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The Newark street corner marked the place where her son,
Dante Young, was shot several times Sunday night. Police ar-
rived at the scene about 11:30 p.m. and took Young to University
Hospital, where he died 10 minutes later.

The attack followed a dispute between Young and his killer,
who may have been a teenager, said Mayor Cory Booker, who
was briefed on the shooting by police officials.

Booker said police have a suspect in mind, but he would not
disclose the assailant’s identity or a motive in the shooting. Au-
thorities did say the slaying was not connected to drug or gang
activity.

The ages of both the victim and Young’s killer also re-ignited
concerns about Newark’s often-ignored curfew law, something
acting Police Director Samuel DeMaio hopes to correct as part of

a summer anti-violence initiative.
“Last night was a tragedy of the

grandest proportions. When a 13-year-
old is murdered by another child, it’s
a grave, grave tragedy,” Booker said.
“This is exactly what the curfew hopes
to address.”

Young left the family’s South Eighth
Street home about 10:30 p.m. to buy
his mother a soda from a nearby store.
He returned briefly to drop off the drink, but disappeared just as
quickly, Graves said.

The shooting took place just a few feet from the entrance to

By Mike Vorkunov and Tom Luicci
STAR-LEDGER STAFF

Tom Mendiburu was traveling with
the Nets to London in March, his com-
pany having already signed on as one of
the founding sponsors of the Barclays
Center in Brooklyn, when conversation
turned to Rutgers University.

Nets CEO Brett Yormark also runs
Brooklyn Sports & Entertainment —
hired last summer to secure naming
rights for Rutgers Stadium. He pre-
sented an idea to Mendiburu: Would

his Sussex County company, High Point
Solutions, be interested?

It took only one meeting between the
fast-growing supplier of online server
and router hardware — founded by
Tom and his brother Mike — and Rut-
gers brass to reach a deal in principle
later that month.

The 10-year, $6.5 million contract will
result in Rutgers Stadium being named
High Point Solutions Stadium, accord-
ing to a person familiar with the deal
who requested anonymity because he

wasn’t authorized to speak publicly.
Neither High Point Solutions nor Rut-

gersdetailed the financial commitment,
which will be formally announced dur-
ing a news conference today.

The deal was first reported on
NJ.com, The Star-Ledger’s real-time
news and information site.

While the initial parameters of the
deal would pay Rutgers $650,000
annually, another person familiar
with the agreement said naming-rights
deals often include escalation clauses

— and the annual value could climb to
more than $1 million.

Other recent university deals include
the University of Central Florida and
Bright House Networks, who agreed
to a $15 million, 15-year deal in 2006,
and the University of Maryland, which
signed a $20 million, 25-year deal the
same year for its football stadium.

“I am satisfied and excited,” said
Rutgers athletic director Tim Pernetti,
without mentioning High Point by

By Julie Pace
ASSociATED PRESS

WASHINGTON — Presi-
dent Obama will announce the
critical next steps in America’s
decade-long war in Afghani-
stan tomorrow, outlining both
a plan to start bringing thou-
sands of U.S. troops home next
month and a broader with-
drawal blueprint aimed at giv-
ing Afghans control of their
own security in 2014.

But even as Obama finalizes
those plans, there are divisions
in his administration, with
military leaders favoring only
a gradual reduction in troops
but other advisers advocating
a significant decrease in the
coming months.

Administration officials
say Obama is still working
through the details on how
many troops will start leav-
ing Afghanistan in July, his
self-imposed deadline for be-

ginning the drawdown. He is
considering a range of options
presented to him last week by
Gen. David Petraeus, the top
U.S. and NATO commander in
Afghanistan.

“He’s finalizing his decision.
He’s reviewing his options,”
White House spokesman Jay
Carney said yesterday.

Obama is expected to make
tomorrow’s announcement in
Washington. On Thursday, he
will visit troops at Fort Drum,
the upstate New York military
base that is home to the 10th
Mountain Division — one of
the most frequently deployed
divisions to Afghanistan and
Iraq.

While much of the atten-
tion is focused on how many
troops will leave Afghanistan
next month, the more telling
aspects of Obama’s decision
center on what happens after
July, particularly how long the
president plans to keep the
30,000 surge forces he sent in
2009 in the country.

There is a growing belief
that the president must at
least map out the initial with-
drawal of the surge troops
when he addresses the pub-
lic. But whether those forces
should come out over the next
eight to 12 months or slowly
trickle out over a longer time

Obama
maps out
Afghan
pullout
Presidentweighing
strategymileposts

N.J. techcompany topay$6.5million fornaming rights toRutgersStadium

By Abram Brown and James Queally STAR-LEDGER STAFF

W ith a long-handled broom in one hand
and a bucket in the other, Yvette
Graveswalked down Southorange

Avenue yesterday afternoon to scrub her
13-year-old son’s blood from a cracked sidewalk.
As she pouredwater from the bucket onto the stained

concrete, her friend added bleach to the solution,making it
bubble and foam. Graves scrubbedmethodically with the
broomuntil therewas nothing left.
“My poor, poor baby,” she said. “i wish they’d beaten him

up instead. They didn’t have to kill him.”

jerry McCrea/The STar-Ledger

Yvette Graves, mother of 13-year-old shooting victim Dante Young, uses soapy water, and a broom to wash away blood stains left on the sidewalk
on South Orange Avenue in Newark yesterday. Behind her, left to right, cousin Tyson Phila, older brother Jermaine Berfet, and Ajeeah Hall look on.

“Where are we
headed?What’s the
ramp look like?”

Defense Secretary Robert Gates
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name. “The climate is difficult
for everybody. ... We feel re-
ally, really good about it, not
only given the climate but also
because we were being picky
about a partner. We were try-
ing to find someone who has
the same core values and a
New Jersey-based company.
And in the end, we’re thrilled
with the results.”
The name of the game for

Rutgers has become financial
independence for its athletic
department. During the 2008-
09 school year, Rutgers’ athlet-
ic revenue was $159,641 more
than its expenses, according to
the USA Today college athlet-
ics finance database. However,
that included a nearly $18 mil-
lion state subsidy.
“I don’t feel like we have an

expense problem; we have a
revenue problem. ... Our goal
is to become a financially
self-sufficient organization,”
Pernetti said. “Now it’s not

going to happen overnight, but
you’ve got to get on a path to
get there.”
The contract is still wait-

ing for final signatures, Tom
Mendiburu said, but the heavy
lifting is done.
“First meeting we had just

felt right,” said Mendiburu,
who oversaw High Point’s
boom from $200,000 in sales
in 1996 to $60 million by 2000,
according to a 2001 story in
Inc. magazine. “It was a natu-
ral fit. And then we decided
to go ahead and make the
agreement.”
For a set of Jersey-born-and-

bred brothers, aligning them-
selveswith the state’s universi-
ty wasn’t that hard a decision.
“It’s kind of surreal,” Mike

Mendiburu said. “Look at
where we came from. We
started in our home in north-
ern Sussex County and now
we’re marquee sponsors for
a leading football team in the
United States. That’s a big deal.
... We’re really proud to be as-
sociatedwith Rutgers.”

Rutgers football coach Greg
Schiano, after news of the deal
broke during his annual golf
outing yesterday at Fiddler’s
Elbow Country Club in Bed-
minster, declined to comment
until today’s news conference.
The Mendiburu brothers

started High Point in 1996
in Wantage, right near High
Point State Park, the inspira-
tion for their company’s name.
Today, the company is an IT,
networking and infrastructure
solutions company primar-
ily serving large corporations
(Cisco, Lucent and Nortel are
clients) and big enough to be-
come a major investor in the
sports naming realm as part of
their “market focus.”
In 2009, High Point struck

a five-year, $3.2 million deal
for the naming rights on the
Chairman’s Club at the Bar-
clays Center in Brooklyn, the
Nets’ future home. And earlier
this year, the brothers came
to a five-year, $1 million spon-
sorship agreement with Quin-
nipiac University to lend the

business’ name to their multi-
purpose arena.
“This is our first football

sponsorship and our first sta-
dium,” Mike Mendiburu said.
“I think it’s a win-win. It’s a
win for New Jersey, it’s a win
for Rutgers, it’s a win for High
Point.”
The search for Rutgers Sta-

dium’s naming rights began
publicly last June. Lasting 10
days short of a year, “there was
no shortage of interest from
C-level executives (chief ex-
ecutive and operating officers)
across the state and the New
York area,” said Lawton Lo-
gan, the senior vice president
for U.S. Business Development
at IMG College, a partner with
BS&E in the process.
“Rutgers and their athletic

department are very highly
regarded.”
Mike Vorkunov:
mvorkunov@starledger.com
TomLuicci:
tluicci@starledger.com

is hotly debated.
Military commanders want

to keep as many of those
forces in Afghanistan for as
long as possible, arguing that
too fast a withdrawal could
undermine the fragile secu-
rity gains in the fight against
the Taliban insurgency in Af-
ghanistan, the al Qaeda train-
ing ground for the Sept. 11,
2001, U.S. attacks. There are
also concerns about pulling
out a substantial number of
U.S. forces as the heightened
summer fighting season gets
underway.
Retiring Defense Secretary

Robert Gates has said he be-
lieves the initial drawdown
should be “modest.”
But other advisers areback-

ing a more significant with-
drawal that starts in July and
proceeds steadily through the
following months. That camp
believes the slow, yet steady,
security gains in Afghanistan,
combined with the death of
Osama bin Laden and U.S.
success in dismantling much
of the al Qaeda network in the
country give the president an
opportunity to make larger
reductions this year.

Call to Shift Strategy
There is also growing po-

litical pressure on Capitol
Hill for a more significant
withdrawal. Twenty-seven
senators, Democrats as well
as Republicans, sent Obama a
letter last week pressing for a
shift in Afghanistan strategy
andmajor troop cuts.
“Given our successes, it is

the right moment to initiate a
sizable and sustained reduc-
tion in forces, with the goal of
steadily redeploying all regu-
lar combat troops,” the sena-
tors wrote. “The costs of pro-
longing the war far outweigh
the benefits.”
There is broad public sup-

port for starting to withdraw
U.S. troops. According to an
Associated Press-GfK poll

last month, 80 percent of
Americans say they approve
of Obama’s decision to begin
withdrawal of combat troops
in July and end U.S. com-
bat operations in Afghani-
stan by 2014. Just 15 percent
disapprove.
Obama has tripled the

number of U.S. forces in Af-
ghanistan since taking of-
fice, bringing the total there
to about 100,000. The 30,000
troop surge he announced at
the end of 2009 camewith the
condition that he would start
bringing forces home in July
2011.

StepS for DrawDown
The president took months

to settle on the surge strategy.
This time around, aides say
the process is far less formal
andObama is farmoreknowl-
edgeable about the situation
in Afghanistan than hewas in
2009, his first year in office.
Obama has said the July

withdrawal will be “signifi-
cant,” though aides haven’t
quantified that. They do say
Obama sees the initial draw-
down in July as part of a larg-
er strategy aimed at ending
the U.S. combatmission in Af-
ghanistan by the end of 2014
and turning security respon-
sibility over to the Afghans.
On a trip to Afghanistan

earlier this month, Gates ad-
vocated for a comprehensive
decision from the president.
“I think to make a decision

on July in complete isola-
tion from anything else has
no strategic meaning,” Gates
said. “And so part of that has
to be kind of, what’s the book
end? Where are we headed?
What’s the ramp look like?”
Gates is retiring from the

Pentagon on June 30.
There are also indications

that the administration, hav-
ing learned from the U.S. ex-
perience in Iraq,will set dead-
line dates for the drawdown
as it progresses, in order to
keep pressure on the Afghans
and give Congressmileposts.

St. Antonius Catholic Church. The
Rev. Bill Halbing, who was next door
in the parish house, said he heard the
gunshots. But he didn’t go outside to
investigate the sound because, as he
said, gunfire is “too familiar” a noise
in the neighborhood.
Two hours later, Graves called po-

lice. About 4 a.m., detectives arrived
atGraves’ front door to sayher young-
est son was dead, leaving the Newark
mother to wonderwhy anyonewould
shoot the teenager who family mem-
bers remembered as a “jokester”who
loved to play pranks.
“That boy was only 13 years old,”

said LaTifah Ali, a family friend. “He
didn’t deserve to die like that.”
Under the city’s curfew law, Young

should have never been out that late.
The ordinance, which requires resi-
dents under the age of 17 to stay with-
in 100 feet of their homes after 11 p.m.,
was rarely enforced in Newark until
a 14-year-old boy was shot and killed
around 2:30 a.m. on an August night
in 2009.
Keith Calhoun’s body was found

just a few blocks from the street
corner where Young was killed Sun-
day night, and his death sparked a
citywide outcry for police to strictly
enforce the curfew. DeMaio has said
curfew enforcement is a major part
of his “Safe City” initiative this sum-
mer, and Booker said Young’s death
will lead to ramped up curfew checks
in theWestWard.
“Obviously, we’re not going to pre-

vent every teenager from going out
after curfew. My hope is that as every
day passes, it starts to build momen-
tum that we’re serious,” Booker said.
“Whatwas a teenager, barely 13 years
old, doing out after midnight? It’s ob-
viously somethingwe’re going to look
at andmake sure that is an areawe’re
focusing our curfew enforcement
on.”
Police will work closely with city

clergy this summer to offer curfew
violators alternative ways to spend
their summer nights, DeMaio has
said.
As Graves finished clearing her

son’s blood away, friends and rela-
tives began to build a makeshift
memorial for the fallen teenager. A
small collection of votive candles

and stuffed animals lined the base of
a tree near where Young was killed,
while friends wrote their final good-
byes on a cardboard box.
Young’s older brothers Terrell and

Jermaine Berfet, who tied eight bal-
loons to the tree, were both shocked
by how many times the 13-year-old
was shot.
“They wanted him dead,” said Ter-

rell Berfet.
Worried about the violence that of-

ten hangs over Newark, Graves was
planning to move her family to Flor-
ida soon.
As Graves stood over her son’s me-

morial yesterday afternoon one of the
votive candles flickered and blew out.
She bent over, picked it up and tried
to light it again but couldn’t ignite the
wick.
“Here, you do this,” she said, hand-

ing the lighter to her son, Jermaine.
“I’m just not used to this sort of
thing.”
AbramBrown: (973) 392-1790 or
abrown@starledger.com;
James Queally: (973) 392-1823 or
jqueally@starledger.com

By Chris Megerian and Abram Brown
STAR-LEDGER STAFF

The day after a Newark teenager
was gunned down in the city’s West
Ward, school and police officials tried
to preventmore youths frommeeting
the same fate.
About500studentsgraduated from

the Gang Resistance Education and
Training program at a roller rink in
Branch Brook Park yesterday. And at
the Rutgers University Newark cam-
pus, dozens more students attended
an anti-violence seminar.
The Rev. Jethro James of the Para-

dise Baptist Church, who attended
the seminar, said police and city offi-
cials need to reach out to teenagers to
prevent a violent summer.
“You can’t tell which one of these

kids if going to become a victim or
a vicious killer,” James said. “If this
opens up a dialogue and they become
neither, it’s successful for one kid.”
The seminar was carefully pre-

pared down to the name tags, said
JoanRivitz, one of the organizers.
“They all had red and blue around

them,” the colors of the Bloods and
the Crips, she said of the tags. “The
best I could dowas pink and purple.”
The seminar was begun with a

grant from the W.K. Kellogg Foun-
dation to the FBI National Citizens’
Academy Alumni Association, a non-
profit group where Rivitz is a region-
al vice president.

Rivitz said the grant is supposed
to promote racial healing, and com-
munity members decided to address
gang problems inNewark’s black and
Hispanic communities.
“The gangs are pulling the commu-

nities apart by taking the youth,” she
said. “If they get incarcerated, it limits
what they can dowith their lives.”
But the anti-violence programs

came too late for one youth. Dante
Young, 13, was shot and killed at
South Orange Avenue and South 9th
Street on Sunday at about 11:30 p.m.
Mayor Cory Booker said Young was
killed after a dispute with an uniden-
tified gunman, who police believe is
also a teenager.
State Police acting Maj. Gerald

Lewis, who leads the division’s com-
munity affairs office and helped orga-
nize the seminar, said it was unusual
to involve both police and gangmem-
bers. Several were from the group
S.O.S., which stands for Saving Our
Selves.
“Normally it’s adversarial,” Lew-

is said. “But we can’t be that way
anymore.”
Lewis said it was important to get

students and others involved because
officials can spend too much time
simply talking among themselves.
“We have these community meet-

ings and forget to invite the commu-
nity,” he said. “You have a bunch of
suits talking about the community,

but aren’t really involved in it.”
At the roller rink graduation cer-

emony, hundreds of students es-
chewed caps and gowns in favor of
T-shirts and hip hop music. The stu-
dents, mainly from fourth through
seventh grade, came from 28 city
schools.
The program promotes gang

awareness, positive interaction be-
tween the community and the police,
and nonviolent solutions to conflicts,
said Newark Police Detective Rus-
sell Thomas, one of the program’s
teachers.
VersaceWashington, a sixth grader

at the Dayton Street School, said she
enjoyed reading the book assigned in
the course and completing the prob-
lem-solving activities.
“We learned about peace and about

violence — and not to do that sort of
thing,” she said.
Bryant Zapata, a seventh grader at

Ridge Street School, said he and his
peers were initially skeptical of the
program.
“Everyone was like, ‘This is going

to be boring.’ But the officer gave
us some ideas that we hadn’t even
thought about,” he said.
ChrisMegerian: (609) 989-0208 or
cmegerian@starledger.com
AbramBrown: (973) 392-1790 or
abrown@starledger.com

Newarkprogramsaimtostemtideof teenviolence
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From left to right, neighbor Kevin Rogers lights a candle; Yvette Graves, mother of the victim, writes a message; and
LaTifah Ali, the victim’s aunt, sets up a memorial at the scene where Dante Young was shot and killed.
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