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment issued a report that found

rampant fiscal mismanage-
ment inside Buffalo’s Housing
Authority, including $900 cell-
phone bills and winter trips to
warm-weather conventions.

When the Buffalo Police De-
partment learned of the cut, it
studied the calls from the 27
Housing Authority complexes.
A “comprehensive analysis”
concluded that Buffalo police
did not need a dedicated hous-
ing force.

The department declined to
provide a copy of the 2005 re-
port, and current officials said
they are “not aware” of the re-
port’s existence.

Despite the lack of federal
funds in 2005 and that depart-
mental analysis, the Buffalo po-
lice now have a new Housing
Unit staffed by 18 police offi-
cers, two lieutenants and one
captain. They work 3:30 p.m. to
1:30 a.m., putting out two or
three two-officer cars each day.

The Housing Unit’s goal is
not to respond to 911 calls; it
deals with larger crime and
works with other police task
forces, including the Narcotics

Squad. Unit officers respond to
calls if they are in the area, but
district police still respond to
every call anyway, Capt. GuyZa-
gara said.

Police declined to comment
on specific policing strategies.
Since June 9, the Housing Unit
has made roughly 115 arrests.

The unit receives new tar-
gets each day, based on recent
reports. The officers are not at
all 27 public-housing complexes
daily, instead concentrating on
the housing unitswith thehigh-
est levels of crime, said Police
Commissioner Daniel Derenda,
whose appointment awaits
Common Council confirmation.

The Housing Unit will work
with public-housing residents
and tenant councils to learn the
area, the complaints and who
causes the problems. Police lost
the knowledge and experience
of the old public safety force,
who knew the residents and the
complexes’ layouts well, Deren-
da said.

The complexes with the
most crime are Commodore
Perry, Shaffer, Jasper Parrish

andKenfield-Langfield.
Some Council members, led

most vocally by South District
Council Member Michael A.
Kearns, have asked if the Hous-
ing Unit will take officers away
from the city’s five police dis-
tricts. Derenda said the districts
did not lose any officers in the
unit’s creation.

Kearns and other Council
members have asked if there is
not a better way to allocate the
unit’s manpower. All neighbor-
hoods in the city should receive
the same kind of police protec-
tion, Kearns said.

“I guess there would be
some block clubs who would
like their own police force,”
Kearns said.

Even among some police,
the unit has critics, like Capt.
BobMeegan, Police Benevolent
Association president. He con-
tends the unit will not be used
as a dedicated housing force;
that its officers instead will
have to take calls, drawing
them away from the complexes.

He called the unit’s creation
“smoke and mirrors” and said
that citizens are being lied to
about how the unitwill be used.

“They’re telling the poor citi-
zens that these guys are going
to be there,” Meegan said.

Derenda has said the unit
will be used to respond to emer-
gency calls. He has stressed that
the unit is under the authority
of the police and not the Hous-
ing Authority.

With any luck, Kenfield resi-
dent Williams says, things will
start to get better with the new
police.

“If they’re dedicated todoing
the job—theywillbe able to get
to know the various communi-
ties, to get know the bad actors,
to get know the good actors and
will be able to make a differ-
ence, yes,“Williams said.

e-mail: abrown@buffnews.com

Taste of Buffalo winners
People’s Choice—Chester’s Cajun

Grill, East Amherst, blackened shrimp
over Cajun rice.

Chairman’s Choice—Ms.Goodies,
Buffalo, JunkyardDog.

Children’s Choice—Nick Charlap’s
Ice Cream,Hamburg, chocolate vanilla
twist cone.

LouBillitierMemorial “Rookie of the
Year”Award—PapayaRestaurant, Buf-
falo.

BestDessert—Landies Candies, Buf-
falo, strawberry kabobs.

BestWine—GlenoraWineCellars,
Dundee, dryRiesling.

BestOverallFood—Torches, Ken-
more,Nickel CityMac&Cheese.

BestMeat Item—DinosaurBBQ,
Rochester, pork sliders.

Best Seafood Item—Chester’s Cajun
Grill, blackened shrimp over Cajun rice.

Best Vegetarian Item—Bing’s,Am-
herst, artichoke gratinee.

Best ComfortFood (selected by
County Legislator LynnMarinelli)—
Anderson’s FrozenCustard, Amherst,
PecanTurtle Crunch.

NewYorkAward (chosenbyCounty
ClerkKathyHochul)—Orazio’s, Clar-

ence, seafood fusilli.
Pat SardinaMemorial Award—E.M.

Chrusciki Bakery, Buffalo, caramel con-
fusion.

IndependentHealthHealthyChoice
Options—Firstplace:Giacobbi’s Pasta
andPizza,Hamburg, turkeymeatball in
marinara; secondplace:Orazio’s, beans
and greens soup; thirdplace: SaigonCa-
fe, Buffalo, summer roll.

OLEJNICZAK - Paula A.
(nee Kwapis)
July 10, 2010, dear mother of Jeffrey P.
(Dawn) Olejniczak of Tucson, AZ; sis-
ter of Elizabeth, Christine and the late
Richard; dear aunt of Karen. Funeral
service from the BARRON-MILLER
FUNERAL HOME, INC., 3025 William
St. near Union Rd., Cheektowaga,
Wednesday at 9:30. Family present
Tuesday 4-8. If desired, memorials may
be made to The Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion of WNY.

WING - Eugene R.
Age 73, of Eden, NY,
died July 9, 2010,
devoted husband of
Beulah J. (Munson);
beloved father of Ste-
ven E. (Brian Gens)
Wing and Michael P.

(Deborah) Wing; grandfather of Zach-
ary M., Pearson J. and Spencer T.
Wing; brother of Richard D. (Shirley)
Wing and Marilyn Ferry; 34 nieces
and nephews also survive. Family and
friends are invited to call on Tuesday,
July 13 from 7-9 PM and Wednesday,
July 14 from 2-4 PM and 7-9 PM at the
LAING FUNERAL HOME, INC., 2724
W. Church St., Eden, NY. Funeral
Services will be held on Thursday, July
15 at 11 AM in the St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church. Memorials may be made to the
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Memorial
Fund, 3487 N. Boston Rd., Eden, NY.
Full Obit on www.laingfuneralhome.
com

O’ROURKE - Louise E.
(nee Speicher)
Of Lackawanna, NY, July 9, 2010,
beloved wife of the late Gerald J.
O’Rourke, Sr.; dearest mother of Ger-
ald, Jr. (Carolyn and the late Rose-
mary), William C. (Mary Ann), Eugene
A. (Judith), Philip (Paula), and Linda
(James Lyons) O’Rourke; also survived
by 12 grandchildren and 17 great-
grandchildren; sister of Dr. Carl (Mary
Lou) Speicher. Friends received 2-4 &
7-9 PM Monday only at the CURTIN
FUNERAL HOME, INC., 1340 Union
Road, West Seneca. A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial will be celebrated in Our
Lady of Victory Basilica on Tuesday at
10:30 AM. Please assemble at church.
Arrangements by William O’Rourke
Funeral Director.

MUCCI - Laura S.
(nee Suffoletta)
July 11, 2010, of West Seneca, NY,
wife of the late Richard; beloved mother
of Sabina (Autry) Leonard and the late
Richard Mucci, Jr.; sister of Dorothy
(Carmen) Pericozzi, John (Carol) Suf-
foletta, Viola (late Whitey) Syta and the
late Arthur (late Edith) Suffoletta; grand-
mother of Daniel, William, Donna, Sam-
uel and the late Laura; also survived
by 10 great-grandchildren and many
nieces and nephews. Funeral Services
Tuesday at 10 AM from the SIECK &
MAST FUNERAL HOME, 250 Orchard
Park Rd., West Seneca, 825-5205. Rel-
atives and friends are invited to attend.
Family will be present Monday 6-9 PM.
Interment in Hillcrest Cemetery.

SITCOV - Abraham
July 11, 2010, husband
of Shirley Sitcov; father
of Heidi (Barry
Beiseigel) Sitcov of
Springfield, VA,
Michael (Rose
DiNapoli) Sitcov of

Arlington, VA, Steven (Kristin) Sitcov of
Seattle, WA and Cynthia (Andrew
Semmel) Sitcov of Arlington, VA;
brother of Hannah Morrison, Arthur
(Inez) Sitcov and the late Sarah
Nissenson; also survived by many
loving grandchildren. Funeral Services
will be held Tuesday 11 AM at
MESNEKOFF FUNERAL HOME, 8630
Transit Rd., E. Amherst, 639-8890.
Memorials may be made to Hospice
Buffalo, Inc., 225 Como Park Blvd.,
Cheektowaga, NY 14227. Shiva will be
observed Tuesday and Wednesday
5-8 PM at 755 Renaissance Dr., C-301,
Williamsville.

MEAD - Mary F. (nee Hatzai)
Of Hamburg, July 9, 2010, wife of the
late Robert W. Mead, Sr.; mother of
Darlene (Gerard) Majchrowicz, Robert
Jr., Mark (Lynn) and Brian (Michelle)
Mead; sister of Margaret Doucet; grand-
mother of Ashley Mead, Connor Maj-
chrowicz and the late Sheri-Lynn Mead.
Friends may call at the DONALD M.
DEMMERLEY FUNERAL HOME, INC.,
21 Pierce Ave., Hamburg, Tuesday 4-8
PM. A Memorial Service will be held at
The Orchard Park Kingdom Hall, 6897
Milestrip Rd., 14127, Wednesday at
6:30 PM. Friends invited. Flowers
gratefully declined. Memorials to Ridge
View Manor or Orchard Park Kingdom
Hall. Online guest register at
www.demmerleyfuneralhome.com

Deaths
SEGER - Edward L.
July 10, 2010, of Depew, NY, beloved
husband of Geraldine (nee Towner);
dearest father of Edward W. (Karen),
Deborah (late Donald) Burns-Seger,
Patricia (Gary) Grudzinski, Mark (Cece-
lia) and Michael (Sharon) Seger; loving
grandfather of Jennifer, Edward, Sean,
Tiffany, Eric, Sadie, Emily and Sarah;
great-grandfather of Kaylin and Han-
nah; brother of Joan (Joe) Pace and
the late Elizabeth (late Richard) Horn;
survived by nieces and nephews. The
family will be present to receive friends
on Monday from 7-9 PM and Tuesday
2-4 and 7-9 PM at the DANIEL R.
SMOLAREK FUNERAL HOME, 2510
Union Rd., Cheektowaga (two blocks
south of William St.) where a Prayer
Service will be held on Wednesday at
10 AM. Interment in St. Adalbert’s Cem-
etery, Lancaster. In lieu of flowers, do-
nations may be made to Boy Scouts of
America or Muscular Dystrophy Assn.
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Sorbet was a cool, healthy treat on hot day
TASTE • fromB1

dish.
“It’s fantastic,” said Mark Williams, 31,

of Orchard Park. “It’s spicy goodness on a
stick.”Williams had no idea that he was or-
dering the healthy option and, although it
tasted healthy, it didn’t taste bad.

SixTaste of Buffalo tickets purchased an
eight-ounce serving of beans and greens
soup, a stew made with butter beans, can-
nellini beans, escarole and ditalini pasta,
from the stand for Orazio’s Restaurant of
Clarence. Earlier, the dish had been recog-
nized as second place among all healthy op-
tions from Taste vendors by Independent
Health.

“It’s unbelievable. We probably went
through 2,500 portions,” saidOrazio Ippoli-
to Jr., 42, chef and owner ofOrazio’s. Ippoli-
to said hewas approached by onemanwho
had been eating vegetarian for 34 years.
“He said itwas the best vegetarian dish he’s
ever had.”

Michael Campbell and Amanda Aikin,
both of Buffalo, had stepped behind theOr-
azio’s stand to enjoy their beans and greens
soup.

“It’s delicious,” Campbell said. “It has a
nice creamy taste, good texture. It reminds
me of pasta fagioli.” Aikin agreed, stating
that she prefered the dish over many of the
greasier items available.

Joe DeCecco, 33, a waiter with Amici
Ristorante in Kenmore, was at the Amici
stand passing out puttanesca sauce over
spaghetti squash. According to DeCecco,
the squash is cooked and strung outwith a
fork to create something akin to angel hair
pasta.

“Instead of pasta and all those carbs,
you’re getting vegetables with sauce,” he
said.

DeCecco said that sales of the spaghetti
squash with puttanesca were on par with
orders for Amici’s other offerings, including
stuffed hot peppers and eggplant.

The healthy option requirement didn’t
cause Sweet Melody’s of Clarence, an Ital-
ian-style gelateria, to make any large
changes.

“We’re lucky, we bring [sorbet] any-
ways,” said Chuck Incorvia, owner of Sweet

Melody’s. “It just happens to be a pretty
healthy thing.”

Incorvia said that hotter temperatures,
like those many Taste visitors experienced
Sunday, send sorbet sales through the roof.
The sorbet made by Sweet Melody’s is
made exclusively from fresh fruit blended
in a batch freezer, making it fat-free.

“It’s much more refreshing and colder
than gelato or regular ice cream,” Incorvia
said.

Relaxing on the inner part of Niagara
Square to enjoy their sorbets were Shelly
Phillips, 49, of East Aurora; Diane Pozorski,
50, of Orchard Park; and her fiance, Jack
Jensen, 55, of Orchard Park. Pozorski and

Phillips had both ordered the lemon, while
Jensen was enjoying the raspberry sorbet.

“I’ve been noticing the healthy items,”
said Pozorski. “It seems that every stand
has a healthy choice item.”

Phillips thought that the healthy choice
programwas a great idea. “It gives you a lot
of options,” she said.

Jensen noted that he could tell that the
sorbet tasted healthier, but he certainly
wasn’t put off by this. “I don’t think we’ve
tried enough,” he said.

e-mail: sbrachmann@buffnews.com

Rachel A. Robbins, caretaker
for 21 foster children
Oct. 11, 1926—July 8, 2010

Rachel AikenRobbins, care-
taker for 21 foster children and
a former director of theCradle
of BlackPearlsDayCareCenter,
diedThursday after a long ill-
ness. Shewas 83.

BornRachel Foster inBuffa-
lo, shewas raised fromage 7 at
the St.Vincent Franciscan con-
vent nearMain andRiley
streets after hermother relin-
quished custody.

In 1944,Mrs.Robbins grad-
uated fromLackawannaHigh
School. She returned to school
in the 1970s and earnedher as-
sociate’s degree in early child-
hood education fromBuffalo
State College in 1978.

In 1949, she andher hus-
band, Charles, took in their first
foster child,whohadbeen
abandonedbyhisparents and
was living on the streets in their
neighborhood. Although their
first foster childwas taken in in-
formally, theRobbinsesworked
through theErie CountyDe-
partment of Social Services for
subsequent foster children, in-
cludingmany children inpro-
tective custody. In 1979, the
Robbinseswere presented the
Family LifeAwardby theBuffa-

loUrbanLeague for their foster
carework.

In the late 1950s,Mrs. Rob-
binsworkedwith both the
MichiganAvenueYMCA and
theBuffalo JewishCommunity
Center, becoming the first Afri-
can-Americanwoman to serve
at the center. Shewas a secre-
tary anddirector’s assistant
with both organizations.

In 1975,Mrs.Robbinswas
selected by theBlackBusiness
Men’s Association tobe thedi-
rector of theCradle of Black
Pearls onMichiganAvenue.
The day care centerwas dedi-
cated to taking care of the chil-
dren of youngurbanmothers
so that they could receive an ed-
ucation.Mrs.Robbins directed
the center for five years.

In retirement,Mrs.Robbins
served as aEucharisticminister
for her homeparish,Our Lady
of LourdesCatholic Church,
and served in the same role at
many other local parishes.

Survivors include two
daughters, Donna andLynne,
and two sons, Kenneth and
Charles.

AMass of ChristianBurial
willbe offered at 10 a.m. today
in St. JosephUniversity Catho-
lic Church, 3269Main St.

Newunit has critics within Police Department
HOUSING • fromB1

makes sure he is in his apart-
ment for the night by 8. He
won’t even make a trip to the
grocery store three blocks away.

He considers himself lucky,
though.His apartment is on the
second floor. That means he
doesn’t have to dive to the floor
with each gunshot.

“I live on the second floor, so
I don’t have to worry about it,
but I get calls all the time, ‘Com-
missioner, do you hear all that
shooting?’ ” said Williams, a
tenant-elected Housing Author-
ity commissioner whose term
ended June 30.

At Jasper Parrish, Dana Gar-
land remembers her sister’s
birthday in 2008 well. She was
almost shot that night.

Itwas a cold February night,
and Garland parked farther
down from her house on Jasper
Parrish Drive than she would
have liked. She saw a group of
kids on the street between her
and her house.

When she left her car, she
heard the gunshot.

“I heard the shot, and I saw
smoke from the gun. I don’t
knowwho did it,” Garland said.

She raced for a friend’s
house nearby and called the po-
lice.

Things have gotten somuch
worse since the old public safe-
ty force left, Garland said.

“And last year, therewas like
a shooting every day,” Garland
said. “We still had problems,
but we felt better having our
own police force.”

In March 2005, the Housing
Authority voted to cut its 26-
member public safety force.
City officials still say that a lack
of federal funds led to the loss
of the force.

But seven months after the
cut, the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment issued a report that found

rampant fiscal mismanage-
ment inside Buffalo’s Housing
Authority, including $900 cell-
phone bills and winter trips to
warm-weather conventions.

When the Buffalo Police De-
partment learned of the cut, it
studied the calls from the 27
Housing Authority complexes.
A “comprehensive analysis”
concluded that Buffalo police
did not need a dedicated hous-
ing force.

The department declined to
provide a copy of the 2005 re-
port, and current officials said
they are “not aware” of the re-
port’s existence.

Despite the lack of federal
funds in 2005 and that depart-
mental analysis, the Buffalo po-
lice now have a new Housing
Unit staffed by 18 police offi-
cers, two lieutenants and one
captain. They work 3:30 p.m. to
1:30 a.m., putting out two or
three two-officer cars each day.

The Housing Unit’s goal is
not to respond to 911 calls; it
deals with larger crime and
works with other police task
forces, including the Narcotics

Squad. Unit officers respond to
calls if they are in the area, but
district police still respond to
every call anyway, Capt. GuyZa-
gara said.

Police declined to comment
on specific policing strategies.
Since June 9, the Housing Unit
has made roughly 115 arrests.

The unit receives new tar-
gets each day, based on recent
reports. The officers are not at
all 27 public-housing complexes
daily, instead concentrating on
the housing unitswith thehigh-
est levels of crime, said Police
Commissioner Daniel Derenda,
whose appointment awaits
Common Council confirmation.

The Housing Unit will work
with public-housing residents
and tenant councils to learn the
area, the complaints and who
causes the problems. Police lost
the knowledge and experience
of the old public safety force,
who knew the residents and the
complexes’ layouts well, Deren-
da said.

The complexes with the
most crime are Commodore
Perry, Shaffer, Jasper Parrish

andKenfield-Langfield.
Some Council members, led

most vocally by South District
Council Member Michael A.
Kearns, have asked if the Hous-
ing Unit will take officers away
from the city’s five police dis-
tricts. Derenda said the districts
did not lose any officers in the
unit’s creation.

Kearns and other Council
members have asked if there is
not a better way to allocate the
unit’s manpower. All neighbor-
hoods in the city should receive
the same kind of police protec-
tion, Kearns said.

“I guess there would be
some block clubs who would
like their own police force,”
Kearns said.

Even among some police,
the unit has critics, like Capt.
BobMeegan, Police Benevolent
Association president. He con-
tends the unit will not be used
as a dedicated housing force;
that its officers instead will
have to take calls, drawing
them away from the complexes.

He called the unit’s creation
“smoke and mirrors” and said
that citizens are being lied to
about how the unitwill be used.

“They’re telling the poor citi-
zens that these guys are going
to be there,” Meegan said.

Derenda has said the unit
will be used to respond to emer-
gency calls. He has stressed that
the unit is under the authority
of the police and not the Hous-
ing Authority.

With any luck, Kenfield resi-
dent Williams says, things will
start to get better with the new
police.

“If they’re dedicated todoing
the job—theywillbe able to get
to know the various communi-
ties, to get know the bad actors,
to get know the good actors and
will be able to make a differ-
ence, yes,“Williams said.

e-mail: abrown@buffnews.com

Taste of Buffalo winners
People’s Choice—Chester’s Cajun

Grill, East Amherst, blackened shrimp
over Cajun rice.

Chairman’s Choice—Ms.Goodies,
Buffalo, JunkyardDog.

Children’s Choice—Nick Charlap’s
Ice Cream,Hamburg, chocolate vanilla
twist cone.

LouBillitierMemorial “Rookie of the
Year”Award—PapayaRestaurant, Buf-
falo.

BestDessert—Landies Candies, Buf-
falo, strawberry kabobs.

BestWine—GlenoraWineCellars,
Dundee, dryRiesling.

BestOverallFood—Torches, Ken-
more,Nickel CityMac&Cheese.

BestMeat Item—DinosaurBBQ,
Rochester, pork sliders.

Best Seafood Item—Chester’s Cajun
Grill, blackened shrimp over Cajun rice.

Best Vegetarian Item—Bing’s,Am-
herst, artichoke gratinee.

Best ComfortFood (selected by
County Legislator LynnMarinelli)—
Anderson’s FrozenCustard, Amherst,
PecanTurtle Crunch.

NewYorkAward (chosenbyCounty
ClerkKathyHochul)—Orazio’s, Clar-

ence, seafood fusilli.
Pat SardinaMemorial Award—E.M.

Chrusciki Bakery, Buffalo, caramel con-
fusion.

IndependentHealthHealthyChoice
Options—Firstplace:Giacobbi’s Pasta
andPizza,Hamburg, turkeymeatball in
marinara; secondplace:Orazio’s, beans
and greens soup; thirdplace: SaigonCa-
fe, Buffalo, summer roll.

OLEJNICZAK - Paula A.
(nee Kwapis)
July 10, 2010, dear mother of Jeffrey P.
(Dawn) Olejniczak of Tucson, AZ; sis-
ter of Elizabeth, Christine and the late
Richard; dear aunt of Karen. Funeral
service from the BARRON-MILLER
FUNERAL HOME, INC., 3025 William
St. near Union Rd., Cheektowaga,
Wednesday at 9:30. Family present
Tuesday 4-8. If desired, memorials may
be made to The Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion of WNY.

WING - Eugene R.
Age 73, of Eden, NY,
died July 9, 2010,
devoted husband of
Beulah J. (Munson);
beloved father of Ste-
ven E. (Brian Gens)
Wing and Michael P.

(Deborah) Wing; grandfather of Zach-
ary M., Pearson J. and Spencer T.
Wing; brother of Richard D. (Shirley)
Wing and Marilyn Ferry; 34 nieces
and nephews also survive. Family and
friends are invited to call on Tuesday,
July 13 from 7-9 PM and Wednesday,
July 14 from 2-4 PM and 7-9 PM at the
LAING FUNERAL HOME, INC., 2724
W. Church St., Eden, NY. Funeral
Services will be held on Thursday, July
15 at 11 AM in the St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church. Memorials may be made to the
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Memorial
Fund, 3487 N. Boston Rd., Eden, NY.
Full Obit on www.laingfuneralhome.
com

O’ROURKE - Louise E.
(nee Speicher)
Of Lackawanna, NY, July 9, 2010,
beloved wife of the late Gerald J.
O’Rourke, Sr.; dearest mother of Ger-
ald, Jr. (Carolyn and the late Rose-
mary), William C. (Mary Ann), Eugene
A. (Judith), Philip (Paula), and Linda
(James Lyons) O’Rourke; also survived
by 12 grandchildren and 17 great-
grandchildren; sister of Dr. Carl (Mary
Lou) Speicher. Friends received 2-4 &
7-9 PM Monday only at the CURTIN
FUNERAL HOME, INC., 1340 Union
Road, West Seneca. A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial will be celebrated in Our
Lady of Victory Basilica on Tuesday at
10:30 AM. Please assemble at church.
Arrangements by William O’Rourke
Funeral Director.

MUCCI - Laura S.
(nee Suffoletta)
July 11, 2010, of West Seneca, NY,
wife of the late Richard; beloved mother
of Sabina (Autry) Leonard and the late
Richard Mucci, Jr.; sister of Dorothy
(Carmen) Pericozzi, John (Carol) Suf-
foletta, Viola (late Whitey) Syta and the
late Arthur (late Edith) Suffoletta; grand-
mother of Daniel, William, Donna, Sam-
uel and the late Laura; also survived
by 10 great-grandchildren and many
nieces and nephews. Funeral Services
Tuesday at 10 AM from the SIECK &
MAST FUNERAL HOME, 250 Orchard
Park Rd., West Seneca, 825-5205. Rel-
atives and friends are invited to attend.
Family will be present Monday 6-9 PM.
Interment in Hillcrest Cemetery.

SITCOV - Abraham
July 11, 2010, husband
of Shirley Sitcov; father
of Heidi (Barry
Beiseigel) Sitcov of
Springfield, VA,
Michael (Rose
DiNapoli) Sitcov of

Arlington, VA, Steven (Kristin) Sitcov of
Seattle, WA and Cynthia (Andrew
Semmel) Sitcov of Arlington, VA;
brother of Hannah Morrison, Arthur
(Inez) Sitcov and the late Sarah
Nissenson; also survived by many
loving grandchildren. Funeral Services
will be held Tuesday 11 AM at
MESNEKOFF FUNERAL HOME, 8630
Transit Rd., E. Amherst, 639-8890.
Memorials may be made to Hospice
Buffalo, Inc., 225 Como Park Blvd.,
Cheektowaga, NY 14227. Shiva will be
observed Tuesday and Wednesday
5-8 PM at 755 Renaissance Dr., C-301,
Williamsville.

MEAD - Mary F. (nee Hatzai)
Of Hamburg, July 9, 2010, wife of the
late Robert W. Mead, Sr.; mother of
Darlene (Gerard) Majchrowicz, Robert
Jr., Mark (Lynn) and Brian (Michelle)
Mead; sister of Margaret Doucet; grand-
mother of Ashley Mead, Connor Maj-
chrowicz and the late Sheri-Lynn Mead.
Friends may call at the DONALD M.
DEMMERLEY FUNERAL HOME, INC.,
21 Pierce Ave., Hamburg, Tuesday 4-8
PM. A Memorial Service will be held at
The Orchard Park Kingdom Hall, 6897
Milestrip Rd., 14127, Wednesday at
6:30 PM. Friends invited. Flowers
gratefully declined. Memorials to Ridge
View Manor or Orchard Park Kingdom
Hall. Online guest register at
www.demmerleyfuneralhome.com

Deaths
SEGER - Edward L.
July 10, 2010, of Depew, NY, beloved
husband of Geraldine (nee Towner);
dearest father of Edward W. (Karen),
Deborah (late Donald) Burns-Seger,
Patricia (Gary) Grudzinski, Mark (Cece-
lia) and Michael (Sharon) Seger; loving
grandfather of Jennifer, Edward, Sean,
Tiffany, Eric, Sadie, Emily and Sarah;
great-grandfather of Kaylin and Han-
nah; brother of Joan (Joe) Pace and
the late Elizabeth (late Richard) Horn;
survived by nieces and nephews. The
family will be present to receive friends
on Monday from 7-9 PM and Tuesday
2-4 and 7-9 PM at the DANIEL R.
SMOLAREK FUNERAL HOME, 2510
Union Rd., Cheektowaga (two blocks
south of William St.) where a Prayer
Service will be held on Wednesday at
10 AM. Interment in St. Adalbert’s Cem-
etery, Lancaster. In lieu of flowers, do-
nations may be made to Boy Scouts of
America or Muscular Dystrophy Assn.

Help by giving students a way to improve their
reading, writing and critical thinking skills.
Become a Newspaper In Education sponsor.

To find out how call

(716)849-3477.

Is your company looking for a
way to inspire and educate

tomorrow’s leaders?
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PoliceOfficersDonnaBenitez andBartAdamsget ready for
their shift at theHousingAuthorityheadquarters.

Robert Kirkham/Buffalo News

MariaLenhardt andJoeCoppola
shareartichokes.
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Sorbet was a cool, healthy treat on hot day
TASTE • fromB1

dish.
“It’s fantastic,” said Mark Williams, 31,

of Orchard Park. “It’s spicy goodness on a
stick.”Williams had no idea that he was or-
dering the healthy option and, although it
tasted healthy, it didn’t taste bad.

SixTaste of Buffalo tickets purchased an
eight-ounce serving of beans and greens
soup, a stew made with butter beans, can-
nellini beans, escarole and ditalini pasta,
from the stand for Orazio’s Restaurant of
Clarence. Earlier, the dish had been recog-
nized as second place among all healthy op-
tions from Taste vendors by Independent
Health.

“It’s unbelievable. We probably went
through 2,500 portions,” saidOrazio Ippoli-
to Jr., 42, chef and owner ofOrazio’s. Ippoli-
to said hewas approached by onemanwho
had been eating vegetarian for 34 years.
“He said itwas the best vegetarian dish he’s
ever had.”

Michael Campbell and Amanda Aikin,
both of Buffalo, had stepped behind theOr-
azio’s stand to enjoy their beans and greens
soup.

“It’s delicious,” Campbell said. “It has a
nice creamy taste, good texture. It reminds
me of pasta fagioli.” Aikin agreed, stating
that she prefered the dish over many of the
greasier items available.

Joe DeCecco, 33, a waiter with Amici
Ristorante in Kenmore, was at the Amici
stand passing out puttanesca sauce over
spaghetti squash. According to DeCecco,
the squash is cooked and strung outwith a
fork to create something akin to angel hair
pasta.

“Instead of pasta and all those carbs,
you’re getting vegetables with sauce,” he
said.

DeCecco said that sales of the spaghetti
squash with puttanesca were on par with
orders for Amici’s other offerings, including
stuffed hot peppers and eggplant.

The healthy option requirement didn’t
cause Sweet Melody’s of Clarence, an Ital-
ian-style gelateria, to make any large
changes.

“We’re lucky, we bring [sorbet] any-
ways,” said Chuck Incorvia, owner of Sweet

Melody’s. “It just happens to be a pretty
healthy thing.”

Incorvia said that hotter temperatures,
like those many Taste visitors experienced
Sunday, send sorbet sales through the roof.
The sorbet made by Sweet Melody’s is
made exclusively from fresh fruit blended
in a batch freezer, making it fat-free.

“It’s much more refreshing and colder
than gelato or regular ice cream,” Incorvia
said.

Relaxing on the inner part of Niagara
Square to enjoy their sorbets were Shelly
Phillips, 49, of East Aurora; Diane Pozorski,
50, of Orchard Park; and her fiance, Jack
Jensen, 55, of Orchard Park. Pozorski and

Phillips had both ordered the lemon, while
Jensen was enjoying the raspberry sorbet.

“I’ve been noticing the healthy items,”
said Pozorski. “It seems that every stand
has a healthy choice item.”

Phillips thought that the healthy choice
programwas a great idea. “It gives you a lot
of options,” she said.

Jensen noted that he could tell that the
sorbet tasted healthier, but he certainly
wasn’t put off by this. “I don’t think we’ve
tried enough,” he said.

e-mail: sbrachmann@buffnews.com

Rachel A. Robbins, caretaker
for 21 foster children
Oct. 11, 1926—July 8, 2010

Rachel AikenRobbins, care-
taker for 21 foster children and
a former director of theCradle
of BlackPearlsDayCareCenter,
diedThursday after a long ill-
ness. Shewas 83.

BornRachel Foster inBuffa-
lo, shewas raised fromage 7 at
the St.Vincent Franciscan con-
vent nearMain andRiley
streets after hermother relin-
quished custody.

In 1944,Mrs.Robbins grad-
uated fromLackawannaHigh
School. She returned to school
in the 1970s and earnedher as-
sociate’s degree in early child-
hood education fromBuffalo
State College in 1978.

In 1949, she andher hus-
band, Charles, took in their first
foster child,whohadbeen
abandonedbyhisparents and
was living on the streets in their
neighborhood. Although their
first foster childwas taken in in-
formally, theRobbinsesworked
through theErie CountyDe-
partment of Social Services for
subsequent foster children, in-
cludingmany children inpro-
tective custody. In 1979, the
Robbinseswere presented the
Family LifeAwardby theBuffa-

loUrbanLeague for their foster
carework.

In the late 1950s,Mrs. Rob-
binsworkedwith both the
MichiganAvenueYMCA and
theBuffalo JewishCommunity
Center, becoming the first Afri-
can-Americanwoman to serve
at the center. Shewas a secre-
tary anddirector’s assistant
with both organizations.

In 1975,Mrs.Robbinswas
selected by theBlackBusiness
Men’s Association tobe thedi-
rector of theCradle of Black
Pearls onMichiganAvenue.
The day care centerwas dedi-
cated to taking care of the chil-
dren of youngurbanmothers
so that they could receive an ed-
ucation.Mrs.Robbins directed
the center for five years.

In retirement,Mrs.Robbins
served as aEucharisticminister
for her homeparish,Our Lady
of LourdesCatholic Church,
and served in the same role at
many other local parishes.

Survivors include two
daughters, Donna andLynne,
and two sons, Kenneth and
Charles.

AMass of ChristianBurial
willbe offered at 10 a.m. today
in St. JosephUniversity Catho-
lic Church, 3269Main St.

Newunit has critics within Police Department
HOUSING • fromB1

makes sure he is in his apart-
ment for the night by 8. He
won’t even make a trip to the
grocery store three blocks away.

He considers himself lucky,
though.His apartment is on the
second floor. That means he
doesn’t have to dive to the floor
with each gunshot.

“I live on the second floor, so
I don’t have to worry about it,
but I get calls all the time, ‘Com-
missioner, do you hear all that
shooting?’ ” said Williams, a
tenant-elected Housing Author-
ity commissioner whose term
ended June 30.

At Jasper Parrish, Dana Gar-
land remembers her sister’s
birthday in 2008 well. She was
almost shot that night.

Itwas a cold February night,
and Garland parked farther
down from her house on Jasper
Parrish Drive than she would
have liked. She saw a group of
kids on the street between her
and her house.

When she left her car, she
heard the gunshot.

“I heard the shot, and I saw
smoke from the gun. I don’t
knowwho did it,” Garland said.

She raced for a friend’s
house nearby and called the po-
lice.

Things have gotten somuch
worse since the old public safe-
ty force left, Garland said.

“And last year, therewas like
a shooting every day,” Garland
said. “We still had problems,
but we felt better having our
own police force.”

In March 2005, the Housing
Authority voted to cut its 26-
member public safety force.
City officials still say that a lack
of federal funds led to the loss
of the force.

But seven months after the
cut, the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment issued a report that found

rampant fiscal mismanage-
ment inside Buffalo’s Housing
Authority, including $900 cell-
phone bills and winter trips to
warm-weather conventions.

When the Buffalo Police De-
partment learned of the cut, it
studied the calls from the 27
Housing Authority complexes.
A “comprehensive analysis”
concluded that Buffalo police
did not need a dedicated hous-
ing force.

The department declined to
provide a copy of the 2005 re-
port, and current officials said
they are “not aware” of the re-
port’s existence.

Despite the lack of federal
funds in 2005 and that depart-
mental analysis, the Buffalo po-
lice now have a new Housing
Unit staffed by 18 police offi-
cers, two lieutenants and one
captain. They work 3:30 p.m. to
1:30 a.m., putting out two or
three two-officer cars each day.

The Housing Unit’s goal is
not to respond to 911 calls; it
deals with larger crime and
works with other police task
forces, including the Narcotics

Squad. Unit officers respond to
calls if they are in the area, but
district police still respond to
every call anyway, Capt. GuyZa-
gara said.

Police declined to comment
on specific policing strategies.
Since June 9, the Housing Unit
has made roughly 115 arrests.

The unit receives new tar-
gets each day, based on recent
reports. The officers are not at
all 27 public-housing complexes
daily, instead concentrating on
the housing unitswith thehigh-
est levels of crime, said Police
Commissioner Daniel Derenda,
whose appointment awaits
Common Council confirmation.

The Housing Unit will work
with public-housing residents
and tenant councils to learn the
area, the complaints and who
causes the problems. Police lost
the knowledge and experience
of the old public safety force,
who knew the residents and the
complexes’ layouts well, Deren-
da said.

The complexes with the
most crime are Commodore
Perry, Shaffer, Jasper Parrish

andKenfield-Langfield.
Some Council members, led

most vocally by South District
Council Member Michael A.
Kearns, have asked if the Hous-
ing Unit will take officers away
from the city’s five police dis-
tricts. Derenda said the districts
did not lose any officers in the
unit’s creation.

Kearns and other Council
members have asked if there is
not a better way to allocate the
unit’s manpower. All neighbor-
hoods in the city should receive
the same kind of police protec-
tion, Kearns said.

“I guess there would be
some block clubs who would
like their own police force,”
Kearns said.

Even among some police,
the unit has critics, like Capt.
BobMeegan, Police Benevolent
Association president. He con-
tends the unit will not be used
as a dedicated housing force;
that its officers instead will
have to take calls, drawing
them away from the complexes.

He called the unit’s creation
“smoke and mirrors” and said
that citizens are being lied to
about how the unitwill be used.

“They’re telling the poor citi-
zens that these guys are going
to be there,” Meegan said.

Derenda has said the unit
will be used to respond to emer-
gency calls. He has stressed that
the unit is under the authority
of the police and not the Hous-
ing Authority.

With any luck, Kenfield resi-
dent Williams says, things will
start to get better with the new
police.

“If they’re dedicated todoing
the job—theywillbe able to get
to know the various communi-
ties, to get know the bad actors,
to get know the good actors and
will be able to make a differ-
ence, yes,“Williams said.

e-mail: abrown@buffnews.com

Taste of Buffalo winners
People’s Choice—Chester’s Cajun

Grill, East Amherst, blackened shrimp
over Cajun rice.

Chairman’s Choice—Ms.Goodies,
Buffalo, JunkyardDog.

Children’s Choice—Nick Charlap’s
Ice Cream,Hamburg, chocolate vanilla
twist cone.

LouBillitierMemorial “Rookie of the
Year”Award—PapayaRestaurant, Buf-
falo.

BestDessert—Landies Candies, Buf-
falo, strawberry kabobs.

BestWine—GlenoraWineCellars,
Dundee, dryRiesling.

BestOverallFood—Torches, Ken-
more,Nickel CityMac&Cheese.

BestMeat Item—DinosaurBBQ,
Rochester, pork sliders.

Best Seafood Item—Chester’s Cajun
Grill, blackened shrimp over Cajun rice.

Best Vegetarian Item—Bing’s,Am-
herst, artichoke gratinee.

Best ComfortFood (selected by
County Legislator LynnMarinelli)—
Anderson’s FrozenCustard, Amherst,
PecanTurtle Crunch.

NewYorkAward (chosenbyCounty
ClerkKathyHochul)—Orazio’s, Clar-

ence, seafood fusilli.
Pat SardinaMemorial Award—E.M.

Chrusciki Bakery, Buffalo, caramel con-
fusion.

IndependentHealthHealthyChoice
Options—Firstplace:Giacobbi’s Pasta
andPizza,Hamburg, turkeymeatball in
marinara; secondplace:Orazio’s, beans
and greens soup; thirdplace: SaigonCa-
fe, Buffalo, summer roll.

OLEJNICZAK - Paula A.
(nee Kwapis)
July 10, 2010, dear mother of Jeffrey P.
(Dawn) Olejniczak of Tucson, AZ; sis-
ter of Elizabeth, Christine and the late
Richard; dear aunt of Karen. Funeral
service from the BARRON-MILLER
FUNERAL HOME, INC., 3025 William
St. near Union Rd., Cheektowaga,
Wednesday at 9:30. Family present
Tuesday 4-8. If desired, memorials may
be made to The Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion of WNY.

WING - Eugene R.
Age 73, of Eden, NY,
died July 9, 2010,
devoted husband of
Beulah J. (Munson);
beloved father of Ste-
ven E. (Brian Gens)
Wing and Michael P.

(Deborah) Wing; grandfather of Zach-
ary M., Pearson J. and Spencer T.
Wing; brother of Richard D. (Shirley)
Wing and Marilyn Ferry; 34 nieces
and nephews also survive. Family and
friends are invited to call on Tuesday,
July 13 from 7-9 PM and Wednesday,
July 14 from 2-4 PM and 7-9 PM at the
LAING FUNERAL HOME, INC., 2724
W. Church St., Eden, NY. Funeral
Services will be held on Thursday, July
15 at 11 AM in the St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church. Memorials may be made to the
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Memorial
Fund, 3487 N. Boston Rd., Eden, NY.
Full Obit on www.laingfuneralhome.
com

O’ROURKE - Louise E.
(nee Speicher)
Of Lackawanna, NY, July 9, 2010,
beloved wife of the late Gerald J.
O’Rourke, Sr.; dearest mother of Ger-
ald, Jr. (Carolyn and the late Rose-
mary), William C. (Mary Ann), Eugene
A. (Judith), Philip (Paula), and Linda
(James Lyons) O’Rourke; also survived
by 12 grandchildren and 17 great-
grandchildren; sister of Dr. Carl (Mary
Lou) Speicher. Friends received 2-4 &
7-9 PM Monday only at the CURTIN
FUNERAL HOME, INC., 1340 Union
Road, West Seneca. A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial will be celebrated in Our
Lady of Victory Basilica on Tuesday at
10:30 AM. Please assemble at church.
Arrangements by William O’Rourke
Funeral Director.

MUCCI - Laura S.
(nee Suffoletta)
July 11, 2010, of West Seneca, NY,
wife of the late Richard; beloved mother
of Sabina (Autry) Leonard and the late
Richard Mucci, Jr.; sister of Dorothy
(Carmen) Pericozzi, John (Carol) Suf-
foletta, Viola (late Whitey) Syta and the
late Arthur (late Edith) Suffoletta; grand-
mother of Daniel, William, Donna, Sam-
uel and the late Laura; also survived
by 10 great-grandchildren and many
nieces and nephews. Funeral Services
Tuesday at 10 AM from the SIECK &
MAST FUNERAL HOME, 250 Orchard
Park Rd., West Seneca, 825-5205. Rel-
atives and friends are invited to attend.
Family will be present Monday 6-9 PM.
Interment in Hillcrest Cemetery.

SITCOV - Abraham
July 11, 2010, husband
of Shirley Sitcov; father
of Heidi (Barry
Beiseigel) Sitcov of
Springfield, VA,
Michael (Rose
DiNapoli) Sitcov of

Arlington, VA, Steven (Kristin) Sitcov of
Seattle, WA and Cynthia (Andrew
Semmel) Sitcov of Arlington, VA;
brother of Hannah Morrison, Arthur
(Inez) Sitcov and the late Sarah
Nissenson; also survived by many
loving grandchildren. Funeral Services
will be held Tuesday 11 AM at
MESNEKOFF FUNERAL HOME, 8630
Transit Rd., E. Amherst, 639-8890.
Memorials may be made to Hospice
Buffalo, Inc., 225 Como Park Blvd.,
Cheektowaga, NY 14227. Shiva will be
observed Tuesday and Wednesday
5-8 PM at 755 Renaissance Dr., C-301,
Williamsville.

MEAD - Mary F. (nee Hatzai)
Of Hamburg, July 9, 2010, wife of the
late Robert W. Mead, Sr.; mother of
Darlene (Gerard) Majchrowicz, Robert
Jr., Mark (Lynn) and Brian (Michelle)
Mead; sister of Margaret Doucet; grand-
mother of Ashley Mead, Connor Maj-
chrowicz and the late Sheri-Lynn Mead.
Friends may call at the DONALD M.
DEMMERLEY FUNERAL HOME, INC.,
21 Pierce Ave., Hamburg, Tuesday 4-8
PM. A Memorial Service will be held at
The Orchard Park Kingdom Hall, 6897
Milestrip Rd., 14127, Wednesday at
6:30 PM. Friends invited. Flowers
gratefully declined. Memorials to Ridge
View Manor or Orchard Park Kingdom
Hall. Online guest register at
www.demmerleyfuneralhome.com

Deaths
SEGER - Edward L.
July 10, 2010, of Depew, NY, beloved
husband of Geraldine (nee Towner);
dearest father of Edward W. (Karen),
Deborah (late Donald) Burns-Seger,
Patricia (Gary) Grudzinski, Mark (Cece-
lia) and Michael (Sharon) Seger; loving
grandfather of Jennifer, Edward, Sean,
Tiffany, Eric, Sadie, Emily and Sarah;
great-grandfather of Kaylin and Han-
nah; brother of Joan (Joe) Pace and
the late Elizabeth (late Richard) Horn;
survived by nieces and nephews. The
family will be present to receive friends
on Monday from 7-9 PM and Tuesday
2-4 and 7-9 PM at the DANIEL R.
SMOLAREK FUNERAL HOME, 2510
Union Rd., Cheektowaga (two blocks
south of William St.) where a Prayer
Service will be held on Wednesday at
10 AM. Interment in St. Adalbert’s Cem-
etery, Lancaster. In lieu of flowers, do-
nations may be made to Boy Scouts of
America or Muscular Dystrophy Assn.
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Sorbet was a cool, healthy treat on hot day
TASTE • fromB1

dish.
“It’s fantastic,” said Mark Williams, 31,

of Orchard Park. “It’s spicy goodness on a
stick.”Williams had no idea that he was or-
dering the healthy option and, although it
tasted healthy, it didn’t taste bad.

SixTaste of Buffalo tickets purchased an
eight-ounce serving of beans and greens
soup, a stew made with butter beans, can-
nellini beans, escarole and ditalini pasta,
from the stand for Orazio’s Restaurant of
Clarence. Earlier, the dish had been recog-
nized as second place among all healthy op-
tions from Taste vendors by Independent
Health.

“It’s unbelievable. We probably went
through 2,500 portions,” saidOrazio Ippoli-
to Jr., 42, chef and owner ofOrazio’s. Ippoli-
to said hewas approached by onemanwho
had been eating vegetarian for 34 years.
“He said itwas the best vegetarian dish he’s
ever had.”

Michael Campbell and Amanda Aikin,
both of Buffalo, had stepped behind theOr-
azio’s stand to enjoy their beans and greens
soup.

“It’s delicious,” Campbell said. “It has a
nice creamy taste, good texture. It reminds
me of pasta fagioli.” Aikin agreed, stating
that she prefered the dish over many of the
greasier items available.

Joe DeCecco, 33, a waiter with Amici
Ristorante in Kenmore, was at the Amici
stand passing out puttanesca sauce over
spaghetti squash. According to DeCecco,
the squash is cooked and strung outwith a
fork to create something akin to angel hair
pasta.

“Instead of pasta and all those carbs,
you’re getting vegetables with sauce,” he
said.

DeCecco said that sales of the spaghetti
squash with puttanesca were on par with
orders for Amici’s other offerings, including
stuffed hot peppers and eggplant.

The healthy option requirement didn’t
cause Sweet Melody’s of Clarence, an Ital-
ian-style gelateria, to make any large
changes.

“We’re lucky, we bring [sorbet] any-
ways,” said Chuck Incorvia, owner of Sweet

Melody’s. “It just happens to be a pretty
healthy thing.”

Incorvia said that hotter temperatures,
like those many Taste visitors experienced
Sunday, send sorbet sales through the roof.
The sorbet made by Sweet Melody’s is
made exclusively from fresh fruit blended
in a batch freezer, making it fat-free.

“It’s much more refreshing and colder
than gelato or regular ice cream,” Incorvia
said.

Relaxing on the inner part of Niagara
Square to enjoy their sorbets were Shelly
Phillips, 49, of East Aurora; Diane Pozorski,
50, of Orchard Park; and her fiance, Jack
Jensen, 55, of Orchard Park. Pozorski and

Phillips had both ordered the lemon, while
Jensen was enjoying the raspberry sorbet.

“I’ve been noticing the healthy items,”
said Pozorski. “It seems that every stand
has a healthy choice item.”

Phillips thought that the healthy choice
programwas a great idea. “It gives you a lot
of options,” she said.

Jensen noted that he could tell that the
sorbet tasted healthier, but he certainly
wasn’t put off by this. “I don’t think we’ve
tried enough,” he said.

e-mail: sbrachmann@buffnews.com

Rachel A. Robbins, caretaker
for 21 foster children
Oct. 11, 1926—July 8, 2010

Rachel AikenRobbins, care-
taker for 21 foster children and
a former director of theCradle
of BlackPearlsDayCareCenter,
diedThursday after a long ill-
ness. Shewas 83.

BornRachel Foster inBuffa-
lo, shewas raised fromage 7 at
the St.Vincent Franciscan con-
vent nearMain andRiley
streets after hermother relin-
quished custody.

In 1944,Mrs.Robbins grad-
uated fromLackawannaHigh
School. She returned to school
in the 1970s and earnedher as-
sociate’s degree in early child-
hood education fromBuffalo
State College in 1978.

In 1949, she andher hus-
band, Charles, took in their first
foster child,whohadbeen
abandonedbyhisparents and
was living on the streets in their
neighborhood. Although their
first foster childwas taken in in-
formally, theRobbinsesworked
through theErie CountyDe-
partment of Social Services for
subsequent foster children, in-
cludingmany children inpro-
tective custody. In 1979, the
Robbinseswere presented the
Family LifeAwardby theBuffa-

loUrbanLeague for their foster
carework.

In the late 1950s,Mrs. Rob-
binsworkedwith both the
MichiganAvenueYMCA and
theBuffalo JewishCommunity
Center, becoming the first Afri-
can-Americanwoman to serve
at the center. Shewas a secre-
tary anddirector’s assistant
with both organizations.

In 1975,Mrs.Robbinswas
selected by theBlackBusiness
Men’s Association tobe thedi-
rector of theCradle of Black
Pearls onMichiganAvenue.
The day care centerwas dedi-
cated to taking care of the chil-
dren of youngurbanmothers
so that they could receive an ed-
ucation.Mrs.Robbins directed
the center for five years.

In retirement,Mrs.Robbins
served as aEucharisticminister
for her homeparish,Our Lady
of LourdesCatholic Church,
and served in the same role at
many other local parishes.

Survivors include two
daughters, Donna andLynne,
and two sons, Kenneth and
Charles.

AMass of ChristianBurial
willbe offered at 10 a.m. today
in St. JosephUniversity Catho-
lic Church, 3269Main St.

Newunit has critics within Police Department
HOUSING • fromB1

makes sure he is in his apart-
ment for the night by 8. He
won’t even make a trip to the
grocery store three blocks away.

He considers himself lucky,
though.His apartment is on the
second floor. That means he
doesn’t have to dive to the floor
with each gunshot.

“I live on the second floor, so
I don’t have to worry about it,
but I get calls all the time, ‘Com-
missioner, do you hear all that
shooting?’ ” said Williams, a
tenant-elected Housing Author-
ity commissioner whose term
ended June 30.

At Jasper Parrish, Dana Gar-
land remembers her sister’s
birthday in 2008 well. She was
almost shot that night.

Itwas a cold February night,
and Garland parked farther
down from her house on Jasper
Parrish Drive than she would
have liked. She saw a group of
kids on the street between her
and her house.

When she left her car, she
heard the gunshot.

“I heard the shot, and I saw
smoke from the gun. I don’t
knowwho did it,” Garland said.

She raced for a friend’s
house nearby and called the po-
lice.

Things have gotten somuch
worse since the old public safe-
ty force left, Garland said.

“And last year, therewas like
a shooting every day,” Garland
said. “We still had problems,
but we felt better having our
own police force.”

In March 2005, the Housing
Authority voted to cut its 26-
member public safety force.
City officials still say that a lack
of federal funds led to the loss
of the force.

But seven months after the
cut, the U.S. Department of
Housing and Urban Develop-
ment issued a report that found

rampant fiscal mismanage-
ment inside Buffalo’s Housing
Authority, including $900 cell-
phone bills and winter trips to
warm-weather conventions.

When the Buffalo Police De-
partment learned of the cut, it
studied the calls from the 27
Housing Authority complexes.
A “comprehensive analysis”
concluded that Buffalo police
did not need a dedicated hous-
ing force.

The department declined to
provide a copy of the 2005 re-
port, and current officials said
they are “not aware” of the re-
port’s existence.

Despite the lack of federal
funds in 2005 and that depart-
mental analysis, the Buffalo po-
lice now have a new Housing
Unit staffed by 18 police offi-
cers, two lieutenants and one
captain. They work 3:30 p.m. to
1:30 a.m., putting out two or
three two-officer cars each day.

The Housing Unit’s goal is
not to respond to 911 calls; it
deals with larger crime and
works with other police task
forces, including the Narcotics

Squad. Unit officers respond to
calls if they are in the area, but
district police still respond to
every call anyway, Capt. GuyZa-
gara said.

Police declined to comment
on specific policing strategies.
Since June 9, the Housing Unit
has made roughly 115 arrests.

The unit receives new tar-
gets each day, based on recent
reports. The officers are not at
all 27 public-housing complexes
daily, instead concentrating on
the housing unitswith thehigh-
est levels of crime, said Police
Commissioner Daniel Derenda,
whose appointment awaits
Common Council confirmation.

The Housing Unit will work
with public-housing residents
and tenant councils to learn the
area, the complaints and who
causes the problems. Police lost
the knowledge and experience
of the old public safety force,
who knew the residents and the
complexes’ layouts well, Deren-
da said.

The complexes with the
most crime are Commodore
Perry, Shaffer, Jasper Parrish

andKenfield-Langfield.
Some Council members, led

most vocally by South District
Council Member Michael A.
Kearns, have asked if the Hous-
ing Unit will take officers away
from the city’s five police dis-
tricts. Derenda said the districts
did not lose any officers in the
unit’s creation.

Kearns and other Council
members have asked if there is
not a better way to allocate the
unit’s manpower. All neighbor-
hoods in the city should receive
the same kind of police protec-
tion, Kearns said.

“I guess there would be
some block clubs who would
like their own police force,”
Kearns said.

Even among some police,
the unit has critics, like Capt.
BobMeegan, Police Benevolent
Association president. He con-
tends the unit will not be used
as a dedicated housing force;
that its officers instead will
have to take calls, drawing
them away from the complexes.

He called the unit’s creation
“smoke and mirrors” and said
that citizens are being lied to
about how the unitwill be used.

“They’re telling the poor citi-
zens that these guys are going
to be there,” Meegan said.

Derenda has said the unit
will be used to respond to emer-
gency calls. He has stressed that
the unit is under the authority
of the police and not the Hous-
ing Authority.

With any luck, Kenfield resi-
dent Williams says, things will
start to get better with the new
police.

“If they’re dedicated todoing
the job—theywillbe able to get
to know the various communi-
ties, to get know the bad actors,
to get know the good actors and
will be able to make a differ-
ence, yes,“Williams said.

e-mail: abrown@buffnews.com

Taste of Buffalo winners
People’s Choice—Chester’s Cajun

Grill, East Amherst, blackened shrimp
over Cajun rice.

Chairman’s Choice—Ms.Goodies,
Buffalo, JunkyardDog.

Children’s Choice—Nick Charlap’s
Ice Cream,Hamburg, chocolate vanilla
twist cone.

LouBillitierMemorial “Rookie of the
Year”Award—PapayaRestaurant, Buf-
falo.

BestDessert—Landies Candies, Buf-
falo, strawberry kabobs.

BestWine—GlenoraWineCellars,
Dundee, dryRiesling.

BestOverallFood—Torches, Ken-
more,Nickel CityMac&Cheese.

BestMeat Item—DinosaurBBQ,
Rochester, pork sliders.

Best Seafood Item—Chester’s Cajun
Grill, blackened shrimp over Cajun rice.

Best Vegetarian Item—Bing’s,Am-
herst, artichoke gratinee.

Best ComfortFood (selected by
County Legislator LynnMarinelli)—
Anderson’s FrozenCustard, Amherst,
PecanTurtle Crunch.

NewYorkAward (chosenbyCounty
ClerkKathyHochul)—Orazio’s, Clar-

ence, seafood fusilli.
Pat SardinaMemorial Award—E.M.

Chrusciki Bakery, Buffalo, caramel con-
fusion.

IndependentHealthHealthyChoice
Options—Firstplace:Giacobbi’s Pasta
andPizza,Hamburg, turkeymeatball in
marinara; secondplace:Orazio’s, beans
and greens soup; thirdplace: SaigonCa-
fe, Buffalo, summer roll.

OLEJNICZAK - Paula A.
(nee Kwapis)
July 10, 2010, dear mother of Jeffrey P.
(Dawn) Olejniczak of Tucson, AZ; sis-
ter of Elizabeth, Christine and the late
Richard; dear aunt of Karen. Funeral
service from the BARRON-MILLER
FUNERAL HOME, INC., 3025 William
St. near Union Rd., Cheektowaga,
Wednesday at 9:30. Family present
Tuesday 4-8. If desired, memorials may
be made to The Alzheimer’s Associa-
tion of WNY.

WING - Eugene R.
Age 73, of Eden, NY,
died July 9, 2010,
devoted husband of
Beulah J. (Munson);
beloved father of Ste-
ven E. (Brian Gens)
Wing and Michael P.

(Deborah) Wing; grandfather of Zach-
ary M., Pearson J. and Spencer T.
Wing; brother of Richard D. (Shirley)
Wing and Marilyn Ferry; 34 nieces
and nephews also survive. Family and
friends are invited to call on Tuesday,
July 13 from 7-9 PM and Wednesday,
July 14 from 2-4 PM and 7-9 PM at the
LAING FUNERAL HOME, INC., 2724
W. Church St., Eden, NY. Funeral
Services will be held on Thursday, July
15 at 11 AM in the St. Paul’s Lutheran
Church. Memorials may be made to the
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church Memorial
Fund, 3487 N. Boston Rd., Eden, NY.
Full Obit on www.laingfuneralhome.
com

O’ROURKE - Louise E.
(nee Speicher)
Of Lackawanna, NY, July 9, 2010,
beloved wife of the late Gerald J.
O’Rourke, Sr.; dearest mother of Ger-
ald, Jr. (Carolyn and the late Rose-
mary), William C. (Mary Ann), Eugene
A. (Judith), Philip (Paula), and Linda
(James Lyons) O’Rourke; also survived
by 12 grandchildren and 17 great-
grandchildren; sister of Dr. Carl (Mary
Lou) Speicher. Friends received 2-4 &
7-9 PM Monday only at the CURTIN
FUNERAL HOME, INC., 1340 Union
Road, West Seneca. A Mass of Chris-
tian Burial will be celebrated in Our
Lady of Victory Basilica on Tuesday at
10:30 AM. Please assemble at church.
Arrangements by William O’Rourke
Funeral Director.

MUCCI - Laura S.
(nee Suffoletta)
July 11, 2010, of West Seneca, NY,
wife of the late Richard; beloved mother
of Sabina (Autry) Leonard and the late
Richard Mucci, Jr.; sister of Dorothy
(Carmen) Pericozzi, John (Carol) Suf-
foletta, Viola (late Whitey) Syta and the
late Arthur (late Edith) Suffoletta; grand-
mother of Daniel, William, Donna, Sam-
uel and the late Laura; also survived
by 10 great-grandchildren and many
nieces and nephews. Funeral Services
Tuesday at 10 AM from the SIECK &
MAST FUNERAL HOME, 250 Orchard
Park Rd., West Seneca, 825-5205. Rel-
atives and friends are invited to attend.
Family will be present Monday 6-9 PM.
Interment in Hillcrest Cemetery.

SITCOV - Abraham
July 11, 2010, husband
of Shirley Sitcov; father
of Heidi (Barry
Beiseigel) Sitcov of
Springfield, VA,
Michael (Rose
DiNapoli) Sitcov of

Arlington, VA, Steven (Kristin) Sitcov of
Seattle, WA and Cynthia (Andrew
Semmel) Sitcov of Arlington, VA;
brother of Hannah Morrison, Arthur
(Inez) Sitcov and the late Sarah
Nissenson; also survived by many
loving grandchildren. Funeral Services
will be held Tuesday 11 AM at
MESNEKOFF FUNERAL HOME, 8630
Transit Rd., E. Amherst, 639-8890.
Memorials may be made to Hospice
Buffalo, Inc., 225 Como Park Blvd.,
Cheektowaga, NY 14227. Shiva will be
observed Tuesday and Wednesday
5-8 PM at 755 Renaissance Dr., C-301,
Williamsville.

MEAD - Mary F. (nee Hatzai)
Of Hamburg, July 9, 2010, wife of the
late Robert W. Mead, Sr.; mother of
Darlene (Gerard) Majchrowicz, Robert
Jr., Mark (Lynn) and Brian (Michelle)
Mead; sister of Margaret Doucet; grand-
mother of Ashley Mead, Connor Maj-
chrowicz and the late Sheri-Lynn Mead.
Friends may call at the DONALD M.
DEMMERLEY FUNERAL HOME, INC.,
21 Pierce Ave., Hamburg, Tuesday 4-8
PM. A Memorial Service will be held at
The Orchard Park Kingdom Hall, 6897
Milestrip Rd., 14127, Wednesday at
6:30 PM. Friends invited. Flowers
gratefully declined. Memorials to Ridge
View Manor or Orchard Park Kingdom
Hall. Online guest register at
www.demmerleyfuneralhome.com

Deaths
SEGER - Edward L.
July 10, 2010, of Depew, NY, beloved
husband of Geraldine (nee Towner);
dearest father of Edward W. (Karen),
Deborah (late Donald) Burns-Seger,
Patricia (Gary) Grudzinski, Mark (Cece-
lia) and Michael (Sharon) Seger; loving
grandfather of Jennifer, Edward, Sean,
Tiffany, Eric, Sadie, Emily and Sarah;
great-grandfather of Kaylin and Han-
nah; brother of Joan (Joe) Pace and
the late Elizabeth (late Richard) Horn;
survived by nieces and nephews. The
family will be present to receive friends
on Monday from 7-9 PM and Tuesday
2-4 and 7-9 PM at the DANIEL R.
SMOLAREK FUNERAL HOME, 2510
Union Rd., Cheektowaga (two blocks
south of William St.) where a Prayer
Service will be held on Wednesday at
10 AM. Interment in St. Adalbert’s Cem-
etery, Lancaster. In lieu of flowers, do-
nations may be made to Boy Scouts of
America or Muscular Dystrophy Assn.
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