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Colton RVwill
discount your RV
purchase in the
amount equal to
the sales tax!*

Thursday, June 10
— Sunday, June 13
HOURS Mon - Fri 9 - 8
Sat 8 - 5, Sun 11 - 5

* Tent Campers & Sportsmen NOT INCLUDED in Sales Tax Savings offer.

MAIN SHOWROOM
3122 Niagara Falls Blvd.
North Tonawanda
716.694.0188
Toll-Free 800.628.4889
ColtonRV.com for details

Just got lower!

Saturday & Sunday Only! Winnebago
owners & their families will be camping at Colton
RV this weekend and will "Show & Tell" why
Winnebago is the # 1 Selling RV in America.

SHOW
& TELL

CoachmenMotor Home ........................ $49,998
DamonMotor Home ............................... $20,000
Alpine FifthWheel ..................................... $10,000
Sportsmen Travel Trailers ........................ $8,998
NEW Tent Campers ........................................ $5,998
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INSIDE THENEWS
Van der Sloot got
cash in FBI sting
WASHINGTON—U.S.
authorities said
Wednesday they paid
Joran vander Sloot
thousands in a sting op-
eration but delayed ar-
resting him to try to
build amurder case in
NataleeHolloway’s
death.During the delay,
he allegedly killed again.
Story onA4.

Agents square off
at Mexico border
CIUDADJUAREZ,Mex-
ico—Pointing rifles,
Mexican security forces
chased awayU.S. offi-
cials investigating the
shooting of a 15-year-old
Mexicanby aU.S. Bor-
der Patrol agent on the
banks of theRioGrande,
the FBI saidWednesday.
Story onA4.

Was it really
‘year of woman’?
WASHINGTON—With
the sweep ofwomen in
Tuesday’s elections,
came the familiar re-
frain of “year of the
woman.” But in at least
five primary races in-
volvingwomen, itwas
something evenmore
amazing:Genderwas
never an issue.
Story onA4.
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‘No’ for nun
on lights
stirs anger
Empire State Bldg.
sticks to rejection

By VerenaDobnik

ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK —
When the Empire State
Building, reaching 102
stories into the Man-
hattan sky, lights up,
people lift their eyes
and guess what that
night’s colors might
mean — a holiday, a
charitable cause, may-

be a Yankees win or a birthday.
But sometimes, color turns to con-

troversy.
Tens of thousands of people are

raising an uproar about the building
owner’s refusal to light the city’s tall-
est skyscraper in blue and white in
August to honor Mother Teresa on
what would be her 100th birthday.

SeeLights on PageA3

Violence transformed artfest
After a riot 40 years ago,
city jewel found new luster

ByAbramBrown
NEWS STAFF REPORTER

On a hot June evening in 1970, the riot
started somewhere near Allen and Mariner
streets, a block from the Allentown Art Festi-
val.

Witnesses and reports from the time said
Buffalo police arrived to quell a fight outside
Mulligan’s BrickBar—amajor drinking hang-
out for young people at the time. A crowd of a
few hundred people began to form outside the
bar, and more police were called, including a

patrolmannamedTimothy J. Scioli.
No one is sure who threw what first, but

the crowd eventually started to pelt police
with rocks, bottles and bricks.

Police responded with tear gas, sending
smoke billowing into the nearby festival.

“We wanted to get in and out,” Scioli re-
called this week. “But unfortunately, we
didn’t.”

Forty years ago, on June 14, 1970, the riot
rocked the Allentown Art Festival — then easi-
ly Buffalo’s biggest summertime event — and
everyone who was caught up in it.

Emotions were still raw then. The Allen-
town riot came just a month after Buffalo po-
lice had used tear gas to stop riots at the Uni-

SeeRiot on PageA2

Coast Guard orders oil giant to rushmore ships to spill site to recover nearly all new flow

BP told to add containment equipment
FROM NEWS WIRE SERVICES

NEW ORLEANS — U.S. Coast Guard officials
have ordered BP to swiftly get additional contain-
ment measures in place around its ruptured well
and predicted that new ships and equipment mov-
ing into the Gulf ofMexicowould be able to capture
nearly all new flow within the next few weeks.

“Now that the so-called ‘top-hat’ containment
system has begun to capture and recover some of
the oil escaping from the wellhead, it is imperative
that you put equipment, systems and processes in
place to ensure that the remaining oil and gas flow-
ing can be recovered,” the Coast Guard’s on-scene
commander, Adm. James A.Watson, said in a letter

to the oil company.
An improvised cap and pipe connected to the

ruptured wellhead are drawing a portion of the
leaked oil, about 15,000 barrels a day, up to a con-
tainment ship. That number is expected to increase
to 28,000 barrels as early as next week, Coast Guard
Adm. Thad Allen, who is overseeing the cleanup,
told reporters Wednesday.

The government is also keeping an eye on how
BP is reimbursing people for their losses. Allen has
written to BP CEO Tony Hayward demanding
“more detail and openness” about how the compa-
ny is handlingmounting damage claims, reminding
the beleaguered executive that his company “is ac-
countable to the American public for the economic

loss caused by the oil spill.”
Shrimpers, oystermen, seafood businesses, out-

of-work drilling crews and the tourism industry all
are lining up to get reimbursed for the billions of
dollars washed away by the disaster. Tempers have
flared as business owners and workers direct out-
rage at BP overwhat they see as a tangle of red tape.

“Every day we call the adjuster eight or 10 times.
There’s no answer, no answeringmachine,” saidRe-
gina Shipp, who has filed $33,000 in claims for lost
business at her restaurant in Alabama. “If BP
doesn’t pay us within two months, we’ll be out of
business. We’ve got two kids.”

SeeSpill on PageA2

Varsity
hockey
for girls
is a go

150 players expected
in six-team league

By Sandra Tan
NEWS STAFF REPORTER

They finally have a league of their
own.

Six public school districts in Erie
County have officially committed to
creating a new all-girls varsity ice
hockey league, which is expected to
attract roughly 150 high schoolers
this fall. Orchard Park was the last to
approve a girls team Tuesday.

“Last night was the clincher,” said
parent advocate Isabell Posner.

The creation of the Western New
York Girls Ice Hockey Federation
during a financially crippling year for
many districts is considered remark-
able bymany.

James Rusin, the Williamsville
District’s athletic director who led the
effort to create the boys varsity ice
hockey league decades ago and now
the girls league, said girls can expect
to play their first league game as early
as November.

“They’ll have absolute equal foot-
ing with the boys program,” Rusin
said. “This is a full varsity program.
We’re not going to have second-class
citizens here.”

Lined up to play this fall are dis-
trict teams from Williamsville, Am-
herst, Kenmore-Town of Tonawanda,
West Seneca, Orchard Park/Frontier
(combined team) and a team from
the Monsignor Martin Association,
which represents the Catholic

SeeHockey on PageA2

FOCUS: ALLENTOWNHISTORY

Buffalo News file photo

OnnightofJune14,1970,tensionsarehighbetween
youngpeopleandcitypoliceatElmwoodAvenueand
AllenStreetamidtheAllentownArtFestivalriot.
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COURAGE
ANDRESPECT
New lessons from a
new “Karate Kid.” Page C1

One goal
U.S. soccer team hoping

to step up. Page D1

WEATHER
Partly sunnyandbreezy.High temperature 68,
low 51. Details onPageB10.

Bill Wippert/Buffalo News

RonaldReznik
of Buffalo
needs an
umbrella as
waits for a bus
inAmherst on
a dreary
Wednesday.

Associated Press

Crosses in the yardof ahome inGrand Isle,La., lament the resources endangeredby theBPoil leakas residents seek reimbursement for losses.
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Mother
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eration but delayed ar-
resting him to try to
build amurder case in
NataleeHolloway’s
death.During the delay,
he allegedly killed again.
Story onA4.
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CIUDADJUAREZ,Mex-
ico—Pointing rifles,
Mexican security forces
chased awayU.S. offi-
cials investigating the
shooting of a 15-year-old
Mexicanby aU.S. Bor-
der Patrol agent on the
banks of theRioGrande,
the FBI saidWednesday.
Story onA4.

Was it really
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WASHINGTON—With
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‘No’ for nun
on lights
stirs anger
Empire State Bldg.
sticks to rejection

By VerenaDobnik

ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK —
When the Empire State
Building, reaching 102
stories into the Man-
hattan sky, lights up,
people lift their eyes
and guess what that
night’s colors might
mean — a holiday, a
charitable cause, may-

be a Yankees win or a birthday.
But sometimes, color turns to con-

troversy.
Tens of thousands of people are

raising an uproar about the building
owner’s refusal to light the city’s tall-
est skyscraper in blue and white in
August to honor Mother Teresa on
what would be her 100th birthday.

SeeLights on PageA3

Violence transformed artfest
After a riot 40 years ago,
city jewel found new luster

ByAbramBrown
NEWS STAFF REPORTER

On a hot June evening in 1970, the riot
started somewhere near Allen and Mariner
streets, a block from the Allentown Art Festi-
val.

Witnesses and reports from the time said
Buffalo police arrived to quell a fight outside
Mulligan’s BrickBar—amajor drinking hang-
out for young people at the time. A crowd of a
few hundred people began to form outside the
bar, and more police were called, including a

patrolmannamedTimothy J. Scioli.
No one is sure who threw what first, but

the crowd eventually started to pelt police
with rocks, bottles and bricks.

Police responded with tear gas, sending
smoke billowing into the nearby festival.

“We wanted to get in and out,” Scioli re-
called this week. “But unfortunately, we
didn’t.”

Forty years ago, on June 14, 1970, the riot
rocked the Allentown Art Festival — then easi-
ly Buffalo’s biggest summertime event — and
everyone who was caught up in it.

Emotions were still raw then. The Allen-
town riot came just a month after Buffalo po-
lice had used tear gas to stop riots at the Uni-

SeeRiot on PageA2

Coast Guard orders oil giant to rushmore ships to spill site to recover nearly all new flow

BP told to add containment equipment
FROM NEWS WIRE SERVICES

NEW ORLEANS — U.S. Coast Guard officials
have ordered BP to swiftly get additional contain-
ment measures in place around its ruptured well
and predicted that new ships and equipment mov-
ing into the Gulf ofMexicowould be able to capture
nearly all new flow within the next few weeks.

“Now that the so-called ‘top-hat’ containment
system has begun to capture and recover some of
the oil escaping from the wellhead, it is imperative
that you put equipment, systems and processes in
place to ensure that the remaining oil and gas flow-
ing can be recovered,” the Coast Guard’s on-scene
commander, Adm. James A.Watson, said in a letter

to the oil company.
An improvised cap and pipe connected to the

ruptured wellhead are drawing a portion of the
leaked oil, about 15,000 barrels a day, up to a con-
tainment ship. That number is expected to increase
to 28,000 barrels as early as next week, Coast Guard
Adm. Thad Allen, who is overseeing the cleanup,
told reporters Wednesday.

The government is also keeping an eye on how
BP is reimbursing people for their losses. Allen has
written to BP CEO Tony Hayward demanding
“more detail and openness” about how the compa-
ny is handlingmounting damage claims, reminding
the beleaguered executive that his company “is ac-
countable to the American public for the economic

loss caused by the oil spill.”
Shrimpers, oystermen, seafood businesses, out-

of-work drilling crews and the tourism industry all
are lining up to get reimbursed for the billions of
dollars washed away by the disaster. Tempers have
flared as business owners and workers direct out-
rage at BP overwhat they see as a tangle of red tape.

“Every day we call the adjuster eight or 10 times.
There’s no answer, no answeringmachine,” saidRe-
gina Shipp, who has filed $33,000 in claims for lost
business at her restaurant in Alabama. “If BP
doesn’t pay us within two months, we’ll be out of
business. We’ve got two kids.”

SeeSpill on PageA2

Varsity
hockey
for girls
is a go

150 players expected
in six-team league

By Sandra Tan
NEWS STAFF REPORTER

They finally have a league of their
own.

Six public school districts in Erie
County have officially committed to
creating a new all-girls varsity ice
hockey league, which is expected to
attract roughly 150 high schoolers
this fall. Orchard Park was the last to
approve a girls team Tuesday.

“Last night was the clincher,” said
parent advocate Isabell Posner.

The creation of the Western New
York Girls Ice Hockey Federation
during a financially crippling year for
many districts is considered remark-
able bymany.

James Rusin, the Williamsville
District’s athletic director who led the
effort to create the boys varsity ice
hockey league decades ago and now
the girls league, said girls can expect
to play their first league game as early
as November.

“They’ll have absolute equal foot-
ing with the boys program,” Rusin
said. “This is a full varsity program.
We’re not going to have second-class
citizens here.”

Lined up to play this fall are dis-
trict teams from Williamsville, Am-
herst, Kenmore-Town of Tonawanda,
West Seneca, Orchard Park/Frontier
(combined team) and a team from
the Monsignor Martin Association,
which represents the Catholic

SeeHockey on PageA2

FOCUS: ALLENTOWNHISTORY

Buffalo News file photo

OnnightofJune14,1970,tensionsarehighbetween
youngpeopleandcitypoliceatElmwoodAvenueand
AllenStreetamidtheAllentownArtFestivalriot.
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Crosses in the yardof ahome inGrand Isle,La., lament the resources endangeredby theBPoil leakas residents seek reimbursement for losses.
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Corrections
Two people facing charges

for having sex on a picnic table
Friday were arrested in Bata-
via’s Farrall Park. The park’s
name was incorrect in Tues-
day’s editions.

• • •

The Buffalo News corrects
published errors of substance.
To request a correction, please
notify the editor by writing to:
P.O. Box 100, Buffalo, NY 14240.
Or call The News at 849-4444
and ask to speak to the editor of
the department in which the ar-
ticle was published. Or fax your
request to 856-5150.

Healing itself, festival
matures, settles down

RIOT • fromA1

versity at Buffalo after the fatal
shooting of four students by
National Guardsmen at Kent
State University on May 4.

The Allentown riot came to
have both short- and long-term
consequences for police, civil-
ians and festival organizers.

It almost ended the festival.
Deals and promises were re-
quired to bring it back the next
year. And it became a very dif-
ferent festival.

No longer a drink-until-dusk
affair, the festival grew smaller
and started operating under
strict regulations. Organizers
placed tighter control over the
numbers of artists, where they
set up and how the event was
put together, making it look
much like the festival that will
set up Saturday and Sunday.

On that June night in 1970,
police, and later sheriff’s depu-
ties, too, wouldn’t leave the area
until nearly midnight. They
continued to launch tear gas in-
to the crowd by hand and gre-
nade launcher.

Rioters lit street fires using
the debris and kept up the bar-
rage of bottles and rocks.

When a bottlewas thrown at
Scioli, he caught it and went in-
to the crowd to arrest the man
who threw it. But as he waded
in, he was kicked and punched.

Fleeing the tear gas
Scioli was pulled out of the

fray, and his partner drove him
to Sisters Hospital. “I remem-
ber that I thought I broke my
arm, but it turned out to be
nothing,” Scioli said.

At the riot scene, many ran
down neighboring streets to
porches and houses to escape
the sting of the tear gas. The gas
wafted along Allen Street, send-
ing families at the tie-dye shirt
and string-your-own-beads
stands racing for their cars.

By 9:30, the disturbance be-
gan to dissipate. Police initially
left but returned and stayed un-
til midnight when a fresh bon-
fire was lit in the street.

Police would arrest 30 peo-
ple that night, and nine people
— including Scioli and his part-
ner — were taken to a hospital.

The consequences of the riot
were immediate.

Afterward, citizens blamed
police for overreacting and us-
ing tear gas just like they had a
month earlier at UB. Using the
gas, police said, was better than
beating people with nightsticks.

Public anger ensues
Allentown residents held

public meetings to discuss the
riot and the police action.

When police Lt. Thomas F.
Higgins, who 16 years later
would become Erie County
sheriff, walked into a June 15
meeting at Shaw Memorial
Church, the crowdmade it clear
that he was unwelcome.

They shouted at him and
called him a pig. It was not
worth staying, Higgins decided.
Hewasmarried with three chil-
dren, and the crowd at that
church was angry.

“I almost got crowned. They
were ready to draw and quarter
me, and hang me by the stee-
ple,” Higgins said this week.

More public meetings fol-

lowed the one attended by Hig-
gins — including a June 17
meeting that attracted nearly
350 people and at least one
man who claimed to be a mem-
ber of the Black Panther Party.

The commotion over the riot
largely died down over the next
few months — until festival
supporters started trying to or-
ganize for 1971.

Mayor Frank A. Sedita
seemed essentially against the
idea of the festival coming back.
Police Chief Frank N. Felicetta
worried about keeping control.
Fire Commissioner Robert B.
Howard feared that if fires were
set again, people would clog the
streets and make it impassable
for firefighting equipment.

Striking a historic deal
Too much could go wrong.

The stakes — potentially hu-
man life — were too high, the
city told the festival’s support-
ers, including the group respon-
sible for organizing the festival,
the Allentown Village Society.

Eventually a deal was struck.
The organizers accepted the
city’s demands, and the city let
the festival go on, in a form that
it has followed ever since.

“At that point, we agreed,
and it was a step forward for
us,” said Mary M. Myszkiewicz,
the current Allentown Society
president. “This had gotten out
of hand. It was too large.”

In 1971, the festival allowed
only 450 artists to set up, down
from 700 in the year of the riot.
No one — not even children
selling lemonade on their front
lawn — was allowed without
the festival’s permission.

Artists had to sell handmade
work. Nothing bought and re-
sold would be allowed. The art-
ists were confined to their as-
signed areas, which today
measure 10 by 13 feet.

No onewas allowed to set up
outside of the festival’s bound-
aries. Vendors no longer set up
on both sides of Allen and
Franklin streets. No side streets,
either. The festival became jur-
ied soon after the riot, too.

Recalling fateful night
The festival’s opening and

closing times were strictly en-
forced, and artists were expect-
ed to sling drapes over their
stalls promptly when the festi-
val ends. The Allentown Society
now is patrolled by off-duty po-
lice, as well as a contingent of
mounted sheriff’s deputies and
on-duty police.

The 1970s were the festival’s
teenage years — full of growing
pains and growing formality.

“Things got a little too big
and out of hand, but then you
mature and settle down,” Mysz-
kiewicz said.

About 300,000 people are
expected to attend this year’s
festival, which runs from 11 a.m.
to 6 p.m. Saturday and Sunday.

Even Scioli, the patrolman
summoned to Allentown on
that fateful night 40 years ago,
expects he will go to the festival
with his wife this weekend, as
they have plenty of times.

“Every time I walk down the
street, I always think back on
it,” Scioli said. “But like I said,
‘No hard feelings.’ ”

e-mail: abrown@buffnews.com

Hard cap could reduce
leak to ‘almost zero’
SPILL • fromA1

An Alabama property owner
who has lost vast sums of rental
income angrily confronted a BP
executive at a town meeting.

BP spokesman Mark Proe-
gler disputed any notion that
the claims process is slow or
that the company is dragging
its feet.

Proegler said BP has cut the
time to process claims and issue
a check from 45 days to as little
as 48 hours, provided the neces-
sary documentation has been
supplied. BP officials acknowl-
edged thatwhile no claims have
been denied, thousands and
thousands of claims had not
been paid by late last week be-
cause the company required
more documentation.

The daily flow of oil remains
unknown, although a govern-
ment panel estimated 12,000 to
19,000 barrels were leaking — a
number that increasingly ap-
pears too conservative.

With additional contain-
ment equipment expected to ar-
rive in the next few weeks,
cleanup overseers will be able
to replace the temporary cap
with a permanent, hard cap,
“which means we could take
leakage down to almost zero,”
Allen said.

The move to swiftly bring in
new equipment comes in re-
sponse to concerns that the
ship processing oil diverted
from the well has far too little
capacity to hold all the oil that

could be diverted, leaving a
huge amount of oil and gas
pouring unchecked into the sea.

Two new vessels are now
steaming toward the gulf: a
shuttle tanker from the North
Sea that should arrive between
Saturday and Tuesday, and a
production ship that will help
offload oil to the shuttle tanker,
scheduled to arrive by June 19.

The new vessels also will al-
low oil and gas flows that are
too large for the capacity of the
on-site vessels to be burned off,
theoretically allowing incident
managers to safely capture the
entire flow from the well, Allen
said.

Allen said federal scientists
have received the first high-def-
inition video from the gulf floor
that will allow them to estimate
more precisely how much oil is
leaking.

The high-definition video
will allow a comparison with
previous videos that were part
of the previous estimation pro-
cess, Allen said.

“I’m not going to declare vic-
tory on anything until I have
absolute numbers. Showme the
number,” he said. At the same
time, he added, “I can guaran-
tee you unequivocally nobody is
low-balling anything for me,
and I will never low-ball any-
thing.”

Meanwhile, glaring errors
and omissions in BP’s oil spill
response plans have exposed a
slapdash effort to follow envi-
ronmental rules, outraging Gulf
Coast residents who can see on

their beaches how unprepared
the company was.

BP’s 582-page regional spill
plan for the gulf and its 52-page,
site-specific plan for the Deep-
water Horizon rig vastly under-
state the dangers posed by an
uncontrolled leak and vastly
overstate the company’s pre-
paredness to deal with one, ac-
cording to an Associated Press
analysis. The lengthy plans
were approved by the federal
government last year before BP
drilled its ill-fated well.

Among the errors in the re-
port: A professor is listed in
BP’s 2009 response plan for a
gulf spill as a national wildlife
expert. He died in 2005.

The plan lists cold-water
marine mammals including
walruses, sea otters, sea lions
and seals as “sensitive biologi-
cal resources.” None of those
live anywhere near the gulf.

Also, names and phone
numbers of several Texas A&M

University marine life special-
ists are wrong. So are the num-
bers for marine mammal-
stranding network offices in
Louisiana and Florida, which
are disconnected.

“The AP report paints a pic-
ture of a company that was
making it up as it went along,
while telling regulators it had
the full capability to deal with a
major spill,” Sen. Bill Nelson, D-
Fla., wrote in an e-mail to the
AP. “Weknow that wasn’t true.”

In the spill scenarios de-
tailed in the documents, fish,
marine mammals and birds es-
cape serious harm; beaches re-
main pristine; water quality is
only a temporary problem. And
those are the projections for a
leak about 10 times worse than
what has been calculated for
the ongoing disaster.

Nelson said he and Sen. Bar-
bara Boxer, D-Calif., have asked
for a criminal investigation into
some of the company’s claims.

Estimated 900 girls play hockey in the region
HOCKEY • fromA1

schools.
All these districts already of-

fer boys varsity hockey.
“Hopefully this will grow the

same way the boys’ did,” Rusin
said. “I have every confidence of
that. The districts had a lot of
courage to do this.”

Even though an estimated
900 girls ages 18 and under play
ice hockey on all-girls teams in
Western New York, only Nich-
ols, a private school, has fielded
a school-sponsored girls team
until now.

Parents have advocated for a
school-based girls league for
years. They ramped up their ef-
forts when the Williamsville
District expressed initial inter-
est in fielding a varsity team in
2008-09 but then dropped
those plans because of the lack
of local competition.

Athletic directors from dis-
tricts that already field boys
hockey teams then formed a
committee in December 2008
to seriously study the matter.
The committee produced a re-
port in July 2009 advocating
the creation of a varsity girls
league.

With the help of a grant, the
Williamsville District also spon-
sored five demonstration girls
ice hockey games between
school districts in January and
February of this year.

“This was a very calculated
process,” Rusin said.

Individual teams cost about
$24,500 to support, according
to the study committee. That

money covers coaching sti-
pends, league fees, practice ice
time, uniforms and transporta-
tion. Players usually cover the
cost of their own sticks and
gear.

Because of the difficult bud-
get year, parents from the Or-
chard Park and Amherst dis-
tricts offered to raise themoney
needed to field the girls teams
in 2010-11 if the district would
sanction them.

“They reluctantly agreed,”
said Posner, themother of a ris-
ing senior skater attending Am-
herst High School. “I don’t
think they thought we could do
it.”

Amherst has raised more
than $14,000 so far, $11,000 of
it coming from one family. The
rest has been raised by small-
bill bake sales andmajor contri-
butions from the Amherst
Alumni Association, she said.

“We need at least another
$5,000,” she said. “This sum-
mer we’ll be out there doing car
washes and whatever else we
need to raise money.”

James R. Higgins Jr., the Or-
chard Park athletic director,
said the money for a girls hock-
ey team was originally in the
district budget but got taken
out later.

“There was no way in good
conscience, with all the reduc-
tions we had to do, to start up a
girls hockey team,” he said.

But as in Amherst, the dis-
trict waswilling to have parents
and community members foot
the bill. Since Orchard Park is
part of a combined team with
the Frontier District, the com-

munity only needs to raise
$12,250, half the total amount.

Higgins said he will put
money in the athletic budget
next year to support the girls
team and hopes for a better
budget climate.

“If we’re in a situationwhere
we can assume it, that’s what
we ultimately want to do,” he
said.

Rusin heaped praise on the
school districts that have com-
mitted to being founding teams
in the league.

“If I had to choose six dis-
tricts to work with, it would be
these six,” he said. “These dis-
tricts were looking to do this.
They weren’t forced to do this.”

The boys ice hockey league
formed 22 years ago with eight
teams that eventually expanded
to 24. Rusin said he expects the
same thing to happen with the
girls league, with additional dis-
tricts signing on in the coming
years. He does not rule out the
possibility of even incorporat-
ing some Rochester area teams
down the road.

Maggie Ryan, a rising senior
at Kenmore West High School
who has played hockey since
she was 8, said she’s excited to
represent her district.

“It’s going to be a bigger
deal, definitely,” said Ryan, 17.
“I’m just really glad that I’ve got
the chance to start it off.”

Rusin said the new league
wants to work with community
leagues that have existing girls
hockey programs to eliminate
the likelihood of competing
schedules.

“I’m sure it’s going to work

out,” he said.

The athletic directors for all
the districts will meet today to
create a new governing board
for the league and develop a
schedule, Rusin said.

He expressed concern about
the short timetable the league
has to get everything ready to
start in the fall, but he said the
school community already has
come a long way simply by
making a public commitment
to the sport.

“Quite frankly,” he said, “I
think people thought this
would never happen.”

News Staff Reporter Barbara
O’Brien contributed to this report.
e-mail: stan@buffnews.com

Associated Press

Aworkeruses a suctionhose to vacuumupoil fromthe spill
thatwashedashoreWednesday inBelleTerre,La.

Continued from the cover

1.Do you have an old
bank account, insur-
ance claim ormissing

tax refund? The state is sit-
ting on $9.9billion in un-
claimed funds, and State
Comptroller Thomas Di-
Napoli wants to return the
cash to its rightful owners.
To help find them, Di-
Napoli’s office is holding an
unclaimed-funds outreach
session from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. in Adam’sMarkHotel
in downtown Buffalo.
Staffers will be on hand to
help search for those for-
gotten accounts.

• • •

2.The Boston Celtics
failed to cash in on
home court advan-

tage in Game Three of the
NBAfinals Tuesday night
in TD Boston Gardens, al-
lowing the Los Angeles
Lakers to take a 2-1 lead in
the seven-game series. That
makes tonight’s contest
look like a truly pivotal mo-
ment. If the Celts win, they
can pick upmomentum for
the third and last game in
Boston over the weekend.
If they don’t, the Lakers
will need just one more vic-
tory to clinch their second
straight title.

• • •

3.IskaloDevelopment’s
ElectricTower, easi-
ly themost change-

able building in the down-
town skyline, will be illumi-
nated pink this evening and
again Friday and Saturday
in celebration of all area
breast cancer survivors and
tomark the 10th anniver-
sary of the Susan G. Komen
Western New York Race for
the Cure. The race steps off
at 10 a.m. Saturday from
the Rose Garden in
Delaware Park. It is expect-
ed to draw 7,000 partici-
pants.

• • •

4.The 30th annual
ChaseCorporate
Challenge takes over

Delaware Park this evening
for a 3.5-mile road race, and
is showing a rebound from
last year’s depressed atten-
dance. Organizers expect
that it will attract the sec-
ond-biggest crowd of all
time— 11,457 participants
from 405 companies, 15
percent higher than 2009.
Kaleida Health will field the
biggest group, 626 entrants,
followed by Buffalo Public
Schools with 342, Ingram
Micro with 308 andM&T
Bankwith 292. Official
starters will be Buffalo
Mayor ByronW. Brown and
County Executive Chris
Collins. The JPMorgan
Chase Foundation will
make a donation for each
entry to the Police Athletic
League of Buffalo. Mo-
torists should plan to avoid
the streets around the park
after 4 p.m.

• • •

5.There could be
something for every-
one at tonight’s

fundraiser for Hamburg
TheatreUndertheStars.
Musical acts and stand-up
comics will be performing
from 7 to 10 p.m. in Coyote
Cafe, 36Main St., Ham-
burg. Musical acts include
Alison Pipitone, Heard of
Buffalo, Heidi Maria and
Maria Peach of the Peaches.
Stand-up comicsMarkWal-
ton and Kristen Becker will
be joking it up. Tickets can
be purchased at the
door. Formore
information,
call 648-6963.

• • •

6.The long-awaitedseason opener for
Thursdayat the

Square is here, and there’s a
rootsy double bill kicking
things off at 5 p.m. in
Lafayette Square. First up is
folk-rock singer-songwriter
Tift Merritt, who has just
released her fourth studio
album, “See You on the
Moon.” Headliner is alt-
country singer-songwriter
Alejandro Escovedo, a for-
mer punk-rocker long
revered in his hometown of
Austin, Texas, and finally
getting the wider attention
he deserves. Stick around

for the encore, and
there’s a good
chance you’ll hear
him do his right-
eous version of
Mott the
Hoople’s David
Bowie song, “All
the Young
Dudes.”

• • •

7.Womenwhowant to
get involved in the
politicalprocess, ei-

ther by running for office or
working on election cam-
paigns, can get some in-
sights fromwomenwho
have run andwon at a pro-
gram this evening spon-
sored by the YWCA ofWest-
ern New York’s Institute for
Public Leadership. “Hand-
shakes and Comfortable
Shoes 101” will be held from
5:30 to 8 p.m. in School-
house Commons, 1005
Grant St. Guest speakers in-
clude Erie County Clerk
Kathy Hochul, Buffalo
Council Member Bonnie
Russell and Erie County
Surrogate Judge Barbara
Howe. The cost is $20 and
includes a light dinner. To
reserve a seat, or for more
information, e-mail Teresa
Glanowski at
tglanowski@ywca-wny.org
or call 852-6120, Ext. 123.

• • •

Seven By Seven
Seven things you need to know by 7 a.m.

Don’tmissonbuffalonews.com:
How do youmake ordinary grilled veg-
etables extraordinary? Go nuts! News
FoodWriter AndrewGalarneau shows
you how tomake toasted walnut
dressing on video.buffalonews.com.
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Corrections
Two people facing charges

for having sex on a picnic table
Friday were arrested in Bata-
via’s Farrall Park. The park’s
name was incorrect in Tues-
day’s editions.

• • •

The Buffalo News corrects
published errors of substance.
To request a correction, please
notify the editor by writing to:
P.O. Box 100, Buffalo, NY 14240.
Or call The News at 849-4444
and ask to speak to the editor of
the department in which the ar-
ticle was published. Or fax your
request to 856-5150.

Healing itself, festival
matures, settles down

RIOT • fromA1

versity at Buffalo after the fatal
shooting of four students by
National Guardsmen at Kent
State University on May 4.

The Allentown riot came to
have both short- and long-term
consequences for police, civil-
ians and festival organizers.

It almost ended the festival.
Deals and promises were re-
quired to bring it back the next
year. And it became a very dif-
ferent festival.

No longer a drink-until-dusk
affair, the festival grew smaller
and started operating under
strict regulations. Organizers
placed tighter control over the
numbers of artists, where they
set up and how the event was
put together, making it look
much like the festival that will
set up Saturday and Sunday.

On that June night in 1970,
police, and later sheriff’s depu-
ties, too, wouldn’t leave the area
until nearly midnight. They
continued to launch tear gas in-
to the crowd by hand and gre-
nade launcher.

Rioters lit street fires using
the debris and kept up the bar-
rage of bottles and rocks.

When a bottlewas thrown at
Scioli, he caught it and went in-
to the crowd to arrest the man
who threw it. But as he waded
in, he was kicked and punched.

Fleeing the tear gas
Scioli was pulled out of the

fray, and his partner drove him
to Sisters Hospital. “I remem-
ber that I thought I broke my
arm, but it turned out to be
nothing,” Scioli said.

At the riot scene, many ran
down neighboring streets to
porches and houses to escape
the sting of the tear gas. The gas
wafted along Allen Street, send-
ing families at the tie-dye shirt
and string-your-own-beads
stands racing for their cars.

By 9:30, the disturbance be-
gan to dissipate. Police initially
left but returned and stayed un-
til midnight when a fresh bon-
fire was lit in the street.

Police would arrest 30 peo-
ple that night, and nine people
— including Scioli and his part-
ner — were taken to a hospital.

The consequences of the riot
were immediate.

Afterward, citizens blamed
police for overreacting and us-
ing tear gas just like they had a
month earlier at UB. Using the
gas, police said, was better than
beating people with nightsticks.

Public anger ensues
Allentown residents held

public meetings to discuss the
riot and the police action.

When police Lt. Thomas F.
Higgins, who 16 years later
would become Erie County
sheriff, walked into a June 15
meeting at Shaw Memorial
Church, the crowdmade it clear
that he was unwelcome.

They shouted at him and
called him a pig. It was not
worth staying, Higgins decided.
Hewasmarried with three chil-
dren, and the crowd at that
church was angry.

“I almost got crowned. They
were ready to draw and quarter
me, and hang me by the stee-
ple,” Higgins said this week.

More public meetings fol-

lowed the one attended by Hig-
gins — including a June 17
meeting that attracted nearly
350 people and at least one
man who claimed to be a mem-
ber of the Black Panther Party.

The commotion over the riot
largely died down over the next
few months — until festival
supporters started trying to or-
ganize for 1971.

Mayor Frank A. Sedita
seemed essentially against the
idea of the festival coming back.
Police Chief Frank N. Felicetta
worried about keeping control.
Fire Commissioner Robert B.
Howard feared that if fires were
set again, people would clog the
streets and make it impassable
for firefighting equipment.

Striking a historic deal
Too much could go wrong.

The stakes — potentially hu-
man life — were too high, the
city told the festival’s support-
ers, including the group respon-
sible for organizing the festival,
the Allentown Village Society.

Eventually a deal was struck.
The organizers accepted the
city’s demands, and the city let
the festival go on, in a form that
it has followed ever since.

“At that point, we agreed,
and it was a step forward for
us,” said Mary M. Myszkiewicz,
the current Allentown Society
president. “This had gotten out
of hand. It was too large.”

In 1971, the festival allowed
only 450 artists to set up, down
from 700 in the year of the riot.
No one — not even children
selling lemonade on their front
lawn — was allowed without
the festival’s permission.

Artists had to sell handmade
work. Nothing bought and re-
sold would be allowed. The art-
ists were confined to their as-
signed areas, which today
measure 10 by 13 feet.

No onewas allowed to set up
outside of the festival’s bound-
aries. Vendors no longer set up
on both sides of Allen and
Franklin streets. No side streets,
either. The festival became jur-
ied soon after the riot, too.

Recalling fateful night
The festival’s opening and

closing times were strictly en-
forced, and artists were expect-
ed to sling drapes over their
stalls promptly when the festi-
val ends. The Allentown Society
now is patrolled by off-duty po-
lice, as well as a contingent of
mounted sheriff’s deputies and
on-duty police.

The 1970s were the festival’s
teenage years — full of growing
pains and growing formality.

“Things got a little too big
and out of hand, but then you
mature and settle down,” Mysz-
kiewicz said.

About 300,000 people are
expected to attend this year’s
festival, which runs from 11 a.m.
to 6 p.m. Saturday and Sunday.

Even Scioli, the patrolman
summoned to Allentown on
that fateful night 40 years ago,
expects he will go to the festival
with his wife this weekend, as
they have plenty of times.

“Every time I walk down the
street, I always think back on
it,” Scioli said. “But like I said,
‘No hard feelings.’ ”

e-mail: abrown@buffnews.com

Hard cap could reduce
leak to ‘almost zero’
SPILL • fromA1

An Alabama property owner
who has lost vast sums of rental
income angrily confronted a BP
executive at a town meeting.

BP spokesman Mark Proe-
gler disputed any notion that
the claims process is slow or
that the company is dragging
its feet.

Proegler said BP has cut the
time to process claims and issue
a check from 45 days to as little
as 48 hours, provided the neces-
sary documentation has been
supplied. BP officials acknowl-
edged thatwhile no claims have
been denied, thousands and
thousands of claims had not
been paid by late last week be-
cause the company required
more documentation.

The daily flow of oil remains
unknown, although a govern-
ment panel estimated 12,000 to
19,000 barrels were leaking — a
number that increasingly ap-
pears too conservative.

With additional contain-
ment equipment expected to ar-
rive in the next few weeks,
cleanup overseers will be able
to replace the temporary cap
with a permanent, hard cap,
“which means we could take
leakage down to almost zero,”
Allen said.

The move to swiftly bring in
new equipment comes in re-
sponse to concerns that the
ship processing oil diverted
from the well has far too little
capacity to hold all the oil that

could be diverted, leaving a
huge amount of oil and gas
pouring unchecked into the sea.

Two new vessels are now
steaming toward the gulf: a
shuttle tanker from the North
Sea that should arrive between
Saturday and Tuesday, and a
production ship that will help
offload oil to the shuttle tanker,
scheduled to arrive by June 19.

The new vessels also will al-
low oil and gas flows that are
too large for the capacity of the
on-site vessels to be burned off,
theoretically allowing incident
managers to safely capture the
entire flow from the well, Allen
said.

Allen said federal scientists
have received the first high-def-
inition video from the gulf floor
that will allow them to estimate
more precisely how much oil is
leaking.

The high-definition video
will allow a comparison with
previous videos that were part
of the previous estimation pro-
cess, Allen said.

“I’m not going to declare vic-
tory on anything until I have
absolute numbers. Showme the
number,” he said. At the same
time, he added, “I can guaran-
tee you unequivocally nobody is
low-balling anything for me,
and I will never low-ball any-
thing.”

Meanwhile, glaring errors
and omissions in BP’s oil spill
response plans have exposed a
slapdash effort to follow envi-
ronmental rules, outraging Gulf
Coast residents who can see on

their beaches how unprepared
the company was.

BP’s 582-page regional spill
plan for the gulf and its 52-page,
site-specific plan for the Deep-
water Horizon rig vastly under-
state the dangers posed by an
uncontrolled leak and vastly
overstate the company’s pre-
paredness to deal with one, ac-
cording to an Associated Press
analysis. The lengthy plans
were approved by the federal
government last year before BP
drilled its ill-fated well.

Among the errors in the re-
port: A professor is listed in
BP’s 2009 response plan for a
gulf spill as a national wildlife
expert. He died in 2005.

The plan lists cold-water
marine mammals including
walruses, sea otters, sea lions
and seals as “sensitive biologi-
cal resources.” None of those
live anywhere near the gulf.

Also, names and phone
numbers of several Texas A&M

University marine life special-
ists are wrong. So are the num-
bers for marine mammal-
stranding network offices in
Louisiana and Florida, which
are disconnected.

“The AP report paints a pic-
ture of a company that was
making it up as it went along,
while telling regulators it had
the full capability to deal with a
major spill,” Sen. Bill Nelson, D-
Fla., wrote in an e-mail to the
AP. “Weknow that wasn’t true.”

In the spill scenarios de-
tailed in the documents, fish,
marine mammals and birds es-
cape serious harm; beaches re-
main pristine; water quality is
only a temporary problem. And
those are the projections for a
leak about 10 times worse than
what has been calculated for
the ongoing disaster.

Nelson said he and Sen. Bar-
bara Boxer, D-Calif., have asked
for a criminal investigation into
some of the company’s claims.

Estimated 900 girls play hockey in the region
HOCKEY • fromA1

schools.
All these districts already of-

fer boys varsity hockey.
“Hopefully this will grow the

same way the boys’ did,” Rusin
said. “I have every confidence of
that. The districts had a lot of
courage to do this.”

Even though an estimated
900 girls ages 18 and under play
ice hockey on all-girls teams in
Western New York, only Nich-
ols, a private school, has fielded
a school-sponsored girls team
until now.

Parents have advocated for a
school-based girls league for
years. They ramped up their ef-
forts when the Williamsville
District expressed initial inter-
est in fielding a varsity team in
2008-09 but then dropped
those plans because of the lack
of local competition.

Athletic directors from dis-
tricts that already field boys
hockey teams then formed a
committee in December 2008
to seriously study the matter.
The committee produced a re-
port in July 2009 advocating
the creation of a varsity girls
league.

With the help of a grant, the
Williamsville District also spon-
sored five demonstration girls
ice hockey games between
school districts in January and
February of this year.

“This was a very calculated
process,” Rusin said.

Individual teams cost about
$24,500 to support, according
to the study committee. That

money covers coaching sti-
pends, league fees, practice ice
time, uniforms and transporta-
tion. Players usually cover the
cost of their own sticks and
gear.

Because of the difficult bud-
get year, parents from the Or-
chard Park and Amherst dis-
tricts offered to raise themoney
needed to field the girls teams
in 2010-11 if the district would
sanction them.

“They reluctantly agreed,”
said Posner, themother of a ris-
ing senior skater attending Am-
herst High School. “I don’t
think they thought we could do
it.”

Amherst has raised more
than $14,000 so far, $11,000 of
it coming from one family. The
rest has been raised by small-
bill bake sales andmajor contri-
butions from the Amherst
Alumni Association, she said.

“We need at least another
$5,000,” she said. “This sum-
mer we’ll be out there doing car
washes and whatever else we
need to raise money.”

James R. Higgins Jr., the Or-
chard Park athletic director,
said the money for a girls hock-
ey team was originally in the
district budget but got taken
out later.

“There was no way in good
conscience, with all the reduc-
tions we had to do, to start up a
girls hockey team,” he said.

But as in Amherst, the dis-
trict waswilling to have parents
and community members foot
the bill. Since Orchard Park is
part of a combined team with
the Frontier District, the com-

munity only needs to raise
$12,250, half the total amount.

Higgins said he will put
money in the athletic budget
next year to support the girls
team and hopes for a better
budget climate.

“If we’re in a situationwhere
we can assume it, that’s what
we ultimately want to do,” he
said.

Rusin heaped praise on the
school districts that have com-
mitted to being founding teams
in the league.

“If I had to choose six dis-
tricts to work with, it would be
these six,” he said. “These dis-
tricts were looking to do this.
They weren’t forced to do this.”

The boys ice hockey league
formed 22 years ago with eight
teams that eventually expanded
to 24. Rusin said he expects the
same thing to happen with the
girls league, with additional dis-
tricts signing on in the coming
years. He does not rule out the
possibility of even incorporat-
ing some Rochester area teams
down the road.

Maggie Ryan, a rising senior
at Kenmore West High School
who has played hockey since
she was 8, said she’s excited to
represent her district.

“It’s going to be a bigger
deal, definitely,” said Ryan, 17.
“I’m just really glad that I’ve got
the chance to start it off.”

Rusin said the new league
wants to work with community
leagues that have existing girls
hockey programs to eliminate
the likelihood of competing
schedules.

“I’m sure it’s going to work

out,” he said.

The athletic directors for all
the districts will meet today to
create a new governing board
for the league and develop a
schedule, Rusin said.

He expressed concern about
the short timetable the league
has to get everything ready to
start in the fall, but he said the
school community already has
come a long way simply by
making a public commitment
to the sport.

“Quite frankly,” he said, “I
think people thought this
would never happen.”

News Staff Reporter Barbara
O’Brien contributed to this report.
e-mail: stan@buffnews.com

Associated Press

Aworkeruses a suctionhose to vacuumupoil fromthe spill
thatwashedashoreWednesday inBelleTerre,La.

Continued from the cover

1.Do you have an old
bank account, insur-
ance claim ormissing

tax refund? The state is sit-
ting on $9.9billion in un-
claimed funds, and State
Comptroller Thomas Di-
Napoli wants to return the
cash to its rightful owners.
To help find them, Di-
Napoli’s office is holding an
unclaimed-funds outreach
session from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. in Adam’sMarkHotel
in downtown Buffalo.
Staffers will be on hand to
help search for those for-
gotten accounts.

• • •

2.The Boston Celtics
failed to cash in on
home court advan-

tage in Game Three of the
NBAfinals Tuesday night
in TD Boston Gardens, al-
lowing the Los Angeles
Lakers to take a 2-1 lead in
the seven-game series. That
makes tonight’s contest
look like a truly pivotal mo-
ment. If the Celts win, they
can pick upmomentum for
the third and last game in
Boston over the weekend.
If they don’t, the Lakers
will need just one more vic-
tory to clinch their second
straight title.

• • •

3.IskaloDevelopment’s
ElectricTower, easi-
ly themost change-

able building in the down-
town skyline, will be illumi-
nated pink this evening and
again Friday and Saturday
in celebration of all area
breast cancer survivors and
tomark the 10th anniver-
sary of the Susan G. Komen
Western New York Race for
the Cure. The race steps off
at 10 a.m. Saturday from
the Rose Garden in
Delaware Park. It is expect-
ed to draw 7,000 partici-
pants.

• • •

4.The 30th annual
ChaseCorporate
Challenge takes over

Delaware Park this evening
for a 3.5-mile road race, and
is showing a rebound from
last year’s depressed atten-
dance. Organizers expect
that it will attract the sec-
ond-biggest crowd of all
time— 11,457 participants
from 405 companies, 15
percent higher than 2009.
Kaleida Health will field the
biggest group, 626 entrants,
followed by Buffalo Public
Schools with 342, Ingram
Micro with 308 andM&T
Bankwith 292. Official
starters will be Buffalo
Mayor ByronW. Brown and
County Executive Chris
Collins. The JPMorgan
Chase Foundation will
make a donation for each
entry to the Police Athletic
League of Buffalo. Mo-
torists should plan to avoid
the streets around the park
after 4 p.m.

• • •

5.There could be
something for every-
one at tonight’s

fundraiser for Hamburg
TheatreUndertheStars.
Musical acts and stand-up
comics will be performing
from 7 to 10 p.m. in Coyote
Cafe, 36Main St., Ham-
burg. Musical acts include
Alison Pipitone, Heard of
Buffalo, Heidi Maria and
Maria Peach of the Peaches.
Stand-up comicsMarkWal-
ton and Kristen Becker will
be joking it up. Tickets can
be purchased at the
door. Formore
information,
call 648-6963.

• • •

6.The long-awaitedseason opener for
Thursdayat the

Square is here, and there’s a
rootsy double bill kicking
things off at 5 p.m. in
Lafayette Square. First up is
folk-rock singer-songwriter
Tift Merritt, who has just
released her fourth studio
album, “See You on the
Moon.” Headliner is alt-
country singer-songwriter
Alejandro Escovedo, a for-
mer punk-rocker long
revered in his hometown of
Austin, Texas, and finally
getting the wider attention
he deserves. Stick around

for the encore, and
there’s a good
chance you’ll hear
him do his right-
eous version of
Mott the
Hoople’s David
Bowie song, “All
the Young
Dudes.”

• • •

7.Womenwhowant to
get involved in the
politicalprocess, ei-

ther by running for office or
working on election cam-
paigns, can get some in-
sights fromwomenwho
have run andwon at a pro-
gram this evening spon-
sored by the YWCA ofWest-
ern New York’s Institute for
Public Leadership. “Hand-
shakes and Comfortable
Shoes 101” will be held from
5:30 to 8 p.m. in School-
house Commons, 1005
Grant St. Guest speakers in-
clude Erie County Clerk
Kathy Hochul, Buffalo
Council Member Bonnie
Russell and Erie County
Surrogate Judge Barbara
Howe. The cost is $20 and
includes a light dinner. To
reserve a seat, or for more
information, e-mail Teresa
Glanowski at
tglanowski@ywca-wny.org
or call 852-6120, Ext. 123.

• • •

Seven By Seven
Seven things you need to know by 7 a.m.

Don’tmissonbuffalonews.com:
How do youmake ordinary grilled veg-
etables extraordinary? Go nuts! News
FoodWriter AndrewGalarneau shows
you how tomake toasted walnut
dressing on video.buffalonews.com.
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Corrections
Two people facing charges

for having sex on a picnic table
Friday were arrested in Bata-
via’s Farrall Park. The park’s
name was incorrect in Tues-
day’s editions.

• • •

The Buffalo News corrects
published errors of substance.
To request a correction, please
notify the editor by writing to:
P.O. Box 100, Buffalo, NY 14240.
Or call The News at 849-4444
and ask to speak to the editor of
the department in which the ar-
ticle was published. Or fax your
request to 856-5150.

Healing itself, festival
matures, settles down

RIOT • fromA1

versity at Buffalo after the fatal
shooting of four students by
National Guardsmen at Kent
State University on May 4.

The Allentown riot came to
have both short- and long-term
consequences for police, civil-
ians and festival organizers.

It almost ended the festival.
Deals and promises were re-
quired to bring it back the next
year. And it became a very dif-
ferent festival.

No longer a drink-until-dusk
affair, the festival grew smaller
and started operating under
strict regulations. Organizers
placed tighter control over the
numbers of artists, where they
set up and how the event was
put together, making it look
much like the festival that will
set up Saturday and Sunday.

On that June night in 1970,
police, and later sheriff’s depu-
ties, too, wouldn’t leave the area
until nearly midnight. They
continued to launch tear gas in-
to the crowd by hand and gre-
nade launcher.

Rioters lit street fires using
the debris and kept up the bar-
rage of bottles and rocks.

When a bottlewas thrown at
Scioli, he caught it and went in-
to the crowd to arrest the man
who threw it. But as he waded
in, he was kicked and punched.

Fleeing the tear gas
Scioli was pulled out of the

fray, and his partner drove him
to Sisters Hospital. “I remem-
ber that I thought I broke my
arm, but it turned out to be
nothing,” Scioli said.

At the riot scene, many ran
down neighboring streets to
porches and houses to escape
the sting of the tear gas. The gas
wafted along Allen Street, send-
ing families at the tie-dye shirt
and string-your-own-beads
stands racing for their cars.

By 9:30, the disturbance be-
gan to dissipate. Police initially
left but returned and stayed un-
til midnight when a fresh bon-
fire was lit in the street.

Police would arrest 30 peo-
ple that night, and nine people
— including Scioli and his part-
ner — were taken to a hospital.

The consequences of the riot
were immediate.

Afterward, citizens blamed
police for overreacting and us-
ing tear gas just like they had a
month earlier at UB. Using the
gas, police said, was better than
beating people with nightsticks.

Public anger ensues
Allentown residents held

public meetings to discuss the
riot and the police action.

When police Lt. Thomas F.
Higgins, who 16 years later
would become Erie County
sheriff, walked into a June 15
meeting at Shaw Memorial
Church, the crowdmade it clear
that he was unwelcome.

They shouted at him and
called him a pig. It was not
worth staying, Higgins decided.
Hewasmarried with three chil-
dren, and the crowd at that
church was angry.

“I almost got crowned. They
were ready to draw and quarter
me, and hang me by the stee-
ple,” Higgins said this week.

More public meetings fol-

lowed the one attended by Hig-
gins — including a June 17
meeting that attracted nearly
350 people and at least one
man who claimed to be a mem-
ber of the Black Panther Party.

The commotion over the riot
largely died down over the next
few months — until festival
supporters started trying to or-
ganize for 1971.

Mayor Frank A. Sedita
seemed essentially against the
idea of the festival coming back.
Police Chief Frank N. Felicetta
worried about keeping control.
Fire Commissioner Robert B.
Howard feared that if fires were
set again, people would clog the
streets and make it impassable
for firefighting equipment.

Striking a historic deal
Too much could go wrong.

The stakes — potentially hu-
man life — were too high, the
city told the festival’s support-
ers, including the group respon-
sible for organizing the festival,
the Allentown Village Society.

Eventually a deal was struck.
The organizers accepted the
city’s demands, and the city let
the festival go on, in a form that
it has followed ever since.

“At that point, we agreed,
and it was a step forward for
us,” said Mary M. Myszkiewicz,
the current Allentown Society
president. “This had gotten out
of hand. It was too large.”

In 1971, the festival allowed
only 450 artists to set up, down
from 700 in the year of the riot.
No one — not even children
selling lemonade on their front
lawn — was allowed without
the festival’s permission.

Artists had to sell handmade
work. Nothing bought and re-
sold would be allowed. The art-
ists were confined to their as-
signed areas, which today
measure 10 by 13 feet.

No onewas allowed to set up
outside of the festival’s bound-
aries. Vendors no longer set up
on both sides of Allen and
Franklin streets. No side streets,
either. The festival became jur-
ied soon after the riot, too.

Recalling fateful night
The festival’s opening and

closing times were strictly en-
forced, and artists were expect-
ed to sling drapes over their
stalls promptly when the festi-
val ends. The Allentown Society
now is patrolled by off-duty po-
lice, as well as a contingent of
mounted sheriff’s deputies and
on-duty police.

The 1970s were the festival’s
teenage years — full of growing
pains and growing formality.

“Things got a little too big
and out of hand, but then you
mature and settle down,” Mysz-
kiewicz said.

About 300,000 people are
expected to attend this year’s
festival, which runs from 11 a.m.
to 6 p.m. Saturday and Sunday.

Even Scioli, the patrolman
summoned to Allentown on
that fateful night 40 years ago,
expects he will go to the festival
with his wife this weekend, as
they have plenty of times.

“Every time I walk down the
street, I always think back on
it,” Scioli said. “But like I said,
‘No hard feelings.’ ”

e-mail: abrown@buffnews.com

Hard cap could reduce
leak to ‘almost zero’
SPILL • fromA1

An Alabama property owner
who has lost vast sums of rental
income angrily confronted a BP
executive at a town meeting.

BP spokesman Mark Proe-
gler disputed any notion that
the claims process is slow or
that the company is dragging
its feet.

Proegler said BP has cut the
time to process claims and issue
a check from 45 days to as little
as 48 hours, provided the neces-
sary documentation has been
supplied. BP officials acknowl-
edged thatwhile no claims have
been denied, thousands and
thousands of claims had not
been paid by late last week be-
cause the company required
more documentation.

The daily flow of oil remains
unknown, although a govern-
ment panel estimated 12,000 to
19,000 barrels were leaking — a
number that increasingly ap-
pears too conservative.

With additional contain-
ment equipment expected to ar-
rive in the next few weeks,
cleanup overseers will be able
to replace the temporary cap
with a permanent, hard cap,
“which means we could take
leakage down to almost zero,”
Allen said.

The move to swiftly bring in
new equipment comes in re-
sponse to concerns that the
ship processing oil diverted
from the well has far too little
capacity to hold all the oil that

could be diverted, leaving a
huge amount of oil and gas
pouring unchecked into the sea.

Two new vessels are now
steaming toward the gulf: a
shuttle tanker from the North
Sea that should arrive between
Saturday and Tuesday, and a
production ship that will help
offload oil to the shuttle tanker,
scheduled to arrive by June 19.

The new vessels also will al-
low oil and gas flows that are
too large for the capacity of the
on-site vessels to be burned off,
theoretically allowing incident
managers to safely capture the
entire flow from the well, Allen
said.

Allen said federal scientists
have received the first high-def-
inition video from the gulf floor
that will allow them to estimate
more precisely how much oil is
leaking.

The high-definition video
will allow a comparison with
previous videos that were part
of the previous estimation pro-
cess, Allen said.

“I’m not going to declare vic-
tory on anything until I have
absolute numbers. Showme the
number,” he said. At the same
time, he added, “I can guaran-
tee you unequivocally nobody is
low-balling anything for me,
and I will never low-ball any-
thing.”

Meanwhile, glaring errors
and omissions in BP’s oil spill
response plans have exposed a
slapdash effort to follow envi-
ronmental rules, outraging Gulf
Coast residents who can see on

their beaches how unprepared
the company was.

BP’s 582-page regional spill
plan for the gulf and its 52-page,
site-specific plan for the Deep-
water Horizon rig vastly under-
state the dangers posed by an
uncontrolled leak and vastly
overstate the company’s pre-
paredness to deal with one, ac-
cording to an Associated Press
analysis. The lengthy plans
were approved by the federal
government last year before BP
drilled its ill-fated well.

Among the errors in the re-
port: A professor is listed in
BP’s 2009 response plan for a
gulf spill as a national wildlife
expert. He died in 2005.

The plan lists cold-water
marine mammals including
walruses, sea otters, sea lions
and seals as “sensitive biologi-
cal resources.” None of those
live anywhere near the gulf.

Also, names and phone
numbers of several Texas A&M

University marine life special-
ists are wrong. So are the num-
bers for marine mammal-
stranding network offices in
Louisiana and Florida, which
are disconnected.

“The AP report paints a pic-
ture of a company that was
making it up as it went along,
while telling regulators it had
the full capability to deal with a
major spill,” Sen. Bill Nelson, D-
Fla., wrote in an e-mail to the
AP. “Weknow that wasn’t true.”

In the spill scenarios de-
tailed in the documents, fish,
marine mammals and birds es-
cape serious harm; beaches re-
main pristine; water quality is
only a temporary problem. And
those are the projections for a
leak about 10 times worse than
what has been calculated for
the ongoing disaster.

Nelson said he and Sen. Bar-
bara Boxer, D-Calif., have asked
for a criminal investigation into
some of the company’s claims.

Estimated 900 girls play hockey in the region
HOCKEY • fromA1

schools.
All these districts already of-

fer boys varsity hockey.
“Hopefully this will grow the

same way the boys’ did,” Rusin
said. “I have every confidence of
that. The districts had a lot of
courage to do this.”

Even though an estimated
900 girls ages 18 and under play
ice hockey on all-girls teams in
Western New York, only Nich-
ols, a private school, has fielded
a school-sponsored girls team
until now.

Parents have advocated for a
school-based girls league for
years. They ramped up their ef-
forts when the Williamsville
District expressed initial inter-
est in fielding a varsity team in
2008-09 but then dropped
those plans because of the lack
of local competition.

Athletic directors from dis-
tricts that already field boys
hockey teams then formed a
committee in December 2008
to seriously study the matter.
The committee produced a re-
port in July 2009 advocating
the creation of a varsity girls
league.

With the help of a grant, the
Williamsville District also spon-
sored five demonstration girls
ice hockey games between
school districts in January and
February of this year.

“This was a very calculated
process,” Rusin said.

Individual teams cost about
$24,500 to support, according
to the study committee. That

money covers coaching sti-
pends, league fees, practice ice
time, uniforms and transporta-
tion. Players usually cover the
cost of their own sticks and
gear.

Because of the difficult bud-
get year, parents from the Or-
chard Park and Amherst dis-
tricts offered to raise themoney
needed to field the girls teams
in 2010-11 if the district would
sanction them.

“They reluctantly agreed,”
said Posner, themother of a ris-
ing senior skater attending Am-
herst High School. “I don’t
think they thought we could do
it.”

Amherst has raised more
than $14,000 so far, $11,000 of
it coming from one family. The
rest has been raised by small-
bill bake sales andmajor contri-
butions from the Amherst
Alumni Association, she said.

“We need at least another
$5,000,” she said. “This sum-
mer we’ll be out there doing car
washes and whatever else we
need to raise money.”

James R. Higgins Jr., the Or-
chard Park athletic director,
said the money for a girls hock-
ey team was originally in the
district budget but got taken
out later.

“There was no way in good
conscience, with all the reduc-
tions we had to do, to start up a
girls hockey team,” he said.

But as in Amherst, the dis-
trict waswilling to have parents
and community members foot
the bill. Since Orchard Park is
part of a combined team with
the Frontier District, the com-

munity only needs to raise
$12,250, half the total amount.

Higgins said he will put
money in the athletic budget
next year to support the girls
team and hopes for a better
budget climate.

“If we’re in a situationwhere
we can assume it, that’s what
we ultimately want to do,” he
said.

Rusin heaped praise on the
school districts that have com-
mitted to being founding teams
in the league.

“If I had to choose six dis-
tricts to work with, it would be
these six,” he said. “These dis-
tricts were looking to do this.
They weren’t forced to do this.”

The boys ice hockey league
formed 22 years ago with eight
teams that eventually expanded
to 24. Rusin said he expects the
same thing to happen with the
girls league, with additional dis-
tricts signing on in the coming
years. He does not rule out the
possibility of even incorporat-
ing some Rochester area teams
down the road.

Maggie Ryan, a rising senior
at Kenmore West High School
who has played hockey since
she was 8, said she’s excited to
represent her district.

“It’s going to be a bigger
deal, definitely,” said Ryan, 17.
“I’m just really glad that I’ve got
the chance to start it off.”

Rusin said the new league
wants to work with community
leagues that have existing girls
hockey programs to eliminate
the likelihood of competing
schedules.

“I’m sure it’s going to work

out,” he said.

The athletic directors for all
the districts will meet today to
create a new governing board
for the league and develop a
schedule, Rusin said.

He expressed concern about
the short timetable the league
has to get everything ready to
start in the fall, but he said the
school community already has
come a long way simply by
making a public commitment
to the sport.

“Quite frankly,” he said, “I
think people thought this
would never happen.”

News Staff Reporter Barbara
O’Brien contributed to this report.
e-mail: stan@buffnews.com

Associated Press

Aworkeruses a suctionhose to vacuumupoil fromthe spill
thatwashedashoreWednesday inBelleTerre,La.

Continued from the cover

1.Do you have an old
bank account, insur-
ance claim ormissing

tax refund? The state is sit-
ting on $9.9billion in un-
claimed funds, and State
Comptroller Thomas Di-
Napoli wants to return the
cash to its rightful owners.
To help find them, Di-
Napoli’s office is holding an
unclaimed-funds outreach
session from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. in Adam’sMarkHotel
in downtown Buffalo.
Staffers will be on hand to
help search for those for-
gotten accounts.

• • •

2.The Boston Celtics
failed to cash in on
home court advan-

tage in Game Three of the
NBAfinals Tuesday night
in TD Boston Gardens, al-
lowing the Los Angeles
Lakers to take a 2-1 lead in
the seven-game series. That
makes tonight’s contest
look like a truly pivotal mo-
ment. If the Celts win, they
can pick upmomentum for
the third and last game in
Boston over the weekend.
If they don’t, the Lakers
will need just one more vic-
tory to clinch their second
straight title.

• • •

3.IskaloDevelopment’s
ElectricTower, easi-
ly themost change-

able building in the down-
town skyline, will be illumi-
nated pink this evening and
again Friday and Saturday
in celebration of all area
breast cancer survivors and
tomark the 10th anniver-
sary of the Susan G. Komen
Western New York Race for
the Cure. The race steps off
at 10 a.m. Saturday from
the Rose Garden in
Delaware Park. It is expect-
ed to draw 7,000 partici-
pants.

• • •

4.The 30th annual
ChaseCorporate
Challenge takes over

Delaware Park this evening
for a 3.5-mile road race, and
is showing a rebound from
last year’s depressed atten-
dance. Organizers expect
that it will attract the sec-
ond-biggest crowd of all
time— 11,457 participants
from 405 companies, 15
percent higher than 2009.
Kaleida Health will field the
biggest group, 626 entrants,
followed by Buffalo Public
Schools with 342, Ingram
Micro with 308 andM&T
Bankwith 292. Official
starters will be Buffalo
Mayor ByronW. Brown and
County Executive Chris
Collins. The JPMorgan
Chase Foundation will
make a donation for each
entry to the Police Athletic
League of Buffalo. Mo-
torists should plan to avoid
the streets around the park
after 4 p.m.

• • •

5.There could be
something for every-
one at tonight’s

fundraiser for Hamburg
TheatreUndertheStars.
Musical acts and stand-up
comics will be performing
from 7 to 10 p.m. in Coyote
Cafe, 36Main St., Ham-
burg. Musical acts include
Alison Pipitone, Heard of
Buffalo, Heidi Maria and
Maria Peach of the Peaches.
Stand-up comicsMarkWal-
ton and Kristen Becker will
be joking it up. Tickets can
be purchased at the
door. Formore
information,
call 648-6963.

• • •

6.The long-awaitedseason opener for
Thursdayat the

Square is here, and there’s a
rootsy double bill kicking
things off at 5 p.m. in
Lafayette Square. First up is
folk-rock singer-songwriter
Tift Merritt, who has just
released her fourth studio
album, “See You on the
Moon.” Headliner is alt-
country singer-songwriter
Alejandro Escovedo, a for-
mer punk-rocker long
revered in his hometown of
Austin, Texas, and finally
getting the wider attention
he deserves. Stick around

for the encore, and
there’s a good
chance you’ll hear
him do his right-
eous version of
Mott the
Hoople’s David
Bowie song, “All
the Young
Dudes.”

• • •

7.Womenwhowant to
get involved in the
politicalprocess, ei-

ther by running for office or
working on election cam-
paigns, can get some in-
sights fromwomenwho
have run andwon at a pro-
gram this evening spon-
sored by the YWCA ofWest-
ern New York’s Institute for
Public Leadership. “Hand-
shakes and Comfortable
Shoes 101” will be held from
5:30 to 8 p.m. in School-
house Commons, 1005
Grant St. Guest speakers in-
clude Erie County Clerk
Kathy Hochul, Buffalo
Council Member Bonnie
Russell and Erie County
Surrogate Judge Barbara
Howe. The cost is $20 and
includes a light dinner. To
reserve a seat, or for more
information, e-mail Teresa
Glanowski at
tglanowski@ywca-wny.org
or call 852-6120, Ext. 123.

• • •

Seven By Seven
Seven things you need to know by 7 a.m.

Don’tmissonbuffalonews.com:
How do youmake ordinary grilled veg-
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Corrections
Two people facing charges

for having sex on a picnic table
Friday were arrested in Bata-
via’s Farrall Park. The park’s
name was incorrect in Tues-
day’s editions.

• • •

The Buffalo News corrects
published errors of substance.
To request a correction, please
notify the editor by writing to:
P.O. Box 100, Buffalo, NY 14240.
Or call The News at 849-4444
and ask to speak to the editor of
the department in which the ar-
ticle was published. Or fax your
request to 856-5150.

Healing itself, festival
matures, settles down

RIOT • fromA1

versity at Buffalo after the fatal
shooting of four students by
National Guardsmen at Kent
State University on May 4.

The Allentown riot came to
have both short- and long-term
consequences for police, civil-
ians and festival organizers.

It almost ended the festival.
Deals and promises were re-
quired to bring it back the next
year. And it became a very dif-
ferent festival.

No longer a drink-until-dusk
affair, the festival grew smaller
and started operating under
strict regulations. Organizers
placed tighter control over the
numbers of artists, where they
set up and how the event was
put together, making it look
much like the festival that will
set up Saturday and Sunday.

On that June night in 1970,
police, and later sheriff’s depu-
ties, too, wouldn’t leave the area
until nearly midnight. They
continued to launch tear gas in-
to the crowd by hand and gre-
nade launcher.

Rioters lit street fires using
the debris and kept up the bar-
rage of bottles and rocks.

When a bottlewas thrown at
Scioli, he caught it and went in-
to the crowd to arrest the man
who threw it. But as he waded
in, he was kicked and punched.

Fleeing the tear gas
Scioli was pulled out of the

fray, and his partner drove him
to Sisters Hospital. “I remem-
ber that I thought I broke my
arm, but it turned out to be
nothing,” Scioli said.

At the riot scene, many ran
down neighboring streets to
porches and houses to escape
the sting of the tear gas. The gas
wafted along Allen Street, send-
ing families at the tie-dye shirt
and string-your-own-beads
stands racing for their cars.

By 9:30, the disturbance be-
gan to dissipate. Police initially
left but returned and stayed un-
til midnight when a fresh bon-
fire was lit in the street.

Police would arrest 30 peo-
ple that night, and nine people
— including Scioli and his part-
ner — were taken to a hospital.

The consequences of the riot
were immediate.

Afterward, citizens blamed
police for overreacting and us-
ing tear gas just like they had a
month earlier at UB. Using the
gas, police said, was better than
beating people with nightsticks.

Public anger ensues
Allentown residents held

public meetings to discuss the
riot and the police action.

When police Lt. Thomas F.
Higgins, who 16 years later
would become Erie County
sheriff, walked into a June 15
meeting at Shaw Memorial
Church, the crowdmade it clear
that he was unwelcome.

They shouted at him and
called him a pig. It was not
worth staying, Higgins decided.
Hewasmarried with three chil-
dren, and the crowd at that
church was angry.

“I almost got crowned. They
were ready to draw and quarter
me, and hang me by the stee-
ple,” Higgins said this week.

More public meetings fol-

lowed the one attended by Hig-
gins — including a June 17
meeting that attracted nearly
350 people and at least one
man who claimed to be a mem-
ber of the Black Panther Party.

The commotion over the riot
largely died down over the next
few months — until festival
supporters started trying to or-
ganize for 1971.

Mayor Frank A. Sedita
seemed essentially against the
idea of the festival coming back.
Police Chief Frank N. Felicetta
worried about keeping control.
Fire Commissioner Robert B.
Howard feared that if fires were
set again, people would clog the
streets and make it impassable
for firefighting equipment.

Striking a historic deal
Too much could go wrong.

The stakes — potentially hu-
man life — were too high, the
city told the festival’s support-
ers, including the group respon-
sible for organizing the festival,
the Allentown Village Society.

Eventually a deal was struck.
The organizers accepted the
city’s demands, and the city let
the festival go on, in a form that
it has followed ever since.

“At that point, we agreed,
and it was a step forward for
us,” said Mary M. Myszkiewicz,
the current Allentown Society
president. “This had gotten out
of hand. It was too large.”

In 1971, the festival allowed
only 450 artists to set up, down
from 700 in the year of the riot.
No one — not even children
selling lemonade on their front
lawn — was allowed without
the festival’s permission.

Artists had to sell handmade
work. Nothing bought and re-
sold would be allowed. The art-
ists were confined to their as-
signed areas, which today
measure 10 by 13 feet.

No onewas allowed to set up
outside of the festival’s bound-
aries. Vendors no longer set up
on both sides of Allen and
Franklin streets. No side streets,
either. The festival became jur-
ied soon after the riot, too.

Recalling fateful night
The festival’s opening and

closing times were strictly en-
forced, and artists were expect-
ed to sling drapes over their
stalls promptly when the festi-
val ends. The Allentown Society
now is patrolled by off-duty po-
lice, as well as a contingent of
mounted sheriff’s deputies and
on-duty police.

The 1970s were the festival’s
teenage years — full of growing
pains and growing formality.

“Things got a little too big
and out of hand, but then you
mature and settle down,” Mysz-
kiewicz said.

About 300,000 people are
expected to attend this year’s
festival, which runs from 11 a.m.
to 6 p.m. Saturday and Sunday.

Even Scioli, the patrolman
summoned to Allentown on
that fateful night 40 years ago,
expects he will go to the festival
with his wife this weekend, as
they have plenty of times.

“Every time I walk down the
street, I always think back on
it,” Scioli said. “But like I said,
‘No hard feelings.’ ”

e-mail: abrown@buffnews.com

Hard cap could reduce
leak to ‘almost zero’
SPILL • fromA1

An Alabama property owner
who has lost vast sums of rental
income angrily confronted a BP
executive at a town meeting.

BP spokesman Mark Proe-
gler disputed any notion that
the claims process is slow or
that the company is dragging
its feet.

Proegler said BP has cut the
time to process claims and issue
a check from 45 days to as little
as 48 hours, provided the neces-
sary documentation has been
supplied. BP officials acknowl-
edged thatwhile no claims have
been denied, thousands and
thousands of claims had not
been paid by late last week be-
cause the company required
more documentation.

The daily flow of oil remains
unknown, although a govern-
ment panel estimated 12,000 to
19,000 barrels were leaking — a
number that increasingly ap-
pears too conservative.

With additional contain-
ment equipment expected to ar-
rive in the next few weeks,
cleanup overseers will be able
to replace the temporary cap
with a permanent, hard cap,
“which means we could take
leakage down to almost zero,”
Allen said.

The move to swiftly bring in
new equipment comes in re-
sponse to concerns that the
ship processing oil diverted
from the well has far too little
capacity to hold all the oil that

could be diverted, leaving a
huge amount of oil and gas
pouring unchecked into the sea.

Two new vessels are now
steaming toward the gulf: a
shuttle tanker from the North
Sea that should arrive between
Saturday and Tuesday, and a
production ship that will help
offload oil to the shuttle tanker,
scheduled to arrive by June 19.

The new vessels also will al-
low oil and gas flows that are
too large for the capacity of the
on-site vessels to be burned off,
theoretically allowing incident
managers to safely capture the
entire flow from the well, Allen
said.

Allen said federal scientists
have received the first high-def-
inition video from the gulf floor
that will allow them to estimate
more precisely how much oil is
leaking.

The high-definition video
will allow a comparison with
previous videos that were part
of the previous estimation pro-
cess, Allen said.

“I’m not going to declare vic-
tory on anything until I have
absolute numbers. Showme the
number,” he said. At the same
time, he added, “I can guaran-
tee you unequivocally nobody is
low-balling anything for me,
and I will never low-ball any-
thing.”

Meanwhile, glaring errors
and omissions in BP’s oil spill
response plans have exposed a
slapdash effort to follow envi-
ronmental rules, outraging Gulf
Coast residents who can see on

their beaches how unprepared
the company was.

BP’s 582-page regional spill
plan for the gulf and its 52-page,
site-specific plan for the Deep-
water Horizon rig vastly under-
state the dangers posed by an
uncontrolled leak and vastly
overstate the company’s pre-
paredness to deal with one, ac-
cording to an Associated Press
analysis. The lengthy plans
were approved by the federal
government last year before BP
drilled its ill-fated well.

Among the errors in the re-
port: A professor is listed in
BP’s 2009 response plan for a
gulf spill as a national wildlife
expert. He died in 2005.

The plan lists cold-water
marine mammals including
walruses, sea otters, sea lions
and seals as “sensitive biologi-
cal resources.” None of those
live anywhere near the gulf.

Also, names and phone
numbers of several Texas A&M

University marine life special-
ists are wrong. So are the num-
bers for marine mammal-
stranding network offices in
Louisiana and Florida, which
are disconnected.

“The AP report paints a pic-
ture of a company that was
making it up as it went along,
while telling regulators it had
the full capability to deal with a
major spill,” Sen. Bill Nelson, D-
Fla., wrote in an e-mail to the
AP. “Weknow that wasn’t true.”

In the spill scenarios de-
tailed in the documents, fish,
marine mammals and birds es-
cape serious harm; beaches re-
main pristine; water quality is
only a temporary problem. And
those are the projections for a
leak about 10 times worse than
what has been calculated for
the ongoing disaster.

Nelson said he and Sen. Bar-
bara Boxer, D-Calif., have asked
for a criminal investigation into
some of the company’s claims.

Estimated 900 girls play hockey in the region
HOCKEY • fromA1

schools.
All these districts already of-

fer boys varsity hockey.
“Hopefully this will grow the

same way the boys’ did,” Rusin
said. “I have every confidence of
that. The districts had a lot of
courage to do this.”

Even though an estimated
900 girls ages 18 and under play
ice hockey on all-girls teams in
Western New York, only Nich-
ols, a private school, has fielded
a school-sponsored girls team
until now.

Parents have advocated for a
school-based girls league for
years. They ramped up their ef-
forts when the Williamsville
District expressed initial inter-
est in fielding a varsity team in
2008-09 but then dropped
those plans because of the lack
of local competition.

Athletic directors from dis-
tricts that already field boys
hockey teams then formed a
committee in December 2008
to seriously study the matter.
The committee produced a re-
port in July 2009 advocating
the creation of a varsity girls
league.

With the help of a grant, the
Williamsville District also spon-
sored five demonstration girls
ice hockey games between
school districts in January and
February of this year.

“This was a very calculated
process,” Rusin said.

Individual teams cost about
$24,500 to support, according
to the study committee. That

money covers coaching sti-
pends, league fees, practice ice
time, uniforms and transporta-
tion. Players usually cover the
cost of their own sticks and
gear.

Because of the difficult bud-
get year, parents from the Or-
chard Park and Amherst dis-
tricts offered to raise themoney
needed to field the girls teams
in 2010-11 if the district would
sanction them.

“They reluctantly agreed,”
said Posner, themother of a ris-
ing senior skater attending Am-
herst High School. “I don’t
think they thought we could do
it.”

Amherst has raised more
than $14,000 so far, $11,000 of
it coming from one family. The
rest has been raised by small-
bill bake sales andmajor contri-
butions from the Amherst
Alumni Association, she said.

“We need at least another
$5,000,” she said. “This sum-
mer we’ll be out there doing car
washes and whatever else we
need to raise money.”

James R. Higgins Jr., the Or-
chard Park athletic director,
said the money for a girls hock-
ey team was originally in the
district budget but got taken
out later.

“There was no way in good
conscience, with all the reduc-
tions we had to do, to start up a
girls hockey team,” he said.

But as in Amherst, the dis-
trict waswilling to have parents
and community members foot
the bill. Since Orchard Park is
part of a combined team with
the Frontier District, the com-

munity only needs to raise
$12,250, half the total amount.

Higgins said he will put
money in the athletic budget
next year to support the girls
team and hopes for a better
budget climate.

“If we’re in a situationwhere
we can assume it, that’s what
we ultimately want to do,” he
said.

Rusin heaped praise on the
school districts that have com-
mitted to being founding teams
in the league.

“If I had to choose six dis-
tricts to work with, it would be
these six,” he said. “These dis-
tricts were looking to do this.
They weren’t forced to do this.”

The boys ice hockey league
formed 22 years ago with eight
teams that eventually expanded
to 24. Rusin said he expects the
same thing to happen with the
girls league, with additional dis-
tricts signing on in the coming
years. He does not rule out the
possibility of even incorporat-
ing some Rochester area teams
down the road.

Maggie Ryan, a rising senior
at Kenmore West High School
who has played hockey since
she was 8, said she’s excited to
represent her district.

“It’s going to be a bigger
deal, definitely,” said Ryan, 17.
“I’m just really glad that I’ve got
the chance to start it off.”

Rusin said the new league
wants to work with community
leagues that have existing girls
hockey programs to eliminate
the likelihood of competing
schedules.

“I’m sure it’s going to work

out,” he said.

The athletic directors for all
the districts will meet today to
create a new governing board
for the league and develop a
schedule, Rusin said.

He expressed concern about
the short timetable the league
has to get everything ready to
start in the fall, but he said the
school community already has
come a long way simply by
making a public commitment
to the sport.

“Quite frankly,” he said, “I
think people thought this
would never happen.”

News Staff Reporter Barbara
O’Brien contributed to this report.
e-mail: stan@buffnews.com

Associated Press

Aworkeruses a suctionhose to vacuumupoil fromthe spill
thatwashedashoreWednesday inBelleTerre,La.

Continued from the cover

1.Do you have an old
bank account, insur-
ance claim ormissing

tax refund? The state is sit-
ting on $9.9billion in un-
claimed funds, and State
Comptroller Thomas Di-
Napoli wants to return the
cash to its rightful owners.
To help find them, Di-
Napoli’s office is holding an
unclaimed-funds outreach
session from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. in Adam’sMarkHotel
in downtown Buffalo.
Staffers will be on hand to
help search for those for-
gotten accounts.

• • •

2.The Boston Celtics
failed to cash in on
home court advan-

tage in Game Three of the
NBAfinals Tuesday night
in TD Boston Gardens, al-
lowing the Los Angeles
Lakers to take a 2-1 lead in
the seven-game series. That
makes tonight’s contest
look like a truly pivotal mo-
ment. If the Celts win, they
can pick upmomentum for
the third and last game in
Boston over the weekend.
If they don’t, the Lakers
will need just one more vic-
tory to clinch their second
straight title.

• • •

3.IskaloDevelopment’s
ElectricTower, easi-
ly themost change-

able building in the down-
town skyline, will be illumi-
nated pink this evening and
again Friday and Saturday
in celebration of all area
breast cancer survivors and
tomark the 10th anniver-
sary of the Susan G. Komen
Western New York Race for
the Cure. The race steps off
at 10 a.m. Saturday from
the Rose Garden in
Delaware Park. It is expect-
ed to draw 7,000 partici-
pants.

• • •

4.The 30th annual
ChaseCorporate
Challenge takes over

Delaware Park this evening
for a 3.5-mile road race, and
is showing a rebound from
last year’s depressed atten-
dance. Organizers expect
that it will attract the sec-
ond-biggest crowd of all
time— 11,457 participants
from 405 companies, 15
percent higher than 2009.
Kaleida Health will field the
biggest group, 626 entrants,
followed by Buffalo Public
Schools with 342, Ingram
Micro with 308 andM&T
Bankwith 292. Official
starters will be Buffalo
Mayor ByronW. Brown and
County Executive Chris
Collins. The JPMorgan
Chase Foundation will
make a donation for each
entry to the Police Athletic
League of Buffalo. Mo-
torists should plan to avoid
the streets around the park
after 4 p.m.

• • •

5.There could be
something for every-
one at tonight’s

fundraiser for Hamburg
TheatreUndertheStars.
Musical acts and stand-up
comics will be performing
from 7 to 10 p.m. in Coyote
Cafe, 36Main St., Ham-
burg. Musical acts include
Alison Pipitone, Heard of
Buffalo, Heidi Maria and
Maria Peach of the Peaches.
Stand-up comicsMarkWal-
ton and Kristen Becker will
be joking it up. Tickets can
be purchased at the
door. Formore
information,
call 648-6963.

• • •

6.The long-awaitedseason opener for
Thursdayat the

Square is here, and there’s a
rootsy double bill kicking
things off at 5 p.m. in
Lafayette Square. First up is
folk-rock singer-songwriter
Tift Merritt, who has just
released her fourth studio
album, “See You on the
Moon.” Headliner is alt-
country singer-songwriter
Alejandro Escovedo, a for-
mer punk-rocker long
revered in his hometown of
Austin, Texas, and finally
getting the wider attention
he deserves. Stick around

for the encore, and
there’s a good
chance you’ll hear
him do his right-
eous version of
Mott the
Hoople’s David
Bowie song, “All
the Young
Dudes.”

• • •

7.Womenwhowant to
get involved in the
politicalprocess, ei-

ther by running for office or
working on election cam-
paigns, can get some in-
sights fromwomenwho
have run andwon at a pro-
gram this evening spon-
sored by the YWCA ofWest-
ern New York’s Institute for
Public Leadership. “Hand-
shakes and Comfortable
Shoes 101” will be held from
5:30 to 8 p.m. in School-
house Commons, 1005
Grant St. Guest speakers in-
clude Erie County Clerk
Kathy Hochul, Buffalo
Council Member Bonnie
Russell and Erie County
Surrogate Judge Barbara
Howe. The cost is $20 and
includes a light dinner. To
reserve a seat, or for more
information, e-mail Teresa
Glanowski at
tglanowski@ywca-wny.org
or call 852-6120, Ext. 123.

• • •

Seven By Seven
Seven things you need to know by 7 a.m.

Don’tmissonbuffalonews.com:
How do youmake ordinary grilled veg-
etables extraordinary? Go nuts! News
FoodWriter AndrewGalarneau shows
you how tomake toasted walnut
dressing on video.buffalonews.com.
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Corrections
Two people facing charges

for having sex on a picnic table
Friday were arrested in Bata-
via’s Farrall Park. The park’s
name was incorrect in Tues-
day’s editions.

• • •

The Buffalo News corrects
published errors of substance.
To request a correction, please
notify the editor by writing to:
P.O. Box 100, Buffalo, NY 14240.
Or call The News at 849-4444
and ask to speak to the editor of
the department in which the ar-
ticle was published. Or fax your
request to 856-5150.

Healing itself, festival
matures, settles down

RIOT • fromA1

versity at Buffalo after the fatal
shooting of four students by
National Guardsmen at Kent
State University on May 4.

The Allentown riot came to
have both short- and long-term
consequences for police, civil-
ians and festival organizers.

It almost ended the festival.
Deals and promises were re-
quired to bring it back the next
year. And it became a very dif-
ferent festival.

No longer a drink-until-dusk
affair, the festival grew smaller
and started operating under
strict regulations. Organizers
placed tighter control over the
numbers of artists, where they
set up and how the event was
put together, making it look
much like the festival that will
set up Saturday and Sunday.

On that June night in 1970,
police, and later sheriff’s depu-
ties, too, wouldn’t leave the area
until nearly midnight. They
continued to launch tear gas in-
to the crowd by hand and gre-
nade launcher.

Rioters lit street fires using
the debris and kept up the bar-
rage of bottles and rocks.

When a bottlewas thrown at
Scioli, he caught it and went in-
to the crowd to arrest the man
who threw it. But as he waded
in, he was kicked and punched.

Fleeing the tear gas
Scioli was pulled out of the

fray, and his partner drove him
to Sisters Hospital. “I remem-
ber that I thought I broke my
arm, but it turned out to be
nothing,” Scioli said.

At the riot scene, many ran
down neighboring streets to
porches and houses to escape
the sting of the tear gas. The gas
wafted along Allen Street, send-
ing families at the tie-dye shirt
and string-your-own-beads
stands racing for their cars.

By 9:30, the disturbance be-
gan to dissipate. Police initially
left but returned and stayed un-
til midnight when a fresh bon-
fire was lit in the street.

Police would arrest 30 peo-
ple that night, and nine people
— including Scioli and his part-
ner — were taken to a hospital.

The consequences of the riot
were immediate.

Afterward, citizens blamed
police for overreacting and us-
ing tear gas just like they had a
month earlier at UB. Using the
gas, police said, was better than
beating people with nightsticks.

Public anger ensues
Allentown residents held

public meetings to discuss the
riot and the police action.

When police Lt. Thomas F.
Higgins, who 16 years later
would become Erie County
sheriff, walked into a June 15
meeting at Shaw Memorial
Church, the crowdmade it clear
that he was unwelcome.

They shouted at him and
called him a pig. It was not
worth staying, Higgins decided.
Hewasmarried with three chil-
dren, and the crowd at that
church was angry.

“I almost got crowned. They
were ready to draw and quarter
me, and hang me by the stee-
ple,” Higgins said this week.

More public meetings fol-

lowed the one attended by Hig-
gins — including a June 17
meeting that attracted nearly
350 people and at least one
man who claimed to be a mem-
ber of the Black Panther Party.

The commotion over the riot
largely died down over the next
few months — until festival
supporters started trying to or-
ganize for 1971.

Mayor Frank A. Sedita
seemed essentially against the
idea of the festival coming back.
Police Chief Frank N. Felicetta
worried about keeping control.
Fire Commissioner Robert B.
Howard feared that if fires were
set again, people would clog the
streets and make it impassable
for firefighting equipment.

Striking a historic deal
Too much could go wrong.

The stakes — potentially hu-
man life — were too high, the
city told the festival’s support-
ers, including the group respon-
sible for organizing the festival,
the Allentown Village Society.

Eventually a deal was struck.
The organizers accepted the
city’s demands, and the city let
the festival go on, in a form that
it has followed ever since.

“At that point, we agreed,
and it was a step forward for
us,” said Mary M. Myszkiewicz,
the current Allentown Society
president. “This had gotten out
of hand. It was too large.”

In 1971, the festival allowed
only 450 artists to set up, down
from 700 in the year of the riot.
No one — not even children
selling lemonade on their front
lawn — was allowed without
the festival’s permission.

Artists had to sell handmade
work. Nothing bought and re-
sold would be allowed. The art-
ists were confined to their as-
signed areas, which today
measure 10 by 13 feet.

No onewas allowed to set up
outside of the festival’s bound-
aries. Vendors no longer set up
on both sides of Allen and
Franklin streets. No side streets,
either. The festival became jur-
ied soon after the riot, too.

Recalling fateful night
The festival’s opening and

closing times were strictly en-
forced, and artists were expect-
ed to sling drapes over their
stalls promptly when the festi-
val ends. The Allentown Society
now is patrolled by off-duty po-
lice, as well as a contingent of
mounted sheriff’s deputies and
on-duty police.

The 1970s were the festival’s
teenage years — full of growing
pains and growing formality.

“Things got a little too big
and out of hand, but then you
mature and settle down,” Mysz-
kiewicz said.

About 300,000 people are
expected to attend this year’s
festival, which runs from 11 a.m.
to 6 p.m. Saturday and Sunday.

Even Scioli, the patrolman
summoned to Allentown on
that fateful night 40 years ago,
expects he will go to the festival
with his wife this weekend, as
they have plenty of times.

“Every time I walk down the
street, I always think back on
it,” Scioli said. “But like I said,
‘No hard feelings.’ ”

e-mail: abrown@buffnews.com

Hard cap could reduce
leak to ‘almost zero’
SPILL • fromA1

An Alabama property owner
who has lost vast sums of rental
income angrily confronted a BP
executive at a town meeting.

BP spokesman Mark Proe-
gler disputed any notion that
the claims process is slow or
that the company is dragging
its feet.

Proegler said BP has cut the
time to process claims and issue
a check from 45 days to as little
as 48 hours, provided the neces-
sary documentation has been
supplied. BP officials acknowl-
edged thatwhile no claims have
been denied, thousands and
thousands of claims had not
been paid by late last week be-
cause the company required
more documentation.

The daily flow of oil remains
unknown, although a govern-
ment panel estimated 12,000 to
19,000 barrels were leaking — a
number that increasingly ap-
pears too conservative.

With additional contain-
ment equipment expected to ar-
rive in the next few weeks,
cleanup overseers will be able
to replace the temporary cap
with a permanent, hard cap,
“which means we could take
leakage down to almost zero,”
Allen said.

The move to swiftly bring in
new equipment comes in re-
sponse to concerns that the
ship processing oil diverted
from the well has far too little
capacity to hold all the oil that

could be diverted, leaving a
huge amount of oil and gas
pouring unchecked into the sea.

Two new vessels are now
steaming toward the gulf: a
shuttle tanker from the North
Sea that should arrive between
Saturday and Tuesday, and a
production ship that will help
offload oil to the shuttle tanker,
scheduled to arrive by June 19.

The new vessels also will al-
low oil and gas flows that are
too large for the capacity of the
on-site vessels to be burned off,
theoretically allowing incident
managers to safely capture the
entire flow from the well, Allen
said.

Allen said federal scientists
have received the first high-def-
inition video from the gulf floor
that will allow them to estimate
more precisely how much oil is
leaking.

The high-definition video
will allow a comparison with
previous videos that were part
of the previous estimation pro-
cess, Allen said.

“I’m not going to declare vic-
tory on anything until I have
absolute numbers. Showme the
number,” he said. At the same
time, he added, “I can guaran-
tee you unequivocally nobody is
low-balling anything for me,
and I will never low-ball any-
thing.”

Meanwhile, glaring errors
and omissions in BP’s oil spill
response plans have exposed a
slapdash effort to follow envi-
ronmental rules, outraging Gulf
Coast residents who can see on

their beaches how unprepared
the company was.

BP’s 582-page regional spill
plan for the gulf and its 52-page,
site-specific plan for the Deep-
water Horizon rig vastly under-
state the dangers posed by an
uncontrolled leak and vastly
overstate the company’s pre-
paredness to deal with one, ac-
cording to an Associated Press
analysis. The lengthy plans
were approved by the federal
government last year before BP
drilled its ill-fated well.

Among the errors in the re-
port: A professor is listed in
BP’s 2009 response plan for a
gulf spill as a national wildlife
expert. He died in 2005.

The plan lists cold-water
marine mammals including
walruses, sea otters, sea lions
and seals as “sensitive biologi-
cal resources.” None of those
live anywhere near the gulf.

Also, names and phone
numbers of several Texas A&M

University marine life special-
ists are wrong. So are the num-
bers for marine mammal-
stranding network offices in
Louisiana and Florida, which
are disconnected.

“The AP report paints a pic-
ture of a company that was
making it up as it went along,
while telling regulators it had
the full capability to deal with a
major spill,” Sen. Bill Nelson, D-
Fla., wrote in an e-mail to the
AP. “Weknow that wasn’t true.”

In the spill scenarios de-
tailed in the documents, fish,
marine mammals and birds es-
cape serious harm; beaches re-
main pristine; water quality is
only a temporary problem. And
those are the projections for a
leak about 10 times worse than
what has been calculated for
the ongoing disaster.

Nelson said he and Sen. Bar-
bara Boxer, D-Calif., have asked
for a criminal investigation into
some of the company’s claims.

Estimated 900 girls play hockey in the region
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schools.
All these districts already of-

fer boys varsity hockey.
“Hopefully this will grow the

same way the boys’ did,” Rusin
said. “I have every confidence of
that. The districts had a lot of
courage to do this.”

Even though an estimated
900 girls ages 18 and under play
ice hockey on all-girls teams in
Western New York, only Nich-
ols, a private school, has fielded
a school-sponsored girls team
until now.

Parents have advocated for a
school-based girls league for
years. They ramped up their ef-
forts when the Williamsville
District expressed initial inter-
est in fielding a varsity team in
2008-09 but then dropped
those plans because of the lack
of local competition.

Athletic directors from dis-
tricts that already field boys
hockey teams then formed a
committee in December 2008
to seriously study the matter.
The committee produced a re-
port in July 2009 advocating
the creation of a varsity girls
league.

With the help of a grant, the
Williamsville District also spon-
sored five demonstration girls
ice hockey games between
school districts in January and
February of this year.

“This was a very calculated
process,” Rusin said.

Individual teams cost about
$24,500 to support, according
to the study committee. That

money covers coaching sti-
pends, league fees, practice ice
time, uniforms and transporta-
tion. Players usually cover the
cost of their own sticks and
gear.

Because of the difficult bud-
get year, parents from the Or-
chard Park and Amherst dis-
tricts offered to raise themoney
needed to field the girls teams
in 2010-11 if the district would
sanction them.

“They reluctantly agreed,”
said Posner, themother of a ris-
ing senior skater attending Am-
herst High School. “I don’t
think they thought we could do
it.”

Amherst has raised more
than $14,000 so far, $11,000 of
it coming from one family. The
rest has been raised by small-
bill bake sales andmajor contri-
butions from the Amherst
Alumni Association, she said.

“We need at least another
$5,000,” she said. “This sum-
mer we’ll be out there doing car
washes and whatever else we
need to raise money.”

James R. Higgins Jr., the Or-
chard Park athletic director,
said the money for a girls hock-
ey team was originally in the
district budget but got taken
out later.

“There was no way in good
conscience, with all the reduc-
tions we had to do, to start up a
girls hockey team,” he said.

But as in Amherst, the dis-
trict waswilling to have parents
and community members foot
the bill. Since Orchard Park is
part of a combined team with
the Frontier District, the com-

munity only needs to raise
$12,250, half the total amount.

Higgins said he will put
money in the athletic budget
next year to support the girls
team and hopes for a better
budget climate.

“If we’re in a situationwhere
we can assume it, that’s what
we ultimately want to do,” he
said.

Rusin heaped praise on the
school districts that have com-
mitted to being founding teams
in the league.

“If I had to choose six dis-
tricts to work with, it would be
these six,” he said. “These dis-
tricts were looking to do this.
They weren’t forced to do this.”

The boys ice hockey league
formed 22 years ago with eight
teams that eventually expanded
to 24. Rusin said he expects the
same thing to happen with the
girls league, with additional dis-
tricts signing on in the coming
years. He does not rule out the
possibility of even incorporat-
ing some Rochester area teams
down the road.

Maggie Ryan, a rising senior
at Kenmore West High School
who has played hockey since
she was 8, said she’s excited to
represent her district.

“It’s going to be a bigger
deal, definitely,” said Ryan, 17.
“I’m just really glad that I’ve got
the chance to start it off.”

Rusin said the new league
wants to work with community
leagues that have existing girls
hockey programs to eliminate
the likelihood of competing
schedules.

“I’m sure it’s going to work

out,” he said.

The athletic directors for all
the districts will meet today to
create a new governing board
for the league and develop a
schedule, Rusin said.

He expressed concern about
the short timetable the league
has to get everything ready to
start in the fall, but he said the
school community already has
come a long way simply by
making a public commitment
to the sport.

“Quite frankly,” he said, “I
think people thought this
would never happen.”

News Staff Reporter Barbara
O’Brien contributed to this report.
e-mail: stan@buffnews.com

Associated Press

Aworkeruses a suctionhose to vacuumupoil fromthe spill
thatwashedashoreWednesday inBelleTerre,La.
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1.Do you have an old
bank account, insur-
ance claim ormissing

tax refund? The state is sit-
ting on $9.9billion in un-
claimed funds, and State
Comptroller Thomas Di-
Napoli wants to return the
cash to its rightful owners.
To help find them, Di-
Napoli’s office is holding an
unclaimed-funds outreach
session from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. in Adam’sMarkHotel
in downtown Buffalo.
Staffers will be on hand to
help search for those for-
gotten accounts.

• • •

2.The Boston Celtics
failed to cash in on
home court advan-

tage in Game Three of the
NBAfinals Tuesday night
in TD Boston Gardens, al-
lowing the Los Angeles
Lakers to take a 2-1 lead in
the seven-game series. That
makes tonight’s contest
look like a truly pivotal mo-
ment. If the Celts win, they
can pick upmomentum for
the third and last game in
Boston over the weekend.
If they don’t, the Lakers
will need just one more vic-
tory to clinch their second
straight title.

• • •

3.IskaloDevelopment’s
ElectricTower, easi-
ly themost change-

able building in the down-
town skyline, will be illumi-
nated pink this evening and
again Friday and Saturday
in celebration of all area
breast cancer survivors and
tomark the 10th anniver-
sary of the Susan G. Komen
Western New York Race for
the Cure. The race steps off
at 10 a.m. Saturday from
the Rose Garden in
Delaware Park. It is expect-
ed to draw 7,000 partici-
pants.

• • •

4.The 30th annual
ChaseCorporate
Challenge takes over

Delaware Park this evening
for a 3.5-mile road race, and
is showing a rebound from
last year’s depressed atten-
dance. Organizers expect
that it will attract the sec-
ond-biggest crowd of all
time— 11,457 participants
from 405 companies, 15
percent higher than 2009.
Kaleida Health will field the
biggest group, 626 entrants,
followed by Buffalo Public
Schools with 342, Ingram
Micro with 308 andM&T
Bankwith 292. Official
starters will be Buffalo
Mayor ByronW. Brown and
County Executive Chris
Collins. The JPMorgan
Chase Foundation will
make a donation for each
entry to the Police Athletic
League of Buffalo. Mo-
torists should plan to avoid
the streets around the park
after 4 p.m.

• • •

5.There could be
something for every-
one at tonight’s

fundraiser for Hamburg
TheatreUndertheStars.
Musical acts and stand-up
comics will be performing
from 7 to 10 p.m. in Coyote
Cafe, 36Main St., Ham-
burg. Musical acts include
Alison Pipitone, Heard of
Buffalo, Heidi Maria and
Maria Peach of the Peaches.
Stand-up comicsMarkWal-
ton and Kristen Becker will
be joking it up. Tickets can
be purchased at the
door. Formore
information,
call 648-6963.

• • •

6.The long-awaitedseason opener for
Thursdayat the

Square is here, and there’s a
rootsy double bill kicking
things off at 5 p.m. in
Lafayette Square. First up is
folk-rock singer-songwriter
Tift Merritt, who has just
released her fourth studio
album, “See You on the
Moon.” Headliner is alt-
country singer-songwriter
Alejandro Escovedo, a for-
mer punk-rocker long
revered in his hometown of
Austin, Texas, and finally
getting the wider attention
he deserves. Stick around

for the encore, and
there’s a good
chance you’ll hear
him do his right-
eous version of
Mott the
Hoople’s David
Bowie song, “All
the Young
Dudes.”

• • •

7.Womenwhowant to
get involved in the
politicalprocess, ei-

ther by running for office or
working on election cam-
paigns, can get some in-
sights fromwomenwho
have run andwon at a pro-
gram this evening spon-
sored by the YWCA ofWest-
ern New York’s Institute for
Public Leadership. “Hand-
shakes and Comfortable
Shoes 101” will be held from
5:30 to 8 p.m. in School-
house Commons, 1005
Grant St. Guest speakers in-
clude Erie County Clerk
Kathy Hochul, Buffalo
Council Member Bonnie
Russell and Erie County
Surrogate Judge Barbara
Howe. The cost is $20 and
includes a light dinner. To
reserve a seat, or for more
information, e-mail Teresa
Glanowski at
tglanowski@ywca-wny.org
or call 852-6120, Ext. 123.

• • •

Seven By Seven
Seven things you need to know by 7 a.m.

Don’tmissonbuffalonews.com:
How do youmake ordinary grilled veg-
etables extraordinary? Go nuts! News
FoodWriter AndrewGalarneau shows
you how tomake toasted walnut
dressing on video.buffalonews.com.
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Corrections
Two people facing charges

for having sex on a picnic table
Friday were arrested in Bata-
via’s Farrall Park. The park’s
name was incorrect in Tues-
day’s editions.

• • •

The Buffalo News corrects
published errors of substance.
To request a correction, please
notify the editor by writing to:
P.O. Box 100, Buffalo, NY 14240.
Or call The News at 849-4444
and ask to speak to the editor of
the department in which the ar-
ticle was published. Or fax your
request to 856-5150.

Healing itself, festival
matures, settles down

RIOT • fromA1

versity at Buffalo after the fatal
shooting of four students by
National Guardsmen at Kent
State University on May 4.

The Allentown riot came to
have both short- and long-term
consequences for police, civil-
ians and festival organizers.

It almost ended the festival.
Deals and promises were re-
quired to bring it back the next
year. And it became a very dif-
ferent festival.

No longer a drink-until-dusk
affair, the festival grew smaller
and started operating under
strict regulations. Organizers
placed tighter control over the
numbers of artists, where they
set up and how the event was
put together, making it look
much like the festival that will
set up Saturday and Sunday.

On that June night in 1970,
police, and later sheriff’s depu-
ties, too, wouldn’t leave the area
until nearly midnight. They
continued to launch tear gas in-
to the crowd by hand and gre-
nade launcher.

Rioters lit street fires using
the debris and kept up the bar-
rage of bottles and rocks.

When a bottlewas thrown at
Scioli, he caught it and went in-
to the crowd to arrest the man
who threw it. But as he waded
in, he was kicked and punched.

Fleeing the tear gas
Scioli was pulled out of the

fray, and his partner drove him
to Sisters Hospital. “I remem-
ber that I thought I broke my
arm, but it turned out to be
nothing,” Scioli said.

At the riot scene, many ran
down neighboring streets to
porches and houses to escape
the sting of the tear gas. The gas
wafted along Allen Street, send-
ing families at the tie-dye shirt
and string-your-own-beads
stands racing for their cars.

By 9:30, the disturbance be-
gan to dissipate. Police initially
left but returned and stayed un-
til midnight when a fresh bon-
fire was lit in the street.

Police would arrest 30 peo-
ple that night, and nine people
— including Scioli and his part-
ner — were taken to a hospital.

The consequences of the riot
were immediate.

Afterward, citizens blamed
police for overreacting and us-
ing tear gas just like they had a
month earlier at UB. Using the
gas, police said, was better than
beating people with nightsticks.

Public anger ensues
Allentown residents held

public meetings to discuss the
riot and the police action.

When police Lt. Thomas F.
Higgins, who 16 years later
would become Erie County
sheriff, walked into a June 15
meeting at Shaw Memorial
Church, the crowdmade it clear
that he was unwelcome.

They shouted at him and
called him a pig. It was not
worth staying, Higgins decided.
Hewasmarried with three chil-
dren, and the crowd at that
church was angry.

“I almost got crowned. They
were ready to draw and quarter
me, and hang me by the stee-
ple,” Higgins said this week.

More public meetings fol-

lowed the one attended by Hig-
gins — including a June 17
meeting that attracted nearly
350 people and at least one
man who claimed to be a mem-
ber of the Black Panther Party.

The commotion over the riot
largely died down over the next
few months — until festival
supporters started trying to or-
ganize for 1971.

Mayor Frank A. Sedita
seemed essentially against the
idea of the festival coming back.
Police Chief Frank N. Felicetta
worried about keeping control.
Fire Commissioner Robert B.
Howard feared that if fires were
set again, people would clog the
streets and make it impassable
for firefighting equipment.

Striking a historic deal
Too much could go wrong.

The stakes — potentially hu-
man life — were too high, the
city told the festival’s support-
ers, including the group respon-
sible for organizing the festival,
the Allentown Village Society.

Eventually a deal was struck.
The organizers accepted the
city’s demands, and the city let
the festival go on, in a form that
it has followed ever since.

“At that point, we agreed,
and it was a step forward for
us,” said Mary M. Myszkiewicz,
the current Allentown Society
president. “This had gotten out
of hand. It was too large.”

In 1971, the festival allowed
only 450 artists to set up, down
from 700 in the year of the riot.
No one — not even children
selling lemonade on their front
lawn — was allowed without
the festival’s permission.

Artists had to sell handmade
work. Nothing bought and re-
sold would be allowed. The art-
ists were confined to their as-
signed areas, which today
measure 10 by 13 feet.

No onewas allowed to set up
outside of the festival’s bound-
aries. Vendors no longer set up
on both sides of Allen and
Franklin streets. No side streets,
either. The festival became jur-
ied soon after the riot, too.

Recalling fateful night
The festival’s opening and

closing times were strictly en-
forced, and artists were expect-
ed to sling drapes over their
stalls promptly when the festi-
val ends. The Allentown Society
now is patrolled by off-duty po-
lice, as well as a contingent of
mounted sheriff’s deputies and
on-duty police.

The 1970s were the festival’s
teenage years — full of growing
pains and growing formality.

“Things got a little too big
and out of hand, but then you
mature and settle down,” Mysz-
kiewicz said.

About 300,000 people are
expected to attend this year’s
festival, which runs from 11 a.m.
to 6 p.m. Saturday and Sunday.

Even Scioli, the patrolman
summoned to Allentown on
that fateful night 40 years ago,
expects he will go to the festival
with his wife this weekend, as
they have plenty of times.

“Every time I walk down the
street, I always think back on
it,” Scioli said. “But like I said,
‘No hard feelings.’ ”

e-mail: abrown@buffnews.com

Hard cap could reduce
leak to ‘almost zero’
SPILL • fromA1

An Alabama property owner
who has lost vast sums of rental
income angrily confronted a BP
executive at a town meeting.

BP spokesman Mark Proe-
gler disputed any notion that
the claims process is slow or
that the company is dragging
its feet.

Proegler said BP has cut the
time to process claims and issue
a check from 45 days to as little
as 48 hours, provided the neces-
sary documentation has been
supplied. BP officials acknowl-
edged thatwhile no claims have
been denied, thousands and
thousands of claims had not
been paid by late last week be-
cause the company required
more documentation.

The daily flow of oil remains
unknown, although a govern-
ment panel estimated 12,000 to
19,000 barrels were leaking — a
number that increasingly ap-
pears too conservative.

With additional contain-
ment equipment expected to ar-
rive in the next few weeks,
cleanup overseers will be able
to replace the temporary cap
with a permanent, hard cap,
“which means we could take
leakage down to almost zero,”
Allen said.

The move to swiftly bring in
new equipment comes in re-
sponse to concerns that the
ship processing oil diverted
from the well has far too little
capacity to hold all the oil that

could be diverted, leaving a
huge amount of oil and gas
pouring unchecked into the sea.

Two new vessels are now
steaming toward the gulf: a
shuttle tanker from the North
Sea that should arrive between
Saturday and Tuesday, and a
production ship that will help
offload oil to the shuttle tanker,
scheduled to arrive by June 19.

The new vessels also will al-
low oil and gas flows that are
too large for the capacity of the
on-site vessels to be burned off,
theoretically allowing incident
managers to safely capture the
entire flow from the well, Allen
said.

Allen said federal scientists
have received the first high-def-
inition video from the gulf floor
that will allow them to estimate
more precisely how much oil is
leaking.

The high-definition video
will allow a comparison with
previous videos that were part
of the previous estimation pro-
cess, Allen said.

“I’m not going to declare vic-
tory on anything until I have
absolute numbers. Showme the
number,” he said. At the same
time, he added, “I can guaran-
tee you unequivocally nobody is
low-balling anything for me,
and I will never low-ball any-
thing.”

Meanwhile, glaring errors
and omissions in BP’s oil spill
response plans have exposed a
slapdash effort to follow envi-
ronmental rules, outraging Gulf
Coast residents who can see on

their beaches how unprepared
the company was.

BP’s 582-page regional spill
plan for the gulf and its 52-page,
site-specific plan for the Deep-
water Horizon rig vastly under-
state the dangers posed by an
uncontrolled leak and vastly
overstate the company’s pre-
paredness to deal with one, ac-
cording to an Associated Press
analysis. The lengthy plans
were approved by the federal
government last year before BP
drilled its ill-fated well.

Among the errors in the re-
port: A professor is listed in
BP’s 2009 response plan for a
gulf spill as a national wildlife
expert. He died in 2005.

The plan lists cold-water
marine mammals including
walruses, sea otters, sea lions
and seals as “sensitive biologi-
cal resources.” None of those
live anywhere near the gulf.

Also, names and phone
numbers of several Texas A&M

University marine life special-
ists are wrong. So are the num-
bers for marine mammal-
stranding network offices in
Louisiana and Florida, which
are disconnected.

“The AP report paints a pic-
ture of a company that was
making it up as it went along,
while telling regulators it had
the full capability to deal with a
major spill,” Sen. Bill Nelson, D-
Fla., wrote in an e-mail to the
AP. “Weknow that wasn’t true.”

In the spill scenarios de-
tailed in the documents, fish,
marine mammals and birds es-
cape serious harm; beaches re-
main pristine; water quality is
only a temporary problem. And
those are the projections for a
leak about 10 times worse than
what has been calculated for
the ongoing disaster.

Nelson said he and Sen. Bar-
bara Boxer, D-Calif., have asked
for a criminal investigation into
some of the company’s claims.

Estimated 900 girls play hockey in the region
HOCKEY • fromA1

schools.
All these districts already of-

fer boys varsity hockey.
“Hopefully this will grow the

same way the boys’ did,” Rusin
said. “I have every confidence of
that. The districts had a lot of
courage to do this.”

Even though an estimated
900 girls ages 18 and under play
ice hockey on all-girls teams in
Western New York, only Nich-
ols, a private school, has fielded
a school-sponsored girls team
until now.

Parents have advocated for a
school-based girls league for
years. They ramped up their ef-
forts when the Williamsville
District expressed initial inter-
est in fielding a varsity team in
2008-09 but then dropped
those plans because of the lack
of local competition.

Athletic directors from dis-
tricts that already field boys
hockey teams then formed a
committee in December 2008
to seriously study the matter.
The committee produced a re-
port in July 2009 advocating
the creation of a varsity girls
league.

With the help of a grant, the
Williamsville District also spon-
sored five demonstration girls
ice hockey games between
school districts in January and
February of this year.

“This was a very calculated
process,” Rusin said.

Individual teams cost about
$24,500 to support, according
to the study committee. That

money covers coaching sti-
pends, league fees, practice ice
time, uniforms and transporta-
tion. Players usually cover the
cost of their own sticks and
gear.

Because of the difficult bud-
get year, parents from the Or-
chard Park and Amherst dis-
tricts offered to raise themoney
needed to field the girls teams
in 2010-11 if the district would
sanction them.

“They reluctantly agreed,”
said Posner, themother of a ris-
ing senior skater attending Am-
herst High School. “I don’t
think they thought we could do
it.”

Amherst has raised more
than $14,000 so far, $11,000 of
it coming from one family. The
rest has been raised by small-
bill bake sales andmajor contri-
butions from the Amherst
Alumni Association, she said.

“We need at least another
$5,000,” she said. “This sum-
mer we’ll be out there doing car
washes and whatever else we
need to raise money.”

James R. Higgins Jr., the Or-
chard Park athletic director,
said the money for a girls hock-
ey team was originally in the
district budget but got taken
out later.

“There was no way in good
conscience, with all the reduc-
tions we had to do, to start up a
girls hockey team,” he said.

But as in Amherst, the dis-
trict waswilling to have parents
and community members foot
the bill. Since Orchard Park is
part of a combined team with
the Frontier District, the com-

munity only needs to raise
$12,250, half the total amount.

Higgins said he will put
money in the athletic budget
next year to support the girls
team and hopes for a better
budget climate.

“If we’re in a situationwhere
we can assume it, that’s what
we ultimately want to do,” he
said.

Rusin heaped praise on the
school districts that have com-
mitted to being founding teams
in the league.

“If I had to choose six dis-
tricts to work with, it would be
these six,” he said. “These dis-
tricts were looking to do this.
They weren’t forced to do this.”

The boys ice hockey league
formed 22 years ago with eight
teams that eventually expanded
to 24. Rusin said he expects the
same thing to happen with the
girls league, with additional dis-
tricts signing on in the coming
years. He does not rule out the
possibility of even incorporat-
ing some Rochester area teams
down the road.

Maggie Ryan, a rising senior
at Kenmore West High School
who has played hockey since
she was 8, said she’s excited to
represent her district.

“It’s going to be a bigger
deal, definitely,” said Ryan, 17.
“I’m just really glad that I’ve got
the chance to start it off.”

Rusin said the new league
wants to work with community
leagues that have existing girls
hockey programs to eliminate
the likelihood of competing
schedules.

“I’m sure it’s going to work

out,” he said.

The athletic directors for all
the districts will meet today to
create a new governing board
for the league and develop a
schedule, Rusin said.

He expressed concern about
the short timetable the league
has to get everything ready to
start in the fall, but he said the
school community already has
come a long way simply by
making a public commitment
to the sport.

“Quite frankly,” he said, “I
think people thought this
would never happen.”

News Staff Reporter Barbara
O’Brien contributed to this report.
e-mail: stan@buffnews.com

Associated Press

Aworkeruses a suctionhose to vacuumupoil fromthe spill
thatwashedashoreWednesday inBelleTerre,La.
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1.Do you have an old
bank account, insur-
ance claim ormissing

tax refund? The state is sit-
ting on $9.9billion in un-
claimed funds, and State
Comptroller Thomas Di-
Napoli wants to return the
cash to its rightful owners.
To help find them, Di-
Napoli’s office is holding an
unclaimed-funds outreach
session from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. in Adam’sMarkHotel
in downtown Buffalo.
Staffers will be on hand to
help search for those for-
gotten accounts.

• • •

2.The Boston Celtics
failed to cash in on
home court advan-

tage in Game Three of the
NBAfinals Tuesday night
in TD Boston Gardens, al-
lowing the Los Angeles
Lakers to take a 2-1 lead in
the seven-game series. That
makes tonight’s contest
look like a truly pivotal mo-
ment. If the Celts win, they
can pick upmomentum for
the third and last game in
Boston over the weekend.
If they don’t, the Lakers
will need just one more vic-
tory to clinch their second
straight title.

• • •

3.IskaloDevelopment’s
ElectricTower, easi-
ly themost change-

able building in the down-
town skyline, will be illumi-
nated pink this evening and
again Friday and Saturday
in celebration of all area
breast cancer survivors and
tomark the 10th anniver-
sary of the Susan G. Komen
Western New York Race for
the Cure. The race steps off
at 10 a.m. Saturday from
the Rose Garden in
Delaware Park. It is expect-
ed to draw 7,000 partici-
pants.

• • •

4.The 30th annual
ChaseCorporate
Challenge takes over

Delaware Park this evening
for a 3.5-mile road race, and
is showing a rebound from
last year’s depressed atten-
dance. Organizers expect
that it will attract the sec-
ond-biggest crowd of all
time— 11,457 participants
from 405 companies, 15
percent higher than 2009.
Kaleida Health will field the
biggest group, 626 entrants,
followed by Buffalo Public
Schools with 342, Ingram
Micro with 308 andM&T
Bankwith 292. Official
starters will be Buffalo
Mayor ByronW. Brown and
County Executive Chris
Collins. The JPMorgan
Chase Foundation will
make a donation for each
entry to the Police Athletic
League of Buffalo. Mo-
torists should plan to avoid
the streets around the park
after 4 p.m.

• • •

5.There could be
something for every-
one at tonight’s

fundraiser for Hamburg
TheatreUndertheStars.
Musical acts and stand-up
comics will be performing
from 7 to 10 p.m. in Coyote
Cafe, 36Main St., Ham-
burg. Musical acts include
Alison Pipitone, Heard of
Buffalo, Heidi Maria and
Maria Peach of the Peaches.
Stand-up comicsMarkWal-
ton and Kristen Becker will
be joking it up. Tickets can
be purchased at the
door. Formore
information,
call 648-6963.
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6.The long-awaitedseason opener for
Thursdayat the

Square is here, and there’s a
rootsy double bill kicking
things off at 5 p.m. in
Lafayette Square. First up is
folk-rock singer-songwriter
Tift Merritt, who has just
released her fourth studio
album, “See You on the
Moon.” Headliner is alt-
country singer-songwriter
Alejandro Escovedo, a for-
mer punk-rocker long
revered in his hometown of
Austin, Texas, and finally
getting the wider attention
he deserves. Stick around

for the encore, and
there’s a good
chance you’ll hear
him do his right-
eous version of
Mott the
Hoople’s David
Bowie song, “All
the Young
Dudes.”

• • •

7.Womenwhowant to
get involved in the
politicalprocess, ei-

ther by running for office or
working on election cam-
paigns, can get some in-
sights fromwomenwho
have run andwon at a pro-
gram this evening spon-
sored by the YWCA ofWest-
ern New York’s Institute for
Public Leadership. “Hand-
shakes and Comfortable
Shoes 101” will be held from
5:30 to 8 p.m. in School-
house Commons, 1005
Grant St. Guest speakers in-
clude Erie County Clerk
Kathy Hochul, Buffalo
Council Member Bonnie
Russell and Erie County
Surrogate Judge Barbara
Howe. The cost is $20 and
includes a light dinner. To
reserve a seat, or for more
information, e-mail Teresa
Glanowski at
tglanowski@ywca-wny.org
or call 852-6120, Ext. 123.
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